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DESCRIBING 


The Griſtdins, Manners, Soil, Climate, 


Habits, Buildings, Education, Manual Arts, 
Agriculture, Trade, Employments, Lan- 
guages, Ranks of Diſtinction, Habitations, 
Diverſions, Marriages, and whatever elſe. is 
memorable among the Inhabitants, 
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With great Yiriety-of entertaining Ingidents, worthy 
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. "rendritg the Produce of diſtaut Coun- 
Hits So, the Mannern US Foreign Nations, Hul. 
ly” and certainly tnown, was what  CNCOUT gg 


be Publication FA 155 at 2 81 Junòt 


ure 


4 . ov 
„ that 7? 33 at once eq 
"There is no Part 9) 127 Porld with 

2 77 225 acquainted than the interior 99 0 
, and even uith reſpect to the Coaſt ſu 


2 Re Revolutions bappen there within the 


3 of a few Tears, that the Writers g 
T; 2251 into thatCountry are never at aLoſs fe 


freſÞ Matter, + N 7 the ſame time that it en- 


4 cer tains is alſo. fence we are daily ſend: 
ing Numbers 9 People to that Coaſt, can- 


not but wiſh to Fre lateſt and beſt Accounts | 


Poſſible 2 the Place to e they are going. 

THE Author appears to have been a Man 
ofa comprehenſive Genius, very active and dili- 
5 % nt gent, 


5 
1 
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PF re, ao et ewes cc 


DDr 


Y may be juftly ſaid fo be as  compleat as any hing 


 deſertbed the ſevera 
on the Coaſt 9 the State 5 were in at the. 


„ PREFACE 


ent, and withal urniſp'd with unuſual Oppor- 
Lene F ac int \ the es Be . 1. 
* Was appointed 1 the African Company - 
ſurvey and make Draughts of Abeir Se 116 
and was furniſh'd withfuch Powers , $ 
Purpoſe as enabled him to gratify bis Criofity- 
in every other Reſpect. This Work therefore, 


of its Kind can be ex 1 He has 9 7 
Kingdoms and Settlements. 


Time be made his Survey. He is very particu- 
lar as to the Nature of the Country, the Qua- 
lity of the Soil, the Natural Hiſtory in all it's 
ranches of every Country through which he 
travell d, and at the fas Linne neglects nothing 
that may ſerve to give 4 juſt Idea of the Hi 


4 


 ftory and Politicks ol het People, . As be "4 | 


an accurate Draughts-May, it may be 
ed upon that the Cuts were taken from the Life. | 
and the Attention requifite in drawing. them, 
muſt have render d the Author more accurate 
in his Defcriy tions than a Man of anatber Turn 
would have been. On the Whole, as this Work 
15 neu, curious and ST it Was a Kind of In-. 
to the Publick to ſuffer it to remain longer 
N MS. the Ami 1 75 of. a few who had 
Acceſs to the Library where it was depgſited; 
it ts 5 therefore that the Publict will re- 
ceive kindly | a Preſent © Mat meries their Fa. 


vour, and wants NN fo be read 1 order 1 5 
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75 HE ROYAL Arxie an Com 
 PANY, or ENGLAND, being 
very defirous to have an exact 
Account of all their Settlements | 
on n the Coaſt of GuinzA, came to a Re- 
ſolution in the Year 1726, to ſend out a 
Perſon fitly qualified for that Enterprize, on 
board one of their own Ships. According · 
ly, they pitch'd upon me, and, after 3 
due Examination, granted me a Commit» 
Gow; e of which is * | 


8 1 Aries | 


* 


2 A Loyage to Guinea. 


 <rican-Houſe, —— 4 ee 


HE Royal African Company of - 
« England, having entertained 


- A in their Service, as a Perſon fitly 


« qualified, to take exact Plans, Draughts, 
r and Proſpects of all their Forts and Set- 
25 tlements; as alſo of all the principal Ri- 
c vers, Harbours, and other Places of 


Trade, on the Coaſt of Africa, from 
« Gambia to Whydah. You are hereby re- 


& quired and directed to embark on - % 
« their own Ship Bonetta, Captain James 
” Living fone, Commander, and to pro- 
* ceed on her forthwith to Gambia; and 
£7 : pon yaur Arrival there, you are to take 

an exact Survey of that River, from the 


1 Entrance N up as high as James- 


4e Ifland, together with the Soundings, 
* Bearings and ſuch other Particulars as 
& You ſhall judge neceſſary towards ob- 
e taining a compleat Knowledge of the 


3 281 4 River. 


« On 


e exact Dr 


3 


A Fapage te Cuines. 


ON your Arrival at our Furt on Jumet 


** Iſland, you are to apply yourſelf without 


* Loſs of Time, to take an 
te a 
ee of the eee, ee 
3 Views and Draughts, as you 
judge propet and neceſſary for our 
1 on, as to the Nature, 
nf aua of that Fur. | 


c FROM Gambia proceed | 

de he | you are to 

f the fame Ship to Sierraleone River dee 

2 you are to obſerve the aer ee 
7 pr ons with reſpect to that River | 
* on the or gia wr our Fort 
© aforeſaid, 7 . * 


0 pro Kere TR 3 5 
te 3 0 
. fon en Mount, and if Captain Living- 
„ eee may mee 
1 egg __ in his Way, without 3 
ie, on take the moſt 
1 weghts, and Survey of that Ri- 
1 E Part adjacent, . Tims will 


Ss. "FR 


4 you bent En Delile 
.< of that Coaſt as poſſible; particularly of 
the Rivers, Bays, and Iſlands at Cape 
„ Mezurado, Funch, St. Johns, Seftos, San- 
7M guinec, Setra-Crue, Drewin, St. An- 
dreius, Cape Lalue, Fack-Laboe, Tack 
e Jack, Baſſam, and Aſinee but moſt par- 
Te 5 . Mr 


1— 


0 IN your Way own the « Coaſt Goin 
1 « Cape Apolonia to Cape Coaft Caftle, you 
ate to enfleavour to take as exact a 
« Draught of that Part of the Coaſt as poſ- 
e fible, particularly you are to obſerve the 
Number, Strength and Situation of ſuch 

ce Forts and Factories as belong to any other 
Nation, on that Part of the Coaſt, and 
e at each of our Forts and Factories, you 
e are to accompany Captain Livingſtone on 
;*-:Shore, where you are to apply your ſelf 
:**-with all poſſible Expedition to take the 
© exact Plans, Draughts and Dimenſions of 
:</;each of our ſaid Forts and Factories, to- 
te gether with the Harbours, Bays, Rivers 
* and other Places adjacent to them. 
821 * | ON ; 
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5 Ox your: Arrival at Cape Cooft Caſtle, | | , 
« you are to apply to take the ex-" 
« act Plans, Dimenſions and Draughts, al- 
* ſo Proſpects of Cape Coaft Cale, Fort 
* Royal, Phipp's Tower, and of the Road | 
* and Gardens belonging to Caper Gf _ 
"" Wired 4 you ae hs Jon | 9 
« Paſſage on Board the Bonetta to Whydahj. | | 
cc and in your Way thither, and at N 
e Place you are to obſerve the ſame Orders 
t and Directions, with Regard to the ſeve- 
ral Rivers, Bays, Iſlands, and other re- 
. markable Places of Trade, the Number, 
«< Strength, and Situation of all the ſeveral 
«. Forts, Factories, and Bettlements on tat ; 
Part of the Coaſt as before directed, with 
e, e 5 
„ Windward: pl n e „ 
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A wege n Goides 
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„ WI with zes Heath and good Stce 
1 AY and Remain you * 75 e 


- Brovs Lani, Dey Ge 5 
| Rap lf, e Bicol! 
. Heyer, aner tb, 
Peter Meyer, 5 Benjamin fila, 
William Corber, Thomas Cooke, 
Chrifian Colt,” Lane * . 
Pri: Tay, 9 e 
2 v the W InfliuBions 
4 - om the Court A 


e e Zoch af ge g oo 
batlt d on board the Bonetta: then lying at 
Graveſend, in Company with Walter Charles, 


Monday the 22d we ſaibd thro'. the Domme; 

but having a fair Wind down the Channel, 

we made no Stay any where, but on the 

2 5th we got the Length of the Start-Point 
from whence we took our, Departure, and 
kad for many Days together North Eaſt 
Winds and fair Weather, till we got fairly 


Eſq; Governor of Sierralkone. And, off © 


4 


into the et Eaſt a Tus Window 
thence we had nothing remarkable till Fri. 


day; the 14th. of Scone fe we erols'd 
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che Sailors. ex, Birds, þ f 
ſeen any r where ein che Torrid Zong 
the 0 picks. Ts Tacky © 440 wr 1 
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"I his Teena 1 dbrved the Fin 
ing Fiſh which we are gg unacquainted 


Gettin 8 ich are of a whitiſh Co 


I N A 


. + 


86 4 1 


Way, | - Te: is. 


han While their Wings are wet, and when 
they light to wet them, the Dolphin ( which 


2 one of the ſwifteſt Fiſhes in the Sea) ge- 


y keeps Pace with them near the Sür- 


| FP o& the Water, and takes them as they 


* 


chop; dur if not 1 2 firſt or ſecond Time, 
os $- the. 


ut the Size of a 


Ee Wings 
t flies, as de- 


er l diverting, to ſee the Dol- - 
phin chaſe them, aig longer 
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board it changes to a Yellow, while alive, 


3. 4 V Hage to Guinea. a. 
| the e che mote Dia 


verſion'to-the Spectators, for the Dolphin in 
the Water; is almoſt as viſible as the Fly - 
u- 50h in the 
dent Blue, ' till ſtruck or hooked, and then 
turns to a bright Green, but when taken on 


8 EA 


and afterDeath it is as pale a Silver as 
a Mullet. Nor does the Dolphin any Way 
reſemble what our Heralds or Sign-Painters 
deſcribe ! but is N N 2 1 * the 
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n Ie g 5 8 
vel Sandy Beach, a little to the North Eaſt 
of Cape Verd. This happened to be an ex- 


traordinary good Land- fall, for we had not 


haul'd away to the South South Eaſt above 


four Hours before. we made the Cape; be- 


ing a very le one, as having two 
round Hills upon. it, which at a Diſtance 
appear like a Woman's Breaſts, from whence 
they are cal 
on. an n craft Pravght of this 
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Air, being of a clear reſplen- 


ld by the Sailors, The Paps. 5 
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All Aiſbovered a ſmall Iſland call'd Gore, 


on which the Frenth have a Factory; but 


nnr eee 
analen Gambia. 
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0 Sunday the 25th we got 


-- Being all ſeated, I could ſcarce refrain 
2 at the Emperor's Grandees and 
Nobles, who (according to their Cuſtom) 
_— on the Floor like ſo many Monkies 

n their Buttocks. In lefg bam * 
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Illand on the faid River, The next 
Day we went a Shore, and being conducted 
into the Caſtle} found there the Emperor of 
Fonia and his Retinue, ho ſalutedꝭ us after 


— r ̃ 1 reed 


x A Forge to Guinea. 5 
den hefe aeg them ith ed Gurs | 
fromthe FORK, |. | 


Sd 3 "Fe 
73 1 £3 12 720 3 * 15 15 1. 


= | i 
ll; | A LITTLE b 
=: bia, there eame in a Rhode Ifland built Sloop 
„ of about eiglity Tons and fix Guns, call d 
IT | che A, commanded. by. one Edmon/ſon, 
1 who having at ſeveral 'Firhes;commuinicated 
I | ſome pyratical Deſigns to his Crew, which 
I they would by no Means conſent to, they 
= all (except three white Boys) went a Shore, 
| and informed the Governor: and Council, 
upon Oath, the Cauſe of their leaving tlie 
- Mute and his wick e In the 
3 to ee then vain; and, Sing dig, 
* covery by their going à Shore, weigh d An- 
bil: chor and carried down the Veſſel below. Le. 
1 mine Point, out of reach of the Fort Guns, 
_ and there meeting a Sea-Breeze,. and Tide 
| of Flood was obliged to come to Anchor, 
thinking himſelf fafe there; at leaſt: till 
Morning. The Suddenmeſs of his Departure 
confirin'd the Truth of the Sailors Depoſiti- | 
if | ons, and the Gentlemen in Council order'd- 
1 one of the beer ERC od 


Mare of Wer Hokeowing the Channel, 
took ſh Advantage of the Midnight Ebb to 
catry him down the River below the ; 
which ho effected without eitt diſcovered 
by any of Edmfinſin's Crew, which! were in 
alb but nine; befides hirhſelf; vis. the three 
white Boys befote mentioned, and fix igno- 
breke, beth loop began to. te 
Anchers, but the Pirate ſeeing and knowing 
the Gambia Sloop, was reſolved to force his 
Way out to Sea, if poſfible. Acordingly 
he armed ſome of the. Slaves, and told the 
white Boys he would ſhoot them, unleſs 

they fought: for him; As ſoon as their An- 
chors were up, they got under Sail, and 
ſtood towards one another, and when they 
came within Hale, Mr. Orfeur call d to Edd. 
rmmſem to bring too; but the Pirate made na 
other Anſwer than by firing a Brace of Mu- 
ſket Balls at him, which, tho it did no 
Damage, yet the black Men on board the 
| hrs ad bann. 


\ 


i2 ÞA' Voyage to Guinea. 
expected Return, that they begg'd Leave to 
ſtructions from the Council to uſe all the 


fair Means poſſible, to reclaim him, hin- 
der'd his Men from their Deſign; and again 


call'd to the Pirate to ſtrike ; but he being 
reſolute catch d up a loaden Harquebuſs, 
which he diſcharged at Mr. Orfeur, who 
not greatly liking to hear the Balls fly ſo cloſe 
about hisEars,order'd his Men to fire, and one 
of the black Boys ſhot Edmonſon thro the 
Breaſt. The Sloops were now board and 
board, and when they ſaw the Pirate tum- 


ble they leap d into the Ark, and took Poſe | 


ſeſſion of her; he being not yet dead, and 
ſeeing what was done, got up in a deſpe- 


rate Manner, and leaped over board, and 
was never ſeen afterwards. Mr. Orfeur 


brought up the Ark to James Iſland, where 


the lay at Anchor, when we came into "the 


AA. 


W had Rik to S ee Divine Provi- 
dence that his wicked Deſigns were ſo time 
ly prevented, for if his Crew had ſided with 


him he might not only have taken us, but 


alſo the Os Gally of Ig a _ 
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Sailer, which mounted twelve Guns, com- 
manded by Captain Heęſter, who lay at Gam- 
ia, and was - bound down the e 


ox nn 5 of anus; Lhe. 


gan my Survey, which held me till Monday, 
the xoth of October, and then not without 
ſome Difficulty I ended it; for the very firſt 
Day I went a Shore to Gillifree, a ſmall 
Town on the Maine, oppoſite James Iſland, 

in order to take the Diſtance from thence to 


the Iſland, I fear d I had undertaken an Im- 
poſſibility, all the Shore being deep ſwampy 
Mud, fo that it was hardly poſſible to mea- 


ſure, or even to get from one Station to a- 
nother: At firſt, indeed, a Couple of ſtout 


Negroes carried me on their Shoulders, but 


the Mud growing ſo deep that they were 
ſcarce able to carry themſelves, being up to 


their Buttocks every Step, I was obliged to 


diſmount and wallow along between them, 
the beſt I cou'd, till I got to my ſecond 


Station. Had I been upon the dry Land, 


it was ſo cover'd with thick Wood and 


Weeds, that not only my View, but even 


my Paſſage muſt have been intercepted be- 
ſides 


© 
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' fides aſt of thoſe Trees are fanning with 
great black Ants, and ſtrange venomeys 
Waſps. The Gentlemen of the Caſtle, who - 
went a Shore with me in order to engqu- 
rage and aſſiſt me, if poſſible, in that trou- 
bleſome Jobb, walk d a little Way along 
Shore within the Verge of the Wood ta a- 
void the Mud; but Mr. Hull, one of the 
Factors, happening to ſhake a Branch of a 
Tree as he bruſh'd along, a large Waſp flew 
directly out of its Neſt and ſtung his upper 
Lip to ſuch a Degree that it immediately 
ſwell'd up as if it wou'd burſt; It made 
the poor Gentleman very uneaſy fur fame 
Hcurs, but at length he Songting * 
and the Pain ceaſed. 


Tus firſt Day's Work cem d to pra- | 
miſe but little Pleaſure, or Comfort, in my 
Survey of Guinea; however, having put 
my Hand to the Plough, it was now too 
late to look back. When I had taken the 
Diſtance, we all went up to the Town of | 
Gillifree, and there refreſh'd ourſelves with 
ſuch Things as we brought a Shore from the 
Fort, 0d at Night n Home”. 2 

Ly 


2 
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1 CANNOT Mares; omit dane odd Paſ- 
| ſages Which happen d to me on this Sur- 
vey; being one Day aſhore at Bunign Point 
in the Kingdom of Cuno, near the Mouth 
of Gambia Riyer, in order to take the Di- 
ſtance from thence to Barra Point, on the 
oppoſite Side. Our Chief Mate was with 
me, being deſirous to ſee the Manner of 
taking 4 le Diſtanees; we landed 

upon a leyel ſandy Beach, doſe by a ſmall © 
Tayn, where there were fifty or fixty Bul- 
locks and Cows tied by the Horns to Stakes 

drove into the Sand for that Purpoſe. 
While I was fixing my Surveying Inſtru- 
ments, ſeveral of the Natives came gown 
to the Water: ſide to look at me, but being 


naturally timorous, and not underſtanding 


my Meaſuring-wheel, or Theodolite, be- 
gan to diſcover ſome Tokens of Fear; which 
Lat firſt did not mind, but having Occaſion 
for a Stake or two, to ſet for Marks. I walk d 
up towards the Cattle to chuſe out aCouple of 
good ones; but the Natives (1 ſuppoſe fearing 
that I ſhould Ather ubs tees of Be 
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Stakes only) ran and looſed their Cattle and 
drove them up into the Country, and as they 
paſs d thro' the Town alarm'd all the Peo- 
ple, inſomuch that the Women and Chil- 
dren fled out of their Houſes into the 
Woods, and all the Men came down to us 
arm'd in leſs than ten Minutes. I aſked the 
Company's Slaves, who row'd the Boat, and 
could all talk Engliſb, what was the Matter, 
and why all theſe warlike Preparations ? 
they told me that the fooliſh Natives were 
all terrified at my ſurveying Inſtruments, 
being ſure that I came there with a Deſign 
to bewitch'them ! I knew it was in vain to 
argue with poor ignorant Savages, and was 
not a little pleaſed to find they were fo 
much afraid of me, that none would venture 
to touch or come near me; which encou- 
roged me to go on with my Survey: How- 
ever, to guard againſt the worſt, our Chief 
Mate, being the only White Thad with me, 
follow'd me with a loaden Blunderbuſs, 
which he brought a Shore in order to fire 
as a Signal to the Ship to ſend the Long- 
Boat a Shore, if we ſhould find any freſh 
Water. One of our Slaves rowl'd” the 
e vrhich the . Natives endea- 
| d 
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no Hinderance to the Running of the Wheel, 
ſince none would dare to touch it. The 
Arch Rogue who drove it, perceiving their 
Fears, watch'd every ſly Opportunity to 


but they were much too nimble for him, 
and ſkipp'd like Wild Goats to the Right 
and Left out of the Way. I laugh'd very 
| heartily, and only wiſh'd that the Gentle- 
men aboard had been Spectators of the 
merry Scene, it would have afforded them 

ſome ns e Their Activity and Agi- f 
lity was really ſurprizing, I never ſaw in 

England any % een r Se. 

* 9 nimble. | 


1 e eee 
aid o dn Nad ech ial hey.) arut 
being faint with the exceſſive Heat of the 
dun, which was doubl'd by the Reflection 

of the burning Sands, I threw myſelf on 
the Ground under the Shade of a large 
ſpreading Tree, and order d our People to 
make me ſome Punch, we having brought 
Ingredients for that Purpoſe aſhore with us. 

$00 5 | 


make a Puſh with the Wheel at their Legs, 
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The Mate undertook the Charge. 
tired with the Slaves down =" ya 
where the Things were, to make it. No 
ſooner had they left me, and got out 
of Sight, and Call, but I was quickly 
ſurrounded by the ſavage Natives, who 
were all atm'd, either with Javelins, Bows 
and poiſon'd Arrows, or Eurapean Guns. 
Their A ce, at firſt, ſtruck me with 
the ntmoſt Horror: Death, I thought, ſta- 
red me in the Face, and every Moment 1 
expected that that Bleſſing, which all Men 
prize and eſteem above Honour and the 
greateſt Riches, my Life, would have been 
naten d away from me, A Multitude of 
flutter d Senſes. At one Time I imagin'd, 
that the Natives took this Opportunity, as 
I was alone, atherwiſe, I believe, they ne- 
ver would have attempted it, to revenge: 
upon me, the, Fright and Terror I had be- 
fore put them into: Then, I reflected, 
when it was too late, O- dangerous an 
Expedition I had undertaken, and was now 
engag d in, for the Royal African Compa- 
ny, which had colt ſo many ingenious Men 


WAS... At laſt, med noe. to fear 
Death, 
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Death, tho' T apprehended T ſhould be us'd 
| wc erde; and, according to the inhu- 
man n of the W dern in 
bb Thy upon the Ewers. TOY 
rounded with the Black Men, and black- 
er Thoughts, our Mate came to me with 
2 Callabaſty of good Punch. I drank a 
Hearty Draught of it, which ſoon recover'd 
br 4 8 irits, and my Faintneſs having left 
gave a ſudden Spring, and leap'd up 

208 the Ground, which Motion ſo ſcar d 
the Natives, that they ran away in great 
Confuſion, and ſo ſurpriz d, that ſeveral of 
them threw down their Javelins, Bows and 
Guns, and. ſtood at ſome conſiderable Di- 
' Nance from me, ftill believing, as I found 
afterwards, it was in my Power to hurt or 
deſtroy them. The . Conſternation they | 
were in, pleas'd me much, and I began to 
think myſelf now pretty well out of the 
Danger 1 had fear d. However, to ſhew 
them that I ſet em at Defiance, I made 
a ſmall Run, ſnatch'd up ane of the Guns 
they had- dropp'd, and charging it with 
Powder only, I let fly into the Air, but be- 

V2 tore 
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fore I could well do this, they were all ran 
out of Sight. Thus no Harm happen'd 
either to me or the Natives. The Mate 
would have had me purſy'd my Vidtory, 
but I thought it more prudent to decline it, 
leſt by venturing too far, I ſhould by fuch 
Raſhneſs bring upon myſelf the Evils I had 
 eſcap'd, and making the moſt convenient 
Haſte I could down to the Sea-ſide, got 
into the Boat, and from thence ſafe aboard 
the Bonetta, where I diverted myſelf the 
Remainder of that Day in relating the Dan- 
ger I had paſs'd through, to the Gentlemen 
and Ship s Crew. 


e * Monday, the Tenth of October, we 
all went aſhore, at the oppofite Side, to pay 
our Reſpects to the King of Barra, a Mei- 
enger having acquainted his Majeſty, ſome 
time before, that his Excellency Governor 
Rook Rs, of Gambia Caſtle, and ſome o- 
ther Engliſh Gentlemen were coming to ſee 
him. The King came about a Quarter of 
a Mile out of ho Town to meet us, atten- 
ded with three or four Hundred of his 
Subjects, ſeveral of them beating on large 
loud Drums, -while others ſounded Trum 


* 
t ; 
% 


A FYoyage to Guinea. 21 
pets made of Elephants Teeth ; all which 
together made a loud and warlike Noiſe. 
His Majeſty welcom'd us aſhore, and con- 
ducted us to the Town of Barra: His 
People, likewiſe ſhew'd their Joy at our 
Arrival by loud Acclamations, firing their 
Guns, and by ſeveral ſtrange Friſks and 
odd Capers, with which T was wonderful- 
iy delighted. The King endeavour'd to 
receive us in the beſt Manner he could, and 
upon our Arrival in Town, he caus'd his 
Cannon to be fir d, which lay diſmounted 
near his Palace, or rather Cottage; for tho' 
his Majeſty's was the beſt Houſe in the 
Town, yet was it no other than a Mud 
wy thatch'd with Palmetro Leaves, 


Wuzn we were ae ſeated, hs King 
ſent for his Muſician, who play'd on a 
ſtrange Kind of African Inſtrument call'd, 
a BALLA OE. The Inſtrument was well 

tun'd, and made a very agreeable Sound. 
It is made of ſhort Pieces of very hard 
Woad tied together, with Callabaſhes un- 
der them, being all of different Sizes, and 
Is play'd upon, as deſcrib'd'i in the Ts 


ca. 9 | Ha | 
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"as Is Mejeſty, gs our 8 Diverſion, | 

caus'd ſeveral of the Natives to dance be- 
fore us, the Men having drawn Swords in 
their Hands, which they brandiſh'd about 
with wonderous Dexterity, The Dance 
being ended, and all Parties pleas d, the 


King made a ſhort Speech, which was in- 


terpreted to me by his youngeſt Brother, 
who for his better Education reſided moſt- 
ly at the Caſtle, and was very well ac- 
quainted with me. He told me, that the 
King made that Speech to his own People, 
In the Hearing of Governor Rogers, who 
underſtood the Language, and that the 
King faid, © It was very good for Black 
* Man to love White Man, and not hurt, 
ce but make Trade with him; becauſe a 
* White Man's Ships bring ill the good 
«© Things, and ſtrong Liquors into Black 
Man's Country. From which very e- 
legant Speech, it is eaſy to obſerve, that 
the Regard of all Negroes to Europeans is 
founded on no other Nrineiple than pure 
Skin. 


WureN 


Warn we had ſufficiently refreſh'd onr- 
ſelves, I took Leave for a while of the Gen- 
tlemen, in order to go on with my Survey 
of the River Gambia, which I that Day fi- 
niſh'd. The King's Brother would by no 
Means quit me, and ſeveral of the Nobles 
led by his Example follow'd me. As we 
walk'd/along, they aſk'd him, who was? 
and what I was then going upon that I left 
my Company ſo ſuddenly? He told them, 
that I was a great and ingenious Man ſent 
by the. Company to meaſure all the King- 
doms, Iſlands, and Rivers in Guinea, and 
to take Plans and Draughts of them. They 


replied, It was very fit I ſhould, and (quite 


contrary to the Cumbians Notions a few 
Days before) ſaid, they were overjoy'd to 
find that I came to meaſure their Country, 
Their Joys ſeem'd to me as void of Reaſon 

as the others Fears, 'tho' they were no leſs 
diverting ; for they, to ſhew their Appro- 
bation of my Work, took it by Turns to 
ſkip out from among the reſt, and when 
one had run round me three or four 
times, he on a ſudden ſtopp'd and grinn'd 
up full in my Face, which I underſtood 
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was a fine Compliment. They perceiv'd, 
by my laughing, that I was pleas'd, and 
attributed my Mirth to the Compliment, 


tho' it- reſulted from their . EE 
Manner of acting it. 


Aso r Six in the Evening, we went 
aboard, and took our Leaves of Governor 
Rogers, &c. and the next Day being Tueſ- 
day the 11th of Octaber we ſail'd, in Com- 
pany with the Byam, for Sierraleone; but 
before I go any farther, I ſhall give the 
Reader the beſt Deſcription I can of Gam- 

a 8 0 in ne | 


'I navs. obferv'd, in many Maps of 
bi that the great River Niger is laid 
down by the Geographers in the ſame La- 
titude that Gambia lies in. And, unleſs it 
went formerly by the Name of Niger, I 
am perſuaded there mult be a Miſtake in 
thoſe Maps; for Gambia is by far the larg- 
eſt River in that Part of Africa. I have 
been ſhewyn Journals kept on board one of 
the Company's Sloops of 50 Tons, which 
fail'd more than Three Hundred Leagues, 
n Thoufand — up the River 
EVE: - OT. 
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Gambia. At which Height, I have been 
aſſur d, it is broad, ſpacious and navigable; 
nor is there any Doubt, but the Rivers of 
Senegal, Rio Grande, Rio St. Domingo, 
 Burſally, Rio Nunas, Rio Pungo, &c. are 
all different Branches of this great River, 
which, like the Nilus, at the oppeſite Side 
of Africa, empties itſelf into the Sea thro* , 
various Channels, which bear different De- 
nominations as thoſe..juſt mention'd ; but 
let that be as it will, I ſhall not at pre- 
ſent contend with our Ancient DIO 
1 885 =. 

FIS Place was firſt Ares and ſet- 
tled by the Portugueſe, whoſe Progeny are 
ſtill pretty numerous up in the Inland Coun- 

try, and drive a very good Trade with the 
Engliſh. Tho', to ſpeak Truth, there. is 
but little of the Portugueſe to be found in 
them, beſide the Language, being quite de- 
generated into Negroes, and having but ve= 
ry imperfe& Ideas of Chriſtianity. They 
think themſelves ſufficiently qualified for the 
Title of Boon Chriſtians, if they diſtinguiſh 
themſelves from the Pagans, &c. by wear- 
ing a little Crucitzx about their Necks. 
ET eee 
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Tn E Mahometan Religion has lkewifs 
extended itſelf hither, as I ſuppoſe, from 
the South Parts of Barbary, which is not 
very far from hence. And by what I have 
ſeen, I think the Mabometens are, in their 
Way, more ſtrict in the external Obſervance 
of their Religious Ceremonies, than the Chri- 
ftians ; for like true Muſſelmen they all are 
abſtemious in publick, but in private they 
will drink any Thing they can get, even to 
Exceſs. Again, with Reſpect to Polyga- 
my, they endeavour moſt religiouſly to fol- 
low the Example of Mabomet, in having as 
many, or more Wives than 1 know what 
to do with. 


Tux laſt, and indeed the moſt nume- 
rous Sect are the Pagans, who trouble 
themſelves about no Religion at all; yet e- 
very one of them have ſome Trifle or o- 
ther, to which they pay a particular Re- 
ſpect, or Kind of Adoration, believing it 
can defend them from all Danger's: Some 
have a Lion's Tail; ſome a Bird's Feather, 
| ſome a Pebble, a Bit of Rag, a Dog's Leg; 
or, in ſhort, 158 Thing they * And 

this 
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this they call their FI T Is R, which Word 
not only ſignifies the Thing worſhipp'd, but 
ſometimes a Spell, Charm, or Inchantment, 
To take the Hittiſb, is, to take an Oath, 
which Ceremony is variouſly perform'd in 
ſeveral Parts of Guinea. In ſome Places, 


they drink a large Draught of Water, and 


with their Fittiſs may kill them, if what 
they atteſt be not true: And, 


. ſpeaking, a Negro's taking the Fitti 


Guinea may as ſincerely be relied on as 


the Oath of a Chriſtian in Europe. To 


make Fittiſb, is to perform Divine Wor- 


ſhip; Fittiſb-men, are the Pagan Prieſts. 


In ſhort, they all commonly wear their Fir- 


' tiſþ about them, which is fo facred, that 
they care not to let any Body touch it, but 
4 The Day, I din'd with the 
King of Barra, I obſerv'd, that his Muſi- 
cian, who play'd on the Ballafoe, had fix d 


to the Top of his Cap, the Tuſt or Crown 


of a Bird, as in the Draught, of which 


more hereafter ; it being the largeſt and fi- 
neſt. I ever ſaw. I went to take off the 


| Fellow's Cap to look at it, but he, in a Sur- 


prize got up, and ran away : Some of the 


Gentlemen of the Caſtle who ſaw the Ac- 


jon 
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tion ſmil'd, and told me, that was his n 1 
Ziſh,. which ought to be handled by no 
Man, but himſelf. And ſo much for their 


Religion. 


A s for the Languages of Gambia, they 
are ſo many and ſo different, that the Na- 
tives, on either Side the River, cannot un- 
derſtand each other ; which, if rightly con- 
ſider d, is no ſmall Happineſs to the Eura- 

peans who go thither to trade for Slaves; 
becauſe the Gambians, who are naturally ve- 
ry idle and lazy, abhor Slavery, and will 
attempt any Thing, tho never fo deſpe - 
rate, to obtain Freedom. I have known 
ſome melancholy Inſtances of whole Ships 
Crews being ſurpriz d, and cut off by them. 
But the ſafeſt Way is to trade with the dif- 
ferent Nations, on either Side the River, 
and having ſome of every Sort on board, 
there will be no more Likelihood of their 
ſucceeding in a Plot, than of finiſhing the Y 

Tower of Babel | 


I JUST now | deſerib'd the Gambians as 
an indolent Sort of People, nor is it much 
to be wonder'd at ; ; ſeeing that Nature has 
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affordedd 


n 


afforded them all Neceſſaries proper for the 
Support of Life, without any great Art or 


Induſtry of their own; the Ground in this 


Part of the Earth, ſcems, in ſome Mea- 


ſure, to be exempt from the general Curſe. 

As for Clothing they want none, the Beau 
and Belle, the Fop and Coquet, the Peſts 
of all Society, Aſſemblies and Converſa- 
tions in Chriſtendom, have no Being here. 

As to their Houſes, or rather: Hutts, they 
require but very little Art in their Erection. 
They do not ſo much as know the Uſe of 
Houſhould Furniture, the ſſothful Bed, the 
Chair, the Table, Pot, Spoon, Cc. here 
are uſeleſs; for a few dry Sedges, or Reeds 
ſerve thent for a Bed, and the Ground is 
their Seat; fo that an Upholſterer, though 
never ſo good a Workman, may ſtarve a- 
mong them. Nor is there any Work. for 


the Cooper; nevertheleſs they are abun- 
dantly ſtock d with great Choice of extraor- 
dinary good Veſſels which grow wild al- 
moſt every where: I mean, the Gourd, / 
or Callabaſh, whoſe Leaf is like that of a 
Pumpion, nor is the Fruit when green un- 


| like it. Such as grow near the Negroes 
Hutts generally creep up and cover the 
whole 


a Pint to Eight or Ten Gallons. When 
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| whole Roof, being of no leſs Uſe, A s- 
ding the Negroes from the Sun, than that 


of Yonas was to him. When the Callabaff 
is ripe, they cut it from the Stalk, and ſet 
it to dry for three or four Days in che Sun, 
which not only hardens the Outſide, but 


conſumes every Thing within, except the 4 
Seeds, which may eaſily be ſhook out. 


They are ſhap'd like Florence Flaſks moft 


commonly, but they may be form'd to any 


Shape while young. They grow of very 
different Sizes, fo as to contain from Half 


they are ſaw'd down the Middle they make 
very good Platters, Bowls, or Drinking-_ 
Cups, according to their Size; and thoſe 
with very long Necks make good Ladles; 
and, laſtly, when whole they are as good 
a Bottles to keep Liquor in. Perhaps, it 


may be thought, that this laſt Excellence 


of the Callabaſh is entirely uſeleſs to the 


Negroes, who are Strangers to the Art of 


Brewing or Preſſing the Grape, &c. but 
that is a Miſtake, for Nature likewiſe af- 
fords them two or three Sorts of pleafant | 
ſtrong Wines, with no other Trouble than 
that W a — Hole in a Palm- 


Tree, 
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Tree, and hanging a Callabaſh under the 


Droppings of it, which ſometimes will fill 


rc ENG in a Day. 


een of all Kinds are very 


plenty, and exoceding cheap here. I have 
ſeen a ſmall Cow bought for two Bars, or 
two Crowns Sterling, and a fine fat Ox for 
four Bars; a good Fowl for three Muſket- 
Charges of Gunpowder, or three Farthings 
Sterling : Alſo, Hogs, Sheep, and Goats in 
Proportion. - So, that if Mynheer Boſman * 
had ever been in the River Gambia, he 
would not have faid, that the Iſland of 4- 
 nabona was the true Amaltbea, or Cornucv- 
pia, ſo much taken Notice of by the An- 
cients, but rather have aſcrib'd that Title to 


Gambia, Beſides the above-mention'd Cat- 


tle, they have alſo a very pretty Breed of 
fmall Horſes, and I have been credibly in- 
form' d, that the King of Burſally, whoſe 


Dominions border upon the Kingdom of 


Barra, can, upon any Emergency, mount 
and arm Four Thouſand Horſe. 


„A Dutch Hitrian who wrote about the Year 
1696. 
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Elephants, Lions, Tigers, Leopards, Pan- 
thers, Jackalls, and miſchievous Mon- 


Aav 4 
— * 
\ * 


Tux Trade of this Place is very bene- 
ficial for Fine Gold, Slaves, Ivory and 


Tax Engliſh have a Factory ſubordi- 
nate to Gambia Caſtle, at a Place called 

Jar, about Fifty Leagues up the River. 
Alſo another, about Fifty Leagues higher, 
at Cuttajar, and another near the River's 
Mouth, call'd Portdendelly. They once 
had a Settlement upon Charles Iſland, but 
having a PaLLA VER * with the Natives 
they watch d the Opportunity of a Mid- 

night Low Water, and waded over from 
the Main; by which Surprize they got 
Poſſeſſion, and beat the Engliſb off of that 
Iſland, which has been ever ſince deſolate. 
Nevertheleſs, | . we mich W 5 well ſet- 
Pa 0 tled 


a * Pallaver, fignifies = Diba; alſo ox Cong, o 
-  Law-ſuit ; ſometimes, a long Conference is call'd 
a Pallaver. It is a Portugueſe Word uſed every. 

where in Guinea. 1 


/ 


ſtrong regular well; built Caſtle, with thirty 


two large Pieces of Cannon, beſides others 


which are planted near the Water- ſide re- 


garding the North Channel. The old Fort 


was unhappily blown up, Anno 1725, by 
ſome unknown Accident of Fire, undoub- 


tedly Lightning, in the Magazine, and ſe- 


veral People loſt their Lives, particularly 
Governor Plunket ; but it was again expe- 
ditiouſly rebuilt with many Alterations for 


the better, by _— Mw "Y the 


a el 


| [Tirs eim is 1 Srtle,. a- 
| bouriding with Variety of Fruits, Roots, 
and -Sallads. Their chief Fruits are, Oran- 
ges, Lemons, Limes, Guava's, Bonana's, 
Plantanes, by ſome call d Indian Figs, and 
there are ſome Reaſons to believe theſe are 


the Sort of Figs mention d in Scripture, 


Firſt, becauſe Figs are there deſcrib'd to 
| 2 ſo large 


that a ſingle Cluſter is a good Weight for 
a Man to lift with one Hand. Secondly, 


their Leaves are prodigious large and broad, 


n much fitter to make Aprons 
8 „„ 
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tled upon James Iland, where they have a 
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\interrupted by Trrnadoes, becauſe neither 
their Ships turing the: Fatigue of 4 Tur- 


Ts Ai "oyage to Guinea. 
gents of Wagen of which I ſhall RAC 
tice in a proper Place. Their chief Roots 
are Yams and Potatoes. Their beſt Sallads 

flex, and Cucumbers, which they 
kake all the Year round. In ſhort, Gambia 
is a pleaſant, antes fine en 1 ve- 


ry wikealthy.:' 


On ene ther th of October, as * 
ſaid before, we ſail d, in Company with the 
Byum, for Sierraleone. That Day and the 
next, we ſteer d away Weſt by South, and 
Weſt-South-Weſt right off to Sea, in order 
to avoid the Shoals of Grande, which lie 
off, or extend themſelves at leaſt Fifty 
Leagues from the Shore. On Thurſday, 

ſhaped our Courſe foutherly for Sierra 


lenne; Friday Morning was uſher'd in wit 


a flat'Chlm; which held üs many Days: 


we made a-Shift to paſs the tedious Hours 


away tolerübly well; by viſiting each other 


daily + Nevertheleſs, our Mitth was often 


nanders would venture to kave 


Ix” nde, 
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nadoe, which generally laſts about an Hour, 
and never fails to give you timely Notice of 
its Approach by exceſſiye Thunder, Light- 
ning, and dark Clouds: Which terrible 
Warning always obliges us to put ourſelves 
in a Readineſs, by furling our Sails, Gc. to 
receive a Storm too fierce to be deſerib d 
This is ſucceeded by Rain, which falls as 


heavy and as faſt as Water thro' a Sieve. 


And this may daily be expected during the 
rainy Seaſons in Gxinea. As this was the 
firſt Turnadoe I was in, I was horribly 
frighten'd, and imagin d, that we could 

not poſſibly ſurvive it; every Moment I 
thought. was our laft, and every Guft of 
Wind I expected would fink us to the 
Bottom of the Sea, This was ſucceedyd 
by a great Calm, which Was very fatiguinę 
and troubleſome! to us, and which had like 
to have brought on us a moſt dreadful C- 
lamity, for in the Space of Fourteen Days, 


our Water on board the Bonetta fell ſhort, 


and we muſt all have inevitably periſh d 


had not the Byam been in Company, 
from whence we recciv'd freſſi Supplies ſe- 


veral Times. During theſe Calms we ofteh 
wg: theCurrent > ſet N. E one Knot. 
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ON ef the Third of — 


we ſaw Land, bearing Eaſt North Eaſt, a- 


bout Ten Leagues diſtant; we ſounded and 


had Twenty-five Fathom coarſe Sand, with 
ſmall Stones. The Land being very high, 


we ſuppos'd it to be the high Lands of 


Sierraleone, and therefore we crowded our 
Sails all that ever we could, in hopes of 


making Land before Night, having but a 


very eaſy Gale at Eaſt-South-Eaſt. About 


Eleven Clock, we ſaw a Sail in Shore, 


and when we drew nigher, we perceiv'd 
that ſhe lay by, and was waiting for us: 
This gave us various Apprehenſions, know- 
ing how buſy the Pirates had been the 


[Year before, on the Coaſt of Guinea. We 
therefore put ourſelves in the beſt Poſture 
of Defence we could, and held our Courſe 
bot about Five in the Afternoon when we 
can me up and {poke with him, who prov'd 
Fo: be no Pirate, but a very good Friend 


and Acquaintance, vis. Captain" Creighton 


of the Queen Elizabeth, bound from Sier- 


ralbone to Nio Nunas trading for Gold, 
Ivory, and Camwood; who ſceing us ſtand 


in for the Land + aan we were bound 


#5 for 


ſnd 


TP = W 
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for Sierraleone, and had miſtaken it: He 
therefore lay by to let us know, that thoſe 
High Lands were the Idelbs, which are 
ſmall rocky Iſlands about Twenty Leagues 
to the Northward of Sierraleone. We were 

very thankful to him for his kind Informa- 
tion, and parted ; he held his Courſe to the 

Northward, and we ſteer d away South, 
At Sun-ſet the Wind died away, but about 
Eleven o'Clock we had a fine Land, Breeze 
at Eaſt came off to us, which held us till 
about Ten the next Day, at which Time 
we could plainly ſee the Sauſaws, exceed- 
ing high Lands, which are Twenty Miles 
up in the Country. About Eleven, the 
Sea-Breeze came in very freſh at Weſt up- 
on us, and we quickly ſaw Cape Sterra- 
leone, bearing South-Eaſt, diſtant Six Lea» 
gues. As ſoon as we got a- breaſt of the 
Cape, which was about Sun-ſet *, we hoi- 
ſted the Union-Flag at the Main-top Maſt 


Head, and faluted it with Seven Guns, as 
D 3 did 


1 In all Places between the Twoicks, the Sun riſes 
at Six, and ſets at Six, nor is there any perceivable 
Difference between = ſhorteſt and the longeſt Day 


ny" 


„ ee notch 
did alſo the Byam. All Guinea Governors 


are by Charter empower'd to wear the U- 
nion-Flag in their reſpective Diſtricts. "Tho! 


we were oyertaken by Night, yet we 


 fiil'd into the River, ſounding as we went, 


and the Byam follow'd us. It being pretty 
dark, we hung out a Light at our Enſign- 
Staff, and they one at their Jibbon-End, to 
keep clear of each other. We kept pretty 
_ cloſe under the high Hills, and had good 
regular Soundings from Eight to Ten Fa- 
thom, but the Byam, which was fomeWay 
on the Outfide of us, had at one Caſt eigh- 
teen F athom, the very next Twelve, and 
then again no Ground with a Twenty Fa- 
thom Line; at the next Caft Ten Fathom, 
and fo on till they haul'd in a little cloſer 
after us; and then they had the ſame Sound- 
ing as we had. When we had got up as 
far as Frenchmans Bay, we diſcover'd two 
Lights cloſe in Shore, one belong'd to 
a ſmall trading Shallop, and the other to 
the Friendſhip Sloop of Barbadbes, com- 
manded by Captain Crocker, who ſeeing 
our two Ships that Afternoon in the Of- 
| fing hung out Lights to ſhew' us where to 


come to Anchor. As ſoon as we had an- 
chor'd, 
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our Ship being next him, to inform him- 


ſelf, who and what we were; and then 


he welcom'd us to Sierraſeone. We told 

him, we could treat him with no other 
Drink than Madeira Wine, we having been 
ſo long coming from Gambia, that all our 
Limes were expended ; but he immediate- 
ly ſent aboard his Sloop for a Handkerchief 


of Limes, and, whilſt we drank Punch to- 


gether, he gave us a ſhort Account of the 
State of the Company's Affairs at Benſe I- 


fand, then under the Dine on Mr. Mar- 


nadule Panwell, 


4 Tow. next Morning, we he 21 
in a ſmall pleaſant Bay, ſurrounded with 
exceeding high Hills, all coyer d with tall 


beautiful Trees, ſwarming with various 


Kinds of Birds, which, as ſoon as Day 
broke, made the Woods ring. Which 
Captain Crocker alſo did, for as ſoon as he 


ſaw the Union-Flag at our Maſt-Head, he 


ſaluted it with Five Guns, and we return'd 
him three. In this Bay is extraordinary 
good freſh Water, which, guſhing out of 
the Rocks on the Side of the Hill, comes 

| D 4 down 


chor'd, Captain Crocker came aboard us, 


G — 3 —— ——ᷣ— a HB, > — _ 0 " 
4 


ga 5 | 


40 A Voyage to Guinea. 


down like a Spout, ſo that we could fill all 


our Caſks without the Help of a Tundiſh. 
Here we water d. And the Bottom of the 


Bay being pretty clear of Rocks, we drew 
our Sain, or Net, and catch'd good Store 


of large Mullets, and other Fiſh : Alſo an 
Alligator, which the N _— devour'd 
Jy. 


On Sunday; hs Sixth of Awad. | 


all went up to Benſe Iſland, whereon ſtands 
a regular Piece of Fortification, on which 
are mounted twenty-two - Pieces of heavy 


Cannon; befides a Battery under the Fort 
Wall, on which are planted Eleven Pieces 


more. This Ifland is the Refidence of the 
Governor. When we landed, Mr. Charles 
took Poſſeſſion of his Government, and had 
our Complements on that Occaſion, though 
mine happen'd to be unluckily ſpoil'd in 
the making, for at that Time not being a- 
ble to recolle& the Name of the Iſland of 
which he was Governor, I blunder'd out 


Baratraria, (which is an Iſland of no Re- 
pute) inſtead of tr che a fad Miſtake i in- 


* 


Ox 
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on N ee che n 1 W my 
Survey but here I met with no ſuch Op- 
poſition. as at Gambia, the Inhabitants of 
this Country being more uſed to the Cu- 
ſtoms and Manners of the Europeans. Ne- 
vertheleſs, there are ſeveral Things in theſe 


1 


Parts worth our Obſervation, of which 1 


ſhall make Mention as I proceed. And 
firſt, I ſhall give a ſhort ee of the 
Country i in general. i 


SIERRALEONE was firſt diſoo- 
ver d by the Portugueſe, but I cannot be 


rightly inform'd at what Time the Engliſh 


became Maſters of it, nor indeed is it very 
material, ſince they have had it a Number 
of Vears in their Poſſeſſion unmoleſted, till 
Roberts, the famous Pirate took it in the 
Vear 1720, when Old Pluntet, who was 
blown up in Gambia Caſtle, was Gover- 
nor, which he effected in the following 
Manner : Roberts having then three good 


ſtout Ships under his Command, put into 


Szerraleone for freſh Water, and finding a 
Trading Ship in Frenchman's Bay, he took 


1 from thence and carried her into ano- 


5 ther 


ther Bay, with a "TORY narrow Enterance 
near the Cape, and when there was a great 
Depth of Water. This, in my Survey, I 
have call'd Ae e becauſe when Ro- 
' berts had rifled her, he ſet Fire to her: 
Part of her Bottom was to be ſeen at Low ̊ 
Water when I was there. The next Day, 
he ſent up a Boat well mann'd and arm'd, 
with his humble Service to Governor Plun- 
tent deſiring to know if he could ſpare him 
'any Gold Duſt, or Powder and Ball. Old 
Plunkett return'd him Word, that he had 
no Gold to ſpare; but as for Powder and 
Ball, he had ſome at Mr. Roberts's Service, 


ff he would come for it. Roherts, having 
- receiv'd this Anſwer, brought up his three 


Ships next Flood before Benſe Iſland, and 
a ſmart Engagement ſoon follow d between 


him and the Governor, which laſted ſeveral 


Hours, till Plunkett had fir d away all his 
Shot and Iron Bars; upon which, he be- 
| eee e Book, row d up the back 
Channel to a ſmall Ifland call'd Tombs; but 
Fra vicky follow'd, took him, and 
brought him back again to Benſe, hare 
Roberts was, who upon the firſt Sight of 

Plunteri ſwore at him ee for 


bis 
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his Viſ Impudence in daring to reſiſt him, 
Old Plunkett, finding he had got into bad 
Company, fell a ſwearing and curſing as faſt 
or faſter than Roberts, which made the reft 
of the Pirates laugh heartily, defiring No- 
herts to fit down and hold his Peace, for he 
had no Share in the Pallaver with Plunlets 
at all, 80 that by meer Dint of Curſing 


and Damning, Old: Plunkett, eee 
e e h Y : 


Wuzrn they had rifled the | Warehouſes, 
they went aboard their Ships, and fail d out 
of the River the next Ebb, leaving Qld 
Plunkett once more in the quiet Poſſeſſion 
of his Fort, which the Pirates had not da- 


mag d greatly. 


2— is mate en an Kan 
try, eſpecially towards the Cape, where the 
Hills are exceeding high and rocky, but ne- 
vertheleſs they are cover d with Trees which 
Harbour many wild Beaſts; ſuch as Tigers, 
Leopards and Lions; from whence it was 
firſt call d by the Portugueſe, SIBRRA DB 
LEONE; or, The Mountain of Lias. And 


the Country * its Name to the River, 


* 


44 A Ve age 10 Guinea. 
which is very broad at the Entrance, being 
above Four Leagues from the Cape to Leo- 
pardi Iſland, at the oppoſite Side of the 
*River's Mouth. The Middle, indeed, is 
very ſhallow being dry at Low Water in 
ſome Places, for the Depth of the Channel 
lies cloſe in by the Cape; and thoſe who 
fail into Srerraleone, muſt keep the Star- 

board Shore cloſe aboard, failing always 
cloſe under the high Hills, where they may 
be ſure of regular Soundings, and in all the 
Bays extraordinary good Anchoring Ground; 
but near the Edge of the Shoals,” the Bot- 
tom is very uneven and foul Ground, as be- 
fore obſerv'd. 


* this River, the Company have two 
Iſlands, viz. T Asso, a large flat Iſland, 
near three Leagues in Circumference, on 
which the Company's Slaves have a good 
Plantation. The reſt of the Iſland is co- 
ver'd with Wood, among which are Silk 
Cotton Trees of an unaccountable Size; o- 
ther Cotton is alſo produc'd here very good 
and Indico. Their other Iſland is Beynsz, 
on which e! Fort I have — 


| ſcrib d. FA 
Tas 
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| kk: 18 River 8 n Sorte of 
Fiſh, moſt of which are very good in their 
Kind, except che Oyſters; of which there 
are vaſt Quantities growing to the Branches 


of Trees! I make no Doubt, but many will 


Aſſertion; but the Fear of ſuch like Ob- 
jections ſhall, at no Time, hinder my giv- 
ing a faithful Narrative of whatſoever I met 
Expedition. Therefore, I ſhall. acquaint 
my Reader, that the Mangrove” is a Tree 
which 'grows in ſhallow Water. The Leaf 
is exactly like that of an European Laurel, 
and the Branches have a natural Tendency 
downwards to the Water. Theſe under 
Water are always ftor'd with ſuch Shell- 
fiſh as in hot Climates grow even to our 


Ships Bottoms, the chief of which are Oy- 
ſters. And I have often cut off the Branch 
of a Mangrove fo full of Oyſters, 'Barna- 
cles CO eres LA CN Oy 


T HE next "able ie Thing here worth 
our Notice i is the Crocodile, an amphibious 
1 Creature, 
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the ncht Paragraph he declares, that he ne- 


Creature, of a dark brown Colour, fortified 
with Scales, large enough to make Caps, or 
rather 3 for e ug. who or 
peſter d with them, and they do much Da- 
mage. They e ene OP to 
m ag _ e or nnn A engine 


I. . in — 1 
nta, tells us , that the Crocodile is à fä- 
padious Die but in tlie latter End of 


ver heard of any Miſchief they hall done. 


wary People as they paſs by, I am not of 


muſt be made for the äncient figurative 


Way of Writing, wherein. the Trrachery | 
of the Crocodile is deſerib' d; and though 


not by Teats; yet, I declare, I have been 


decdeiv' d by a Crocodile in the fullowwing 
Manner: One ee as I walk d round 


— 


4 V oyage to Guinea. 47 
male. a lttl 3 There + iy 
a huge Crocodile upon the Shore, which 
appear d to us like the Trunk of an old 
Tree left there by the Tide; but we were 
quickly undeceiv d, for when: the Dog lad 
got cloſe by the Head of it, it made a 
Spring at him, and took him, which ſud - 
den Motion ſo terrified us, that we took to 
our Heels, and as ſoon as we were far e- 
nougli out of his Reach, Connell turn d a- 
bout, and whiſtled for his Dog Ball, but 
of a Dog, the only Evil we ſuſtain d by 
thoſe voracious Animals, for whenever our 
5 Hogs er Goats happen'd to feed near the 
Water: ſide, they ſeldom eſcap'd the Cro- 
codile; who as. ſoon as they pepe e 
make to the a orgs TOE 


#* 
480 
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Tue River ab benen with Allize- 
toon Trilich: are much of the ſame Nature 
. and . exactly like 


ns — 1 them, | 
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them, but of a much ſmaller Size, the lar- 

geſt not exceeding eight Feet in Length, 

and therefore are not able to do much Miſ- 
chief aſhore, they prey moſtly upon Fiſh. 
During our Stay in this River we took two 
Alligators, one of which we gave to the 
Negroes, who highly prize the Fleſh of 
this Animal as dainty Food. The other, 
which was about five Foot long, we faſten- 
— RAR op, e to ee 


n Mie chus far delerib'e om: 
let us look a little to the Shore, and here 
we ſhall find ſeveral Sorts of wild Beaſts, 
beſides thoſe already mention'd ; ſuch as 
Elephants, Jackalls, M Mandrills, ' Apes and 
Deer of ſeveral Kinds. All which I ſhall 
deſcribe in Order: And firſt; I ſhall begin 
with the Elephant, a very large heavy built 
Creature, being generally from eleven to 
fourteen Feet high. Some Authors tell us, 
they are much larger in India, and wonde - 
rous ae which 1 is W a It 
may appear _ nies Number of Tech 
* are yearly l in thoſe Woods, 
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from whence moſt Parts of Europe are ſup- 
plied with Ivory. And as to the ſhedding 
of their Teeth, at certain Times, I muſt beg 
Leave to give my Opinion, as well as Mr. 
Boſman, WhO ſays, Nor is it, in the 
<< leaſt probable, that a ſolid Body, compo-- 
« ſed of ſuch hard Subſtance as Elephants 
e Teeth, can in about Twenty Years Time 
« grow from One to a Hundred Pound 
„Weight, Sc. To all which I ſhall 
venture to give this Anſwer : That it is ve- 


ry probable an Elephant's Tooth may grow 


to its full Size in much leſs Time than 
Twenty Years, becauſe the Horn of a Deer 
is no leſs hard, and a Body no leſs ſolid 
than the Tooth of an Elephant, yet every 
Body knows that the Head or Horns of a 


Buck are but a Three Months Growth from 
the Time they firſt ſprout till they are full 


grown and burniſh'd : Therefore, if ſo ſmall 


an Animal as a Buck can in Three Months 


produce ſo ſolid a Subſtance, what may we 
expect from the largeſt and ſtrongeſt of 


Beaſts? Beſides, ' there are other very per- 
uaſive Reaſons to induce one to believe the 
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Certainty of this Argument from what I 
have heard ſeveral Negroes. fay who: have 
ſearch'd the Woods for Teeth, that they 
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never found more than one in a Place, hich 


plainly ſhews they have been dropp'd at 


ina. There is Abundance of it upon Taſſs 


_ 
et CAS TR * 
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different Times, in different Places, but e- 
nough of this. - The Elephant feeds moſtly 
upon a Sort of Fruit not unlike» a Papaw; 
which grows wild in ſeveral Parts of Gui- 


Illand, which often invites Elephants to 
ſwim. over thither from the Main, One of 
the Company's Slaves ſhot an Elephant one 
Day upon Taffo, who: knowing the Fury of 
that Creature when provok d, ran imme- 


diateh into a Thicket for a Safeguard. 


The Elephant, at firſt; attempted to follow. 
him, but whether the Pain of his Wound 
or the Cloſeneſs of the Trees hinder d his; 
Purſuit, none can tell; for he quickly: 
gave over the Chace, and betook himſelf to 
the Water, I ſuppoſe, to ſwim over to the 
Main, tho he never.reach'd it alive; ſor 


he died in the Water, and the Tide carried 


him don to Foro Bay, where the Negroes 
quickly knock'd out his Teeth, and cut up 
his Carcaſs, for they account it excellent 


Food. 
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AVojage m Guinds. fr 
Foil. An Elephant's Motion | in che Wa- 
ter bo: very [wilt | that m6 'teticoar'd Boat 
can rom aurhy {rom him, and upon Land 
theit/Speod 16 . mae 
al Ty 12 581 9111 „ La bn 
Tun next u de Juckiatl/ or Rd thay 
Wich is about the Size of a Dy 
xhe Limbs pants: ne de 
hae che Nob nase, my the Teeth ors 
; ſeveral White Men in this 
Dotintty, — — ſeen ein and deſcrib 
ed them to ie; miſtook: tliem for Wolves 
as ferce as Tigers; having, 1 they o d, 
never ſwen a Wolf in Burope; - 245 EO 
SOL {re SoHo TT Ir E 

I sua next deftelbe a ſtrange Sort of 
Anal calkd by the White Men in this 
Country, a Mandrill, but why it is ſo cal. 
led I know not, nor did I ever hear of the 
Name before, neither can thoſe who call 
them ſo tell, except it be for their near Re- 
feimblance of's Hitman C ure; | 
thing at al like an Ape. Their Bodies; 
when full grown, are as big in Circumſe. 
rence as a middle. ſiz d Man's. Their Legs 
much + ſhorter; and their Feet | enger, e 


£ ugly; being all over wrinkled as with O 
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Arms and Hands in Proportion. The Head 
is monſtrouſly big, and the Face broad and 
flat, without any other Hair but the Eye- 


brows, the Noſe very ſmall, the Mouth 


wide, and the Lips thin. The Face, which 
is cover d by a White Skin, is Wee 


Age, the Teeth broad and very yellow, che 


Hands have no more Hair than the Face, 
but the fame white Skin, tho“ all the reſt 
of the Body is cover d with long black Hair 
like a Bear. They never go upon all-Four 


like Apes, but cry when vex'd or teas'd, 
juſt like Children. It is ſaid, that the Males 
often attack and uſe Violence to the Black 


Women whenever they meet them alone 


in the Woods: They are generally very 


ſnotty-noſed, and take great Delight in ſcra- 
ans it 0 Wan their Noſes . mo 


"I E * * dh jt ch "Ba one. 8 5 1 


; merbus, whom I ſhall have Occaſion here- 


after to mention, made me a Preſent of one 


of theſe ſtrange Animals, which are call? | 
by the Natives Boggoe : It was a She-Cub | 


| of 6x Months. . but Was then larger 


than 


6 
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than a Baboon. I gave it in Charge to one 
of the Slaves, who knew how to feed and 


nurſe it, being a very tender Sort of Ani- 


mal, bat whenever I went off of the Deck, 


the Sailors began to teaze it; ſome lov'd to 
ſee its Tears, and hear it cry; others hated 


its ſnotty Noſe; one who hurt it, being 
check d by the Negroe that took Care of it, 
told the Slave he was very fond of his Coun- 
try-woman, and aſk'd him, if he ſhould 
not like her for a Wife? To which the 
Slave very readily replied, No this, no my 
Wife, this a white Woman, this fit Wife 
for you. This unlucky Wit of the Negroe's 
I fancy haſten'd the Death of the Beaſt, for 
the next Morning i it was N dead N 
the e - 155 | | 


As &r hs Monkies and Deg" it will be 


needleſs to give any Deſeription of them, 
they being all fo well known in Europe al- 
ready, except the ſmall Antelope, which I 
ſhall have Occaſion hereafter to take Notice 
of, in my Deſcription of the Gold Coat, I 
ſhall therefore inform the Reader, that, 
during my Survey of this Place, Cap- 
tain . loſt no Time in ſending a- 
. ſhore 
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| ſhore ſuch Goods and Arms, as were for 
the Uſe of the Fort. But having done my 


| Buſineſs here, and the Ship wanting to be 


: Things relating to my Survey: And, on 


careen d, and to get in a new Mizzen 
Maſt, I thought this a very good Oppor 
tunity to furvey. the River 8ER RRNO: Ac 
cordingly, I applied to the Governor for 
one of the Company's Sloops then lying in 
the River, and ſuch Men as I ſhould chuſe; 
which was immediately granted, having In- 
ſtructions from the Company, as the other 
Governors had, to aid and aſſiſt me in all 


Monday,” the Fourteenth of November, 1 
Gil'd from Benſe Hland, on board the Sier- 
ralkone Sloop, Thomas Nirklam, Maſter, for 
Sherbro ; alſo Captain Ridley of the Jac- 
' guin Sloop, who, being an entire Stranger 
to that River, went with us, in order to ob- 
tain Knowledge of it. On Wedneſday. E- 


vening, we arriv'd at che Bonana Iſles, the 


largeſt of which is very well inhabited. 
Here I found ſome white Inhabitants, who 
formerly belong'd to the Royal African 
Company, but had quitted that Service, and 
ſet up for themſelves, having Shallops of 
their own, in which they traded to the 

| | North- 


Northward at Rio Pungo, and Rio Nunaz, 

fot Slaves, Teeth and Camwood, by which | 
Means they had brought a very conſidera- 
ble Trade to thoſe Iſlands, there being few 
or no Ships bound down the Coaſt that did 


not ny chere. 

o Friday: the Eighteenth, we were 
becalm'd at the Entrance of the River 
Sherbro, and I was greatly ſurpriz d at four 
ſeveral Water ſpouts, which were tlien very 
near us. As we are Strangers to Water- 
ſpouts in theſe cold Climates, I believe it 
may not be amiſs. 946.5569 the Rauber 8 
2 brief Account of them. 2 „ 297 


* 


1 Bene . Heat 70 the 1 
is ſo great and violent, that it not only ex- 
hales and ſucks up the Damps and Moi- 
ſtures of low fenny Lands, but alſo vaſt Bo- 
dies of Water out of the Sea, in the follow- 
ing Manner. The Surface of the Water 
firſt turns round like a Whirpool, from the 
Centre of which a Body of Water riſes, or 
rather plays up like a Fountain to a vaſt 
Height. Sometimes, when the Sun has not 
Power enough to ſuſtain fo great a Weight, 
E . it 
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founder any Ship; which undoubtedly has 
been the Fate of many a Ship where no 
Man was left alive to tell. Therefore to a- 
void it, all Ships, when near them, endea- 
vour to break them by firing at them, for 
though the Ball ſhould not hit them, yet 
the Concuſſion of the Ait ſeldom fails to 
break them, and then they come down, as 
before-mention'd, without any Damage to 
the Ship. Otherwiſe, as the Sun's Power 
draws them to and fro on the Surface of the 
Water, no Ship cou'd be ſafe near them. 
At a Diſtance, they look like huge Pillars 
rear d or ſet up from the Sea to the Hea- 
vens, whoſe Tops are regularly diſpers'd in- 
to dark Clouds; for tho! no Cloud was to be 
ſeen at the firſt Riſing of the Water-ſpout, 
'yet the Sky ſhall quickly be overcaſt with 
Clouds that are viſibly form'd out of it, 
which ſeldom fail to bring good Store of 
Lightning and Thunder, eſpecially when 
the Sun is down, which happen'd to be our 
Caſe that Night, for I never ſaw ſo much 
Lightning, or heard ſo much Thunder, be- 
fore or ſince. _ : L 


ON 


Len iss g we hs ay e Ale 8. 
far as a ſmall Town belonging to one Za- 
chary Cummerbus, a Mullatoe, who was the 
Son of a late Engliſd Agent upon York I. 
ſland. Here I was very kindly entertain d, 

but being impatient to ſee in what Poſture 
the Company's Affairs were upon Terk L. 


land, I made no Stay here, but immedi- 


ately proceeded up the River, and arriv'd 
at the ſaid Iſland next Day. When I went 
aſhore, I found no white Man but one Mr. 

Hualditeb, a Factor, who was deſtitute of all 
Manner of Defence againſt the Natives. 


He told me, he had receiv'd ſeveral Viſits 
from them, and that they always took care 
to carry away whatſoever they fancied of 


the Company's. Effects. Here once ſtood 
a very good Fort, which. is now amine 


* of Ruins. 


TRE King of hikes, TERRY of my 
Arrival, came the next Day with a huge 
Train of Attendants, . at leaſt three Hun- 
dred Men to ſee me, and brought with him, 
by way of Preſent, two Kentles * of Rice, 


Kentle, is a Hundred Weight. 


two 


— 


— — 
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8 „ * — 
— _ 0 — — 
_ 
- * — 


greedily receiv'd, and ty d on his Sletias 
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turn of which, I preſented his Majeſty with 
two Braſs Pans, two Pewter Diſhes and a 
Baſon, a Fathom of Sletias, and Four 
Bunches of Beads, 2 pretty Preſent for an 
African King, which however he very 


immediately about his Neck with a double 
Knot under his Chin, and the two Ends 
hung down before on his Cape Moumt Sur- 
plice, which is a Sort of Garment made 
and worn by the Natives of Cape Mount, 
being of Cotton, - ſtriped with Blue' and 
White; the Shape is juſtly deſcrib'd-by the 


his Boſom, the buſhy End of a Lion's Tail, 


Which he flouriſh'd about ſeveral Times, 
and made a long Harangue, after which hie 


ſate down by Mr. Cummer bus and ſaid ſome- 
thing to him: When he had done, I aſk- 
ed Mr. Cummerbus the Meaning of all 
that had paſs d, who told me, that the 
he flourith'd it round, pointing to all the 


Countries as far or farther then we could 


* Sletras, a thin Sort of Linnen Clotn. 
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ſee $0.ſhew me hig Power, and the Extent 
of his Dominignsz And, laſtly, when he 
ſato down, he deſir d that Lmight be:ſpoke 
to for fame Victuals to xefreſſ himſelf and 
his People, fim whence I. concluded, 1 
ate * eee 4 * W 


Fur 1 — 7 1 an —— 
tory of the Company's Effects, and appoint- 
ing one Allen, a Writer, to be an Affiſtant 


to Mr. Holditch, I ſaluted the King with 


five Guns, took my Leave, and departed. 
It was ĩmagin d, upon my Departure, by 
Halditch and Allen, that his Majeſty would 


have return d te Sherbro, but they were 
miſtaken, and the King's Stay they knew 


would be very expenſive to them. Up- 
on this they grey very uneaſy, and, in a 
ſhort Time, they came to this Reſolution, 
to beg of his Majeſty to return Home to 
his own Country, and his People with him. 


At which, the King fell into a great Rage, 


and ſwore. by his Fittiſh, that all the Coun- 
try was his, that he only ſuffer d the En- 
gliſb to refide there upon certain Condi- 
Hons 3 that es Hand and all the Goods 


n 


— 


pon 


— dt - — IS pO a * g * Y 
I KKS e e -+- 
5 TY , 2 
by . = 5 
— . & x =» 
* * 


* * — "= 
r 81 Dee 


— — 
. — —_—_ 
— "+ "oe 
v r wT 2% 
- > - - 


_ — + -- 


n 
8 uf  & N j — —— 
= — n WE ied 5g te > 
oe. = * — * =" 


r — 
> wer Og; 


8 
— —— OY 
8 


upon it were his, an Which be would 100 
make them ſenſible of, fince they had not 
paid him his Col E. * To which Mr. 


 Holditch replied, that it was not three . 


Moons ſince his Cole had been paid, and 


Anſwer ang the King to fach 8 a mee 


that he ſtruck Holditch, and ſeiz d Allen, 
whom he dragg' d down to the Water-ſide, 
and threw him into a Canoe, ordering ſome 


of his People to follow me, and leave Al 


len with me, and to tell me, that he had 
ſent Allen to me, he having no Bufineſs 
upon York Ifland, but no one would ven- 
ture to do that, ſo Allen was permitted. to 
walk up quietly from the Water-ſide. In 


the mean time, Holditch took the Oppo - 


tunity of writing to me the following L 


ter, which he ſent away privately 14 a fn- 
gle Man i in a Canoe. | 
vet 
* Cole is a certain Tribute or Cuſtom paid yearly- 
by the Royal African Company, not only for Rent or 
Acknowledgment for York Ifland, but alſo for Libert ö 
of trading up the River for Camwood and Teeth. 


+ The Negroes reckon by Moons „ not by -— 
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F, Oo was: p oak ung of Sight bes 
Re ſore there arriv d a Canoe loa- 
« den Nich Camwood, being Part of an old 
Debt due from an Inland Trader to the 
Company. When we would have weigh- 
< ed it the King hinder'd us, and under a 
«© Pretence of demanding the Cole, he has 
* ſeiz'd not only that but every Thing elſe 
c he likes: He is now loading his Canoes 
5 out of the Company's Warehouſe, and 
<« unleſs you come Time enough to pre- 
45 vent it, will carry off every F of 
Value from bene, IJ am 


2 r eg Hubble 


NICH. \HOLDITCH. 


bn Pune eee 
get away from the Iſland, fo that I could 
not ail very far that Tide, but upon tis fri 
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Return of the Flood I was forc'd to come 
to Anchor, where we had not been long 
before we ſpied a ſmall Canoe with a fin- 
gle Man in it come paddling in great Haſte 
towards us, and as ſoon as he came aboard 
he delxwer & to me the above Letter, which 
When. I Tad 2 Leid che two Cap- 
aims" and Ny, and read ws: o 
them. 1 chen dechat'd chat it dad my 
Defigt 46-go/frnnieliechy to the Amftance 
of pe Alter, and itt we Had no- 
dock Slo 
with 880 6858 niet: and kerelbte 1 
concluded, that we; ought Rot to Nan by 
tamely ani ſee our Mafters robb'd before 
our Faces. Nindam anf er d, that Is In- 
on fert Goerhör CB was to take 
Orders from me, and therefore fad, that 
whatſoever I commanded he was ready and 
willing to obey to the utmoſt of his Power. 
But Rialey faid, it was Madneſs with fix or 
eight Men to attack three or four Hundred. 
I then laid before him the Advantages we 
were poſſeſs d of, and the Probability of our 
Succeſs; and this 1 did witft forne Warmth. 
Rrdtey a ce no Reply, but 1 


down into the Cabbin' where the Ari; - 
he 


A » 
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immediately retum d with a drawn Outlaſs 
in his Hand. At firſt, I thought he would 
have attack d mo; but 1 was wiſtaken, for 
when he had flouriſh'd it three er four times 
over his Head, he ſwore he would follow 
me through. Fire and Water, | And indeed 
| he made his Wordb good, for that Evening 
he fay'd my Liſe wude, e gt was 
find * = _— 3 
We en weig e he 
got under” Ball, and kevin 2 ſtrong Tide of 
Flood, "and'a Sea Breeze, we were not long 
getting up te 244 Wand, In the mean 
Time we charg d all onr great Guns with a 
ſufficient Quantity of Mufket Balls. There 
being a bold Channel before the Hand we 
came to Anchor within twenty Yards of | 
the Shore, a little without Side of the King's 
Canoes. Our ſudden Arrival was no ſmall 
Surprize to the King and his People, eſpe- 
_ cially When they faw-me coming; aſhore at 
the Head of a Canoe with a drawn Sword 
in my Hand, and the two Captains, alſo 
two of the Company's Shves, junk For, 
Fellows, . all arm'd with dr: 
As ſoen as the Once touch'd the — 1 
leap d 


os $A 


#*S 


3 


— 
— LC — — — . © 12a i ts 


leap'd out, and the others after: We march- 
ed up to the old Gate of the Parade, which 
was then ſtanding, where there were about 
One Hundred Negroes left, as I ſuppoſe, to 
guard the Gate-way, all being arm'd weigh 
either Guns, Javelins, Scimitars, ' Stillettoes 


terrified at our Approach, for they open'd 
to the Right and Left, and : made 5 Way for 


us to march in. From thence we proceed- 
ed directly to the Factory-houſe, where the 
King was with the reſt of his Guards he- 
fore the Door. . Theſe were bolder than 


the other, nor would they make Way for 


us, till I had dealt among them ſeveral 


ee Blows,. and forc'd my Way through 
into the Factory-houſe with Ridley at my 


Heels. When I was in, I was agrceably 


ſurpriz d to ſee a third white Man with 
 Holditch and Allen, one Simon Wild, a Sol- 


dier, belonging to the Company who came 
down the Riyer that Day, in the aforeſaid 
Canoe, with the Camwood. When I found 


we were ſix white Men in Number, I 


thought it a ſufficient Force to reſcue our 


Goods from fix Hundred Negroes, that is, 
with the Help- of our Sloop. I therefore 
| the aladdreſs d 


85 
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addreſs' d his Majeſty, who underſtood En- 
gliſh, and could ſpeak a little) in a very 
ſtern Manner, and aſk'd him, where all 
the Canoes, which were loaded with the 
Company's Camwood were bound? He 
made me no Reply; however, Holditeh 
and Allen pour'd forth their Complaints, 
and told me how they were abuſed, beat- 
en and dragg'd down to the Water, Sc. I 
alſk'd his Majeſty, if theſe Allegations were 
true, but I receiv'd no Anſwer. I then 
told him, I had given him a Rope to hang 
himſelf, and without any further Ceremo- 
ny, ſeiz'd him by his new Neckcloth, (which 
] believe had never been taken off from the 
firſt Minute he ty'd it on) and dragg'd him 
by it, out of the Houſe, to the Middle of 
the Parade, where, before all his Guards, I 
duſted his Cape Mount Surplice heartily 
with my Sword, This Action very much 
terrified his Guards, who ſeeing their King 
ſo roughly handled knew not what to ex- 
pet: However, they were ſenſible he had 
but his Deſert, there being a Law at Sher- 
bro that whoſoever ſtruck a white Man, 
ſhould, if he was merchantable, be ſold 
for a Slave, but if old, or unmerchantable, 
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that he ſhould be put to Death. We 
knowing this were the more embolden'd 
to do as we did. I dragg'd his Majeſty by 
the Throat, as he before had ſerv'd Allen, 

down to the Water-fide, and put him into 
a Canoe with Orders to Ridley and Mild to 
carry him aboard the Sloop, and put him 
in Irons. His Subjects, to whom his Per- 
ſon was ſacred, could not bear to ſee their 
King taken away from them in that Man- 
ner, therefore ſeem'd refolv'd to venture 
their Lives to reſcue him: Accordingly 


they laid hold of the Canoe, nor would 


they let her go off, till we, by cutting and 
wounding ſeveral of them that held her, 


made Way for her to launch out. That 
done, we had a harder Taſk to prevent 


them from running into the Water again 
to pull her aſhore ; for they preſsd ſo up- 
on us that we were Knee deep in the Wa- 
ter, and one of them full of Revenge, and 
regardleſs of his Life, got out into the Wa- 
ter behind me, reſolving to cleave my Skull 
with a Turkiſb Scimitar, which Ridley per- 
eeiving, leap'd out of the Canoe, and juft 
came time enough to give him a Back- 
ae. which took the Fellow's Wriſt as 

"I 


— 
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was coming down upon my Head, and cut 
his Hand off almoſt. Ridley with the vio- 
lent Force of the Blow at once ſnap' d his 
Cutlaſs and diſarm'd the Negroe, whoſe 
Scimitar falling into the Water, Ridley laid 
hold of, and us'd inſtead of his Cutlaſs.--- 
The Natives were now grown deſperate at 
ſeeing their King ſitting in the Canoe guard- 
ed by Wild with a Cutlaſs, and Ridley with 
his Scimitar who ſtood at my Back to guard 
me, holding the Head of the Canoe with 
one Hand. This Sight was ſo diſagreeable 
to them, that they attack'd us very cloſely, 
and in ſuch a furious Manner that I was 
ſcarce able to defend myſelf; but as For- 
tune would have it, I receiv'd their Blows . 
with my Sword, which often ſtriking Fire, 
greatly alarm'd the People aboard the Sloop 
and caus'd them often to call out to know 
whether they ſhould-fire upon the Natives, 
but we being next the Shot I would by no 
Means permit them. It was now very duſ- 
kiſh, and one of the Natives thinking this 
a proper Opportunity, was coming round 
in Order to ſtab me in the Back, but Nid- 
ey, gueſſing at the Intentions of the Fel- 
low, advanc d a Step or two forwards, and 
F 2 with 
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with a little Portugueſe Stilletto made a full 
Stroke at his Face, which laid his Mouth 
open almoſt from Ear to Ear, and though 


it was too dark for his Comrades at Five 
Yards Diſtance to ſee his Wound, yet they 
were very much diſmay'd at his terribte 
Bellowing, he not being able to ſpeak one? 
intelligible Word. This fo alarm'd the 
Natives, that it gave me a favourable Op- 
portunity of making à Home Thruſt at 
one who had. bore very hard on me, and 
I ran him into the Thigh, and cut an Ar- 
tery, out of which the Blood guſh'd vio- 
lently, which ſoon made him quit his 
Sword, clap his Hand upon, the Wound, 
and run away. He was follow'd by the 
reſt, whom we cloſely purſu'd into the 
Woods, where we left them, for Fear of 
meeting with an Ambuſcade of the Ene- 
my. Ridley indeed remain'd with his 
Royal Priſoner, and carried him ſafe off 
to the Sloop; but when they came along 
Side her, whilſt Ridley was buſied in ma- 
king the Canoe faſt with a Rope to the 

Sloop, the King ſlipp d off his Surplice 
and Hat, and without being perceiv'd ſtole 
into the Water, and ſwam aſhore. Hav- 
ving 


» Y * 
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ving faſten'd the Canoe, Ridley order'd two 
of the Ship s Crew, to come and hand his 


Majeſty into the Sloop, but they found no 


more of him than his Outſide Cafe. En- 
raged at this Diſappointment, they came 


directly aſhore, and gave me the above 
Account of the ſly and courageous Trick 


the King of Sherbro had put upon them, 
and brought me his Hat and e n 
e 


| His Majeſty 8 8 was a Matter of 
no ſmall Concern to me, well knowing 
what a Number of arm'd Men he had up- 
on the Iſland, who were all grown deſpe- 
rate at the Treatment they receiy'd from 
us that Evening. I therefore immediately 
call'd, as I may fay, a Council of War, to 
conſult proper Meaſures for our future 


Security, and to prevent our Enemies ſur- 


priſing the Factory-Houſe, 


TRR Council being aſſembl'd in a large 
Canoe which lay under the Protection of 
a lofty Mangrove, I told them, That 
© fince the King had unfortunately for us 

ff made his Eſcape, the Conſequences to 
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<« ns I apprehended would be fatal, unleſs. 
by a timely Courage on our Part they 
ce vyyere prevented; that, as the King had 
< tlien upon the Hland three or four Hun- 
ce dred of his People arm'd, that un- 
ce doubtedly he would rally his Subjects, 
ce and in Order to revenge the Affront put 
upon him by our Impriſonment of his 
<« Perſon, they would ſurprize and take 
ee the Factory-Houſe, and that by that 
< Means the Company would greatly ſuf- 
« fer; that I was of Opinion, that it was 
r abſolutely neceſſary that Holdier, "wary 
« and Wild ſhould immediately repair 
« to the Factory-Houſe, put out "Black 
e People that were there into a proper 
«© Poſture of Defence, that they themſelves 
* ſhould walk all that Night upon the Pa- 
te rade, and if they 25 any Black Man 
« whatſoever that they ſhould directly fire 
ee at him; that, as for my own Part, I 
would with the two Captains and the 
„two Slaves take Care of the Company's 
Effects aboard the Canoes. And then 
« T concluded with wiſhing | Succeſs to the 
« Undertaking,” . 


Tun 


T HE Council immediately 5 reſolv d to 


put in Execution what I had recommend- 


ed, and Holditch, Allen and Wild arm'd 
with Muſkatoons loaden with Swan-ſhot, 
went directly to the Factory-Houſe. I ap- 
plied myſelf to ſecure ſuch Canoes as had 
any of the Company's Effects in them. I 
order d each Man to get into a loaden Ca- 
noe, and take another and tow. it after him 

to the Sloop, and there make them faſt, 
and then to return, and do the like. This 
was perform d with the ytmoſt Expedition, 


All being ſaſe, and the two Captains and 


Slaves aboard, whom I-had oder d to ſtay 
there, and hold themſelves: in Readineſs. to 


fire upon a proper Signal, Twalk -d up by 


myſelf from the Water- ſide, intending to 
add myſelf to the Number of thoſe that 
were in the Factory-Houſe, when a Shot 
and ſing' d my full-bottom'd Peruke. This 
put me into a horrid Fright. I expected 
yy leſs than immediate Death, for I 


in' d that the King had rallied his ſcat- 
| ter'd | Troops, and was return d to reſcue _ . 


Canons from us, and to. ſacrifice me. I 
T4 | wiſh” d 
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wiſh'd myſelf aboard one of the Canoes, 
but they were gone off: To ſtand gazing 
after them was not ſafe, leaſt the next Shot 
ſhould bring upon me that dreadful Dilem- 
ma which the Hand of Providence had ſo 
lately and ſo mercifully deliver'd me from: 
I therefore took to my Heels, and ran as 
faſt as ever I could towards the Factory- 
Houſe, which the Enemy perceiving, le- 
vell'd ſeveral Shot at me, all which miſs'd 
me. I got ſafe within the Parade-Gate, - 
which is diſtant from the Water-fide about 
three Furlongs, where being pretty ſecure 


from their Shot, I peep'd out, and could 


plainly diſcern a large Body of Black Men 
rallied under a great Silk Cotton Tree near 
the Shore. When I firſt ſaw them, I was 
ready to ſink into the Earth on reflecting on 
the Danger I had ſo lately eſcap'd. Ho]. 
aitch, who had ſeen from the Factory- 
Houſe the Hazards I had run, came very 
opportunely to my Aſſiſtance, and 8 
with him ſomething to refreſh me. Af 
T had drank a good Swig of Flip, and cat- 


1 en a Sea-biſket ſoak d, Irecover'd my Sur- 


prize and F aintneſs. I then look'd out to 
ſee the Situation of the Enemy, who ſtill, 
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I found, remain'd under the Cotton Tree. 


I immediately applied my Speaking-Trum- 
pet to my Mouth, and call'd to Rialey in 


the Sloop to fire two of his Guns as near 


as he could to the Root of the ſaid Tree; 
which he did, with ſuch Succeſs as to kill 


and mortally wound Eleven of them, 
as I learnt. the next Day by a Meſſenger 


that was ſent to me, with Offers of Peace, 


from * _ l 3 2 


Puls fl eee Stroke 3 
ly diſpers d the Enemy, who carried off 
their Dead into the Woods; all which we 
could eaſily perceive with the naked Eye. 


I then gave Orders to the White Men to 


fire from the Parade, if any Number of 
Negroes / ſhould approach the Factory- 
Houſe. I then repos'd myſelf for an Hour 
or two, and when I awoke, and found all 
Things quiet, I ventur'd to go down again to 
the Water-ſide, between two Slaves, where 
ley in a Canoe met me, and convey'd 
ne ſafe aboard the Sloop, where I IE 
all that N ight upon Nags... - 


ABOUT 


1 S nn 
my * EF " 


2 are * 


e e nt «Clock, Hholditth- call'@ 
to me, and faid, that he, ſaw a Body of 
ther in the Thigh, 1 * _ 
| 1. ot OY" dnt: Amen. 


(OR Three ache. be 
Ruſtling of a Canoe near the Shore. Up- 
on which E ſent two Slaves in a Canoe to 
ane whomſoever they ſhould: find aboard 

They immediately obe d my Or- 

3 d on die- Approach diſeover d 
three Men, who ſeeing the Slaves: leap'd 
_ direRly over-board, and fwam aſhore: thro 
as Day broke, one of the Men brought a 
Lion's Tail to me, which he found in the 
Canoe he had taken. I knew it to be the 
King's Fittiſh, and from thence I cancly * 
ed his Majeſty would have made his ER. 
cape from us, in the Night, had we not 
1 1 him. 2 


ABouT + 


Aour Sunzriſe — cots 
Mr. Cummerbus, Ridley: and two others, in 


der to conſult with Holditeb, Allen and 


Mila, about removing the Company's Ef- 

fects from York Iſland. As ſoon as F en- 
ter d the Factory-houſe, the firſt Object 
that preſented: itſelf to my View, was An. 
tonio, who lay on the Floor groaning with 


the Anguiſh of his Wounds, At firſt Iwas 


ſurpriz d, and aſk'd, what was the Matter? 
Holditcly told me, that he was among the 
Cabal of Men whom I order d to fire at 
« TPis very true, Maſter! I have two 
Tongues; Tongue for white Man and 
and Tongue for Black Man, I deſerve to 
die, but I came that White Men ſhould 
not kill Black but be Friends.“ I then 
aſk'&'him, why he came in a hoſtile Man- 
ner? He faid, They were Seven, and that 
ane of them, who was kill'd, was a Mef- 

Reer from the King of Sherbro with O- 
vertures of Peace, and that the other Five 
return'd back. From what Antonio faid, 1 


thought proper to order his Wounds to be 


dreſs d, and his Life preſerv d. And I told 
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him, that he ſhould live, if what he had 
, aid was Truth, Antonio thank'd me, his 
Wounds was dreſs'd with ſome excellent 
Salve for the Cure of Gun-ſhot Wounds I 


- had brought from England with me, and 


in about Half an Hour's Time began tq 
laugh, who juſt before what I faid to him, 
was, as it were, expiring; for the Natives 
of theſe Parts, on ſuch Accidents, die more 
through Fear than * TO elſe. 


Akzo eg o Clock, we went into 
Council, where I propos d the Removal of 
the Company's Effects from thence down 
to a Town call'd Jamaica, in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of Mr. Cummerbus, I urg'd, that the 
Place we were now in, was of little or no 
Defence ; that it was impoſſible for us to 
ſubſiſt long in continual Enmity with the 
Natives. Mr. Holditch was of Opinion, 
that ſuch a Removal muſt be of Prejudice 
to the Royal African Company, but declio | 
ned giving his Reaſons, and propos'd ti; 


Antonio ſhould be brought before Us, and 
examin'd in Relation to what he had Laid 
about a Meſſenger that was ſent with Over-. 
tures of Peace to them from the King of 

| Sherbro, | 
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Sherbro. This Propoſal, at firſt, was object- 
ed to by Allen, upon the Preſumption, that 
little or no Credit was to be given to any 
Thing Antonio had faid, ſince as he was a 
Servant to the Company, and yet had taken 
Part with its Enemies. To this, it was re- 
plied by Holditch, that tho Antonio had in 
a great Meaſure forfeited his Right to our 
Favour, yet that it was to be obſerv'd of 
the Natives, that they generally were faith- 
ful as to what Account they gave of Things, 
and as to the Office he fill'd, there had 
been no Occaſion for removing him, thro' 
Breach of his Duty till now ; and that tho' 


Antonio was no Engliſhman, yet as he was 


in the Service, he ought not to be condem- 
ned unheard. He concluded, with obſerv- 
ing, that the very Condition upon which 
Antonio had his Life, was that what he 
had ſaid, and conſequently what he ſhould 
1 was the Truth. a 


Ur oN all which G it was 
eſolv'd, That Antonio ſhould be examin' d, 
before it was determin'd, whether the Ef- 
fects ſhould be remov'd from 77 ork Iſland. 
And, upon this Occaſion, Holditch was na- 


med 


\ 
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med Chairman, and Antonio was order d to 
be brought! in. 


A TO NV 0 hoy the . 
and ſoon appear d before us, with all the 
antick Signs of Joy and Submiſſion he was 
capable of. From his Examination we 
learnt, that the King of Sber bro had been 
impos'd upon, by his Treaſurer, in Rela- 
tion to His Cole, of which his Majeſty was 
now ſenſible; that, upon this Diſcovery, 
the King ſent ſix of his Subjects and An- 
fonio to acquaint us of the Error, and to ne- 
gotiate a Peace; that the King had order'd 
all his Subjects to lay down their Arms and 
not to ſhoot at or offend a White Man, up- 
on Pain of Death; and that both his Ma- 
jeſty and his Subjects were in great Want 
of Proviſions. 


Wr had ſcarce finiſh'd this Examina- 
tion, when one of the Lookers-out came, 
and acquainted us, That one Black Man 
unarm'd was coming from the Woods, and 
that as he walk'd, at certain Diſtances, ' he 
threw himſelf proſtrate on the Ground. 


* had not left us, and though his 
Thigh _ 
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Thigh was far from being well, yet he Po 
leap'd and cry'd'out, © That be the Meſ- 
e ſenger from the King of Sherbro, now 
<« the Truth, that fave my Life.” 


WI continu'd in Council, and requeſt- 
eſt Mr. Cummerbus, that he would m meet 
the Meſſenger, and introduce him to us, 
Which he accordingly did, and then fate 
himſelf down in his Place. Aſter the En 
voy had proſtrated himſelf three Times, 
he told us, That his Maſter, the King 
« of Sherbro, was ſorry that he had of- 
e fended the White Men, in demanding 
of them Cole which was not due to 
* him, as he had ſince found from the 

« Confeffion of his Treaſurer, whom he 

* had put to Death, as a Rogue and the 

«© Occafion of Difference between White 13 
« Men and Black Men, when there ſhould 
never be any ; that his Majeſty was de- 
ſirous to be at Peace with White Men, : | 
« had caus'd all his Subjects to lay down _ || 
« their Arms, and. had order'd that no 11 
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„ Black Man | ſhould offend White Man, 
under Pain of Death; and that His Ma- 
* * and Subjects being ſhort of Provi- 
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« ſions deſir d our Aſſiſtance, which ſhould 
< be Md u us when he return d to Sher- 


be © bro.” 


———— es As 


— 
— ˙mwÄ to oem oe, 


Tris tallied very well with what An- 
tonio had faid, and fav'd his Life; but then 
as the Envoy. had made no Mention of 
the preceding Embaſſy, I aſk'd him con- 
cerning it, and found it as Antonio had 
ſaid, with this Addition only, that it was 
thro' Antonio, that the Diſcovery concern- 
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| ing the Cole was made. 
1 'T HE Envoy was order'd to withdraw, 
i" and then we immediately took into our 


Conſideration the King of Sherbro's Meſ- 
ſage. We were of Opinion, that it was for 
the Intereſt of the Company not to remove 
their Effects from 77r4 Iſland, if we could 
be quiet in the Poſſeſſion of it; that Peace 
with the Natives muſt be the moſt deſire- 
5 able Thing, and a good Underſtanding be- 
tween Parties, the only probable Method 
to carry on a Trade that ſhould be ad- 0 
vantageous to the Royal African Compa- 1 
ny: And laſtly, that we would ſend ſuffi- 4 
cient Proviſions to the SNAG. of Sherbro, for 0 
him 
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him and his Subjects; that it was now pro- 
per for us to take the Opportunity of his 


Majeſty's Want of Proviſions to procure 
certain Privileges from him, which might 
both now and hereafter be very ſerviceable 


to the Company, and their Dependents. 
We came. to the following Reſolution to 
ſend Mr. Cummerbus as our Embaſſador to 
i the King of Sherbro, and acquaint him, 


that we were deſirous of living in Peace and 
good Underſtanding with his Majeſty and 


his Subjects, but that as his Majeſty had, 
through the evil Counſel of his Miniſters, 
committed Hoſtilities on the Engliſb, and 
had actually put them in Danger of their 


Lives, by ſeizing the Goods of the Royal 
African Company; that we were deter- 


min'd for our better-Security to remove the 


Company's Effects from Yuri Iſland down © 


to Jamaica Town, in Caſe his Majeſty 
would not grant us the following Privileges: 
1. That his Majeſty would ſwear by his 
Fittiſh, that he would not for the future 


viſit York Iſland accompanied with more 


than twenty-four Attendants, . and them to 


be unarm'd. 2. That if any Negroe or 
Negroes ſhould attempt to land on the 
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Iſland in an hoſtile Manner, he or they 
ſhould be put to Death. 3. That when 
his Majeſty's Cole became due, that no 
more than Six Perſons ſhould come to re- 
ceive it. 4. That thoſe Chriſtians, or 
White Men that inhabited in Sherbro 
ſhould have the free Exerciſe of their Re- 
ligien without Moleſtation. 


Uro all which Reſolutions, the Coun- 
cil broke up, and Mr. Cummerbus departed 
with his Majeſty's Envoy, for the Woods, 
in Order to treat with the King and his 
People relating thereto. We ſent by Mr. 


Cummerbus the King's Fittiſh, which we 


had found in a Canoe, two Days 
Our Embaſſador found his Majeſty . 
rounded by a "em of his Subjects, who 
on his Approach open'd to Right and 
Left, and gave him a free Paſſage to their 
King, who was ſitting, attended by his 
Nobles, on the Root of a large Silk Cotton 
Free. As ſoon as his Majeſty ſaw the En- 
gliſb Embaſſador, he aroſe, and came to 
meet him: Mr. Cummerbus having paid | 
his Complements to his Majeſty, acquaint- | 
ed him with 2 above Reſolutions of the 
Council 4 
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 Eouncil, their Deſire of Peace; and the 
Privileges they TR. To all which 
2 Majeſty replied, That he was not 

te willing to be at Enmity with White 
e Men, and that when he was return'd to 
«. Sherbro, he would hold a Syndic, and 
s decree thoſe Privileges we deſſr d; beg- 
« ged that the Company's Effects might 
“ not be remov'd from N Iſland, and 
offer d us Slaves, Camwood and 19 
t to 4 cancer Value. 


NIE. Cimmierbas return d, aud W im- 
mididyely going into Council, confider'd 
the Confents of the King of Sherbro's Meſ- 
ſage, and in about Half-an-Hour we came 
to a fix'd Reſolution to remoye the Com- 
pany's Effects from 79r4-Ifland down to 
Jamaica Town, upon the following Con- 
fiderations: 1. That the King of Sherbro 


was a Man whoſe Word was not to be re- 


lied on, and who had many times before 
diſturb'd the Quiet of the Engliſß F. actory 
on that Iſland. 2. That the Place was un- 
fortified, whereas Jamaica Town was a 
Place of Strength. 3. That our Proviſions 
were very much exhauſted by the Eneitiy 

EE. already, 
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already, and that the Slaves that were of- 


fer'd us, might through Treachery be the 


utter Ruin of us, at leaſt they muſt be an 
additional Weight upon the Company. 4. 
That our Removal would be of ſome Ser- 
vice to the Company, by ſaving the Cole 


which was s paid to the ce of Sberbro. 


U PON . the 8 of the 
Removal of the Company's Effects was left 


to Me and Holditeb, and we thought pro- 


per to intreat Mr. Cummerbus to return to 
the King of Sherbro, and hold a Pallaver 
with him, whilſt we accompliſh'd the De- 
fign. He did ſo. And a Signal being gi- 


ven to Cummerbus, by the Firing off of a 
Gun, he concluded the Pallaver, with tell- 


ing his Majeſty, in an angry Tone, that he 
had been very impolitick in treating the 
Engliſh in the Manner he had done by at- 


tempting to rob the Factory; that we had 


already put the Company's Effects on board 


the Canoes, in order. to be carried out of 


his Kingdom- down to Jamaica, of which 
that Gun he had heard was a Signal. His 
Majeſty ſeem' d very uneaſy at the Relation, 


and his Subjects began to mutiny. Mr. 
Cummerbus 
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Cummerbus, who was attended by Antonio, 
immediately repair d to a Point of Land. 
where one of the Canoes receiv'd him, but 


he order'd Antonio to ſtay behind, and ob- 
| ſerve the Motions of the Enemy. He had 
not got far from Land, before he was fol- 
low'd by ſeveral of the Natives, who from 


the Shoar flung Javelins and ſhot Arrows 
at him, one or two of which narrowly miſ- 


ſed doing Execution ; he could perceive 
their Numbers increaſe, but be was ſoon out 
of their Reach. 


Tux next Day towards Evening, Auto- 
nio and ſix others found Means in the Hol- 


low of a Tree, to paddle down with the 
Tide to Jamaica Town. By him we 


learnt, That a Pallaver, on the Departure 
of Mr. Cummerbus, ſoon aroſe between the 
King and his Subjects; that his Majeſty, 
to avoid their Reſentment, and its fatal 
Conſequences, diverted their Fury, by com- 
manding them to. purſue our Embaſſador, 


alledging, that he muſt be the Author of 


the Project for removing the Company's Ef- 
fects, ſince, as he himſelf had confeſs d, 


they were convey'd to his Town of Ja- 
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15 mMaiea ; with Orders to bring him dead oy 
alive. This Political Scheme had its defir- 
ed Effect: His Subjects to a Man purſu'd 
Mt. Cummerbus without ſeeing through his 
Majeſty” s Deſign, who took this Opportu- 
nity to elope, fearing that his enrag'd Sub- 
jets, who through his Means had loſt the 
Benefit and Advantages of that Engliſh Set- 
tlement from among them, if he ſhould re- 
turn to Sherbro, ſhould poiſon or otherwiſe” 
dieſtroy him; ſo he fled to ſome other Place 
and was never heard of any more. 


Pr Natives finding it was in vain any 
longer to ſtand gaping, on the Shoar, aſter 
the Eu glifh Embaffador, return'd to the 
Place * Rendezvous, and, finding that 
their King had abſconded himſelf, they im- 
mediately proceeded to ele& another to fill 
the Vacancy, perceiving, when it was too 
late, that he was a Traitor to his Country. 
- Tho' the Dignity of King deſcends general- 

ly in the Hereditary Line, yet when a Man 
has hetray'd his Truſt, and is either put to 
Death, or abdicated; in ſuch Caſe his F a- 
mily i is rejected for 145 Perfidy, and the 
92 2 have the Choice of another, 


Iy | 
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In the Caſe before us, the Natives pro- 


ceeded to the Election, in dhe following 


Manner: The Nobles having nam'd the 
Sm denn to ſfacceed ; the People o- 


pen'd to Right and Left, forming a Lane, 
through which the Candidate was carried, 


by two Men, ſtanding upon their Should- 


ers: And this is done with great Dexteri- 
ty. As he paſſes along, his Subjects view 
him, bow before him, and halloo: In all 
Caſes of this Kind, the King is expos'd to 
the View of all his Subjects, and carried 
fair terminates in ane merry Day ; fo that 
* Inauguration of their Mm is not very 
being chad Strangers to Caronations and 
—— 


A 


als new King, hide Manes ws 
xxo having diſpatch'd a Slave in a ſmall 
Canoe, to Sherbro, with Orders that the 
en * ſhould ſend him a Number of 
G 4 unos 


* Caboceroes, are the toil Men, and common- 
ly limitted to a ſet Number, who, in eaſe of Death, 
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Canoes directly, in Order to convey him 
and his People, immediately order d them 
to repair to the Factory-houſe for that 
Night. The next Morning, the Canoes ar- 
riv'd from Sherbro, and the King ſoon after 


embark d his Troops, after having rejected 


the Propoſal of ſome of his Nobles, of 


burning the Factory-Houſe. But to return 
from a ne nen. 


wr had got en Thing on: booed 7 Time 
enough to fail next Ebb, and tho we had 


ſo many Canoes in tow after us, yet we 
 reach'd Jamaica that Tide. I went aſhore 
with Mr. Cummerbus, and  pitch'd upon 


two good Houſes, which I bought for a 


Trifle of him, for the Company's Uſe; and 
the ſame Afternoon we unloaded ſome of 


the Canoes, and ſtow'd the Goods in one 


of the Houſes, the next Day we brought 


ll 


they choſe out of the Commonalty, Perfons advanc'd 
in Years, (for young Men are ſeldom admitted into 
this Venerable Aſſembly) who are oblig'd to expreſs 
their Gratitude to their Electing Brethren by a Preſent 
of a Cow, and ſome Drink ; after which they are law- 
fully admitted and confirmed. | 
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all the reſt aſnore. During our Stay here I 
was very kindly treated by Mr. Cummerbus, 
who did all he cou'd to make his Town a- 
greeable to me. At our firſt Landing we 
were receiv'd by a Number of People at the 
Water-ſide, and when we got out of the 
Canoe, Mr. Cummerbus ſpoke to his two 
chief Captains to bid the People pay me 
their higheſt Compliments, which they did 


in the following Manner: They firſt fur- 


rounded me, and then two of them catch'd 
me up in their Arms, and toſs d me from 
thence cleverly on Top of their Shoulders; 
which done, away they ran with me to the 
Town roaring, ſqualling, and making ſuch 
Noiſes, as if they were poſſeſs d; ſome 


leaping and ſkipping about like mad Men, 


others charging and diſcharging their Muſ- 
kets as faſt as they could. At firſt I was a 


little aftaid they intended to play me ſome 


Trick, but I was ſoon convinc'd that they 
deſigned to play nothing but the Fool; for 
they ran about with me to every Creek and 
Corner of the Town, and the Women and. 


Children gather'd about their Doors, all 


clapping their Hands as a Token of their 
Joy. During this Ceremony, (which laſted 


about 
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about a quarter of an Hour) Mr, Cummar- 
zus had a Drum beating and a Trumpet 


founding at his Door, where they at laſt 


ſelves and me quite out of Breath. This 
done Mr. Cummerbus order'd one of his 


Captains to fire the Guns, being ſeven ſmall 


ones which were planted near his Houſe, 
When I had receiv d this laſt Salute, I was 


conducted into a large open Room where a 


Cloath was laid for Dinner, or rather Sup- 
per, being paſt 4 o'Clock, "Preſently came 
upon Table ſeveral Diſhes of boil'd and fried 
| Fiſh with Roots, ſuch as Yams and Pota- 
toes ; after which we had a ſecond Courſe 


of roaſted Meats, u. a Fore-quarter of | 
Caberita, or young Kid, which eats as well 
as Veniſon, and in another Diſh four large 


Fowls, In ſhort, we never wanted for Plen- 


ty of good Victuals there, and tolerably well 


dreſs'd. As for Liquors I always found 


them, and when my Sugar was all ſpent, 


we than drank nnn e 8 


Their Towns are not large, nal exceed fire | 


Houſes, Huts or Hovels, ſo that all the Inhabitants 


might eaſily ſee this Rary-ſhow, in the Time men- | 
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ſettled the Factory here, on the twenty-ninth 
of November, we took our Departure, fa- 


luting the Town with Seven Guns, which 


they returned in Otder : When we were 
under Sail Captain Kirkbam told me there 
were but Eight Bottles of Madeira left. This 


| was no good News to us, for in theſe ex- | 


ceſſive hot Climes where we have ſo violent 


and continual a Perſpiration, that Quantity | 


of Liquor which is ſcarce ſufficient to ſup- 


port our Spirits may make us very drunk in 


Europe, however we made the beſt of it, and 
at Low Water anchor'd near a Place where 
one of our Gromettas told us, that Sugar 


Canes grew wild. I therefore ſent him and 


the two Slaves in a Canoe aſhore to cut 
ſome, and in lefs than two Hours they re- 


turn'd with a good Bundle, being all they 


could find. Theſe being cut and preis d, 
we ſteep'd in Water, till it was ſweet e- 
nough to make Punch, having good Store 
of Rum and Limes aboard. The next Day 
we got to the River's Mouth, and anchor'd 


* 7 Connie, is 2 Black Freeman who hires un. 


ſelf by the Week, to work for any one, but 
for White Men, by whom many here are employid. 
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near the Plantane Iſlands where two white 
Men lived, viz. Mr. Pearce and Mr. Sau- 
derſon. Kirkbam being very well acquainted 


with them, I took him aſhore with me, in 
Hopes of learning ſome further Knowledge 
of the Countries up the River where the 


Camwood grows, having hitherto but an 


imperfect Account of thoſe Places from the 
Negroes, who -tell' me, that when they fail 


a great Way up the River Sherbro they 


come into a very. hilly Country where the 


River is mighty crooked, with many Turn- 
ings and Windings among the Hills like a 
Snake, but not at all rapid, except at two 


or three Cataracts, or Water-falls, one of 


which is very large, the Water falling over 
the Rocks about twenty Foot perpendicular, 
with a great Noiſe. Here they are oblig'd 


to go aſhore, and drag their Canoes over 


the Land till they get beyond the Cataract; 


they muſt likewiſe unload, and do the ſame 
when coming down. The two other Falls 


- are but ſmall and inconſiderable never- 
theleſs they ſometimes have their Canoes 
overſet when ſhooting down loaden, but 


the Camwood being heavy ſinks, and in 
the dry Seaſon they come and take it up, 
9225 
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there being not one Drop of Water to be 
ſeen ſo high up among the Mountains in 
the dry Times; therefore they always carry 
up their Canoes in the latter End of the 
rainy Seaſons, which generally laſt about five 
Months of the Twelve, where they cut Wood, 
and ſearch for Teeth. The next Rains bring 
them down. They oſten ſee many Sorts of 
wild Beaſts among thoſe Mountains, whoſe * if 
Negroe Names I can't underſtand, but ſup :- 11 
poſe them to be Lions, Tigers, Leopards, | 18 
&c. from whom they ſeldom receive any 
Damage. I am likewiſe inform'd, that a 
large Branch of the River Sherbro empties it- 
ſelf into the Sea near Cape Monte, but is 


not navigable for any Veſſel by Reaſon of 4 | 
a great Bar near the Mouth of it, call'd | 1 | 
Shea-Bar, otherwiſe it wou'd be a very _— 


| ſhort Cut from STO * to Cape 
Monte. | 


| 

| 

| 
Tris is the beſt Account I can give of 
Sherbro, except that it is a very plentiful 

Place, and ſupplies Szerraleone moſtly with | | 
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freſh Proviſions, therefore in Hopes of bet- 
ter Informations I went aſhore, as aforeſaid, 


- ——— o 


| 
with Kur but was diſappointed, for | 
Pearce ©: 1 


Pearce and Sanderſon were gone in their 
Shallops trading to the Northward forSlaves, 
Sc. at Rio Pungo. When we went into 


_ Pearce's Houſe we found his Wife like a 


good Houlewif with all her Worten Slave 
* her fringing Beads and  countihg 
3 of her Slaves to gather 


Cocoa-Nutts fot us. And tho' her Huf- 
band had left her no Sugar at his going a- 


broad, yet ſhe made us extraordinary good 


Punch with fine Honey; and Kirtbam, 


unknown to me, begg'd a Pot of it to carry 


aboard. 


TarrRE is a Ledge of ſunken Rocks 
which run off into the Sea, about a League 
be diſcover d and avoided by the Breakers, 


ww 


* Booges, or Cowerys, are ſimall Eofl-India Shells, 


+ Breakers are the Waves that roll or tumble ſome- 
times on the Shore, ſometimes over ſunken Rocks, or 
Sand Banks. They are call'd by the Dutch, Burners, 
Flame of Fire. 
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on the Outſide of which the Sloop lay about 


| four Miles diſtant from the Shore. It was 
duſkiſh when we left the Iſland, and be- 
fore we got a Mile from the Shore it was 


ſo dark we could not fee Land, much leſs 


the Sloop, nor was there a Star to be ſeen in 
the Firmament; however we row'd up and 


Way we went. At laſt, J began to grow 
very uneaſy, and deſired Kirkham to lye by - 


all Night for fear of rowing ſo far off to Sea, 
as to be out of Sight of Land in the Morn- 
ing, ſo that having no Compaſs on board, 


we ſhou'd not know which Way to ſteer 


for the Land when Day broke, but run the 
Hazard of periſhing for Want of Suſte- 


nance, having nothing aboard but a few . 
Cocoa-nuts, and a Pot of Honey. KXirk- 


ham allow'd my Objections to be very juſt, 
but then aſſur d me there was a greater and 
more certain Danger on the other Hand, in 
as much as that the rainy Seaſons were then 


pretty far advanced, there was all the Rea- 


ſon in the World to fear æ Turnadoe's com- 


ing down upon us in the Night, and we 
being in a little open Canoe on the wide 
Ocean, could have no Chance t6 avoid 
foundering. 
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foundering. All this being very true we 
agreed to row on a little longer in Hopes of 
ſeeing either the Land, or the Sloop. A- 
bout an Hour after, we found ourſelves near 
ſome ſmall Breakers, which we ſuppoſed to 
have been the aforeſaid Ledge of ſunken 


Rocks that lay from the Shore almoſt to 


the Sloop. They being upon our Right 
Hand we row'd along by the Side of them, 
not doubting but they would be a ſureGuide 
to us, either to the Shore or the Veſſel, 
When we had row'd a little Way we came 
to the End of them, but could ſee no Light 
from the Sloop; then we row'd a little far- 
ther upon the ſame Courſe as near as we 
could gueſs, but were ſtill in the Drak. 
This gave us various Apprehenſions, nor 
could we tell what to do; tis certain Kir- 
ham was entirely in the Fault, for he ſtay'd 
ſo long bargaining about a_Man-Slave he 
bought aſhore, that Night ſtole upon us 
unawares ; however, I would not upbraid 
him with it in this Extremity. _ 


Wuilx we were thus ſurrounded with 
diſmal Thoughts, we on a ſudden were 
ſurpriſed by the roaring of ſome wild Beaſt, 


— Giiteh. 54" 


I ſuppoſe i it was a Lion which ſeemed not 
to be very far off. We immediately row'd 


towards the Noiſe, and ſoon ſaw the Land, 
having a bright ſandy Beach with a few 
Rocks upon it. We haul'd our Canoe a- 
ſhore juſt behind one of the Rocks, which 


in ſome Meaſure, help'd to break off the 
| Swell, but the Noiſe of the wild Beaſts in- 


creaſing aſhore, none of us would ventute 
to leave the Canoe. We gueſs d it now to 
be about Two or Three o'Clock, nor had 
| we been there long before it fell a thunder- 

ing and lightening, as if the Elements were 
all a-fire; This was the Forerunner of a 
mighty Turnadoe *, which whiſtled fo ve- 
ry loud through the Trees, that we could 


no longer hear the Roaring of the wild 
Beaſts; probably the Turnadoe might have 
drove them into Dens, but when the Wind 


was over, the Rain began to fall vehement- 
ly. We had no Shelter' in the Canoe, nor 


dare we go afhore to ſeek any under the 


Trees, . leſt the wild Beaſts ſhould return» 
and devour us: Fame. we thought oi our- 


9 Boſman, p. 112. calls it a Travadee, 3 ü 
what Authority, I could not karn. 20 Natives call 


* Norms by this Name. 
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ſelves happy, to have ſo narrow an Ek ape 
from the Dangers of the Sea; therefore we 
fat ſtill contentedly, and took the Rain as 
it fell. About Day-break it gave over, and 
by that Time we were pretty well ſoak'd, 
having nothing on but thin white Waiſt- 
coats. When it was clear Day, we found 
' ourſelves. in 77 awry Bay, about Two Lea- 
gues Northward to the Plantane Iflands, 
which we could ſee plain enough, but as 
for our Sloop ſhe was gone, and no Sign 
of her to be ſeen. This laſt Misfortune 
was more intolerable than any of the pre- 
ceeding, and though my Life was at Stake, 
there was no Poſſibility immediately to get 
dry Cloaths. In this deplorable Condition, 
we agreed to make the beſt of our Way to 
the ee Iſlands which were then in 
Sight of us, about Four Leagues diſtant, 
there to refreſh ourſelves at one Mr. Banner- 
man's, and if we ſhould hear nothing of 
our Sloop to proſecute our Voyage along 
Shore in the Canoe to Sierraltone. Ac- 
cordingly we put off, and though it was. a 
long Stretch for our poor hungry fatigu'd 
Grometta's, we could not help it, Neceſſi- 
ty had no Law: The poor Fellows did the 
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beſt they could, but about Ten o' Clock 
the Sea-Breeze began to ſet in pretty ſtrong 
in our Teeth: This increasꝰd their Labour 
and our Sorrow; tho' neither laſted long; 
for we ſoon ſpied a Sail ſtanding in for the 
Land right before the Wind, and ſhap'd 
our Courſe toward her. She happen'd to 
be our own Sloop that was drove off to 
Sea, by the violent Turnadoe that happen- 
ed about Three o'Clock that Morning, and 
was going in again to the Plantanes, to en- 
quire after us; being very much afraid we 
were, either * panyar'd, or ſomething 
worſe had happen'd to us. As ſoon as we 
got aboard, we ſteer d away, North-Narth 
Weſt, for the Wind being Weſt-South- 
Weſt, we could not weather the Bonanas, 
but ran between them and Cape Shelling, 
- on the Main, and fo continu'd our Courſe 
for Srerraleone; I quickly ſhifted my 
Cloaths, and tefreſh'd myſelf, after which 
I went to Bed. The next Day we got in- 
to the River Sierraleone, and, I finding 
N little out of Order, fear d I had 
1 2 as ET 


* Is Pamar is 3 or ſteal Men. e a 
Word us'd all over the Coaſt of Guinea: | 
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an Ague coming on me; therefore I went 
aſhore in Maria's Bay, in Hopes that a lit- 
tle Exerciſe might do me Good, The next 
Morning, being the 'Third of December, we 
_ arriv'd at Benſe Ifland, and Governor Charles 
din'd that Day aboard the Bonetta, but I 
grew ſo much out of Order that I could 
eat nothing, and at Night diſcover'd all the 
Symptoms of a Malignant Fever, which 
confin'd me to my Bed, till the twenty- 
ninth, nor was I able-to get upon Deck till 
Wedneſday the Fourth of January 1 726-7, 


that we arriv'd at WE Mezurado,* _ 
Mot 


* Cape Mezurado is a high Hil. The Natives of 
the adjoining Country have fine large Houſes, in one 
of which are commonly lodg'd: fifty, or ſixty Men, 
Women and Children, all which confuſedly intermix 
in their Lodging: The Women are handſome, and 
are permitted to grant Favours for Gain. They are 
a civil, good-natur'd People. The Men do not care 
greatly to work, but leave it rather to their Wives. 
Their Religion principally conſiſts in reverencing and 
obeying their King and the Governour ſet over them, 
without concerning themſelves about what is above 
them, being very ſollicitous about nothing but Eating 
and Drinking, and making merry. They live in 
Peace with all their Neighbours, and account the Eu- 
ropeans their only Enemies, who many times make 
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In the mean time, our Ship fail'd from 


thence on the Eighteenth, and on the 
Twenty-fifth anchor d at Gallinas, where 


lay the Queen Elizabeth, Captain Creighton 
beforemention'd, who invited Captain Li- 


ving tone to take a Chriſmas Dinner with 


him, and ſhew'd him a Letter from one 
Benjamin Croſs, Third Mate of the Expe- 
dition, Captain Malltifſe, who was panyar d 


by the Natives of Cape Morte *, about 
H 3. 3 


Inroads upon them, ſeize ſome of them, and ſell them 
for Slaves, which they retalliate when it is in their 


Power. The River, which diſcharges itſelf into the 
Sea, takes its Courſe weſtwards three Miles, and di- 

rectly to Rio Seftre eaſtwards, whither the Natives 
daily paſs in their Canoes, and trade either in the na- 
tural Produce of the Country, or Elephants Teeth, 
by Reaſon a much greater Number of Ships come to 
Rio Seftre than here. 


* This Cape is a Hill ſomewhat higher than that | 


of Cape Mezurado, and is diſtant about Ten Miles 
from it. It is furniſh'd with numerous Villages. The 
Natives of this Cape are induſtrious to the laſt De- 


gree ; in Planting of Rice and Boiling of Salt they 


are indefatigable, both for the King and themſelves, 
whoſe Slaves they are accounted. They are not well 
ſtor'd with Cattle, alſo not many Fowl, but they are 

| oe ; . 
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three Weeks before, and detain'd there to 


make Repriſals for ſome of their Men that 


had been formerly panyar'd by ſome En- 
gliſh Ship, as ſhe traded down the Coat : 


A Cuſtom too often uſed, eſpecially by 


Briftol or Liverpool Men, which is very 


pernicious to the Slave Trade on the Wind- 


ward Coaſt. Croſs, hearing of the Queen 
| Elizabeth's 


very good. They have great 8 of Elephants, 
Tigers, Buffles, Harts, and other wild Beaſts. They 
have great Plenty of Fiſh, which they catch with 
large Nets. A Man marry as many Wives as he can 
maintain, who work hard, and provide thereby, in a 
great Meaſure for themſelves. They live contentedly 
with their Wives, and ſeem not much concern'd it 
they beſtow their Favours ſometimes on other Men. 

Their Cloathing is white, and reſembles an Alba, or 
Surplice. But the Women go almoſt naked, having 
only a natrow Cloth wound about their Middles, and- 
ſome go quite naked, not in the leaſt aſham'd of 


what Nature has beſtow'd on them. As to their Re- 


ligion it is much the fame with that of the Natiyes of 
Aezurado, only that they are not ſo much addicted 
to Gluttony and Jollity. Their Military Weapons, 

which are only Bows and Arrows, are kept rather for 


Ornament than Uſe, for they never go to War, end · 
ing their Differences amicably by Treaty. The Coun- 


| fertile. 


try hereabouts 1s very 8 and alſo en 
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Elizabeth's Arrival at Gallinas, and being 


left by his own Ship, wrote the faid Letter 
to Captain Creigbton, begging that he would 
redeem him, which Living ſtone agreed to 


do, upon his Arrival at Cape Monte, he 


being bound down the Coaſt after the Ex- 
pedition, for Creighton was bound for Sher- 


TRAT Day came into the Road, the 
Prienaſh1þ Brig, of Briſtol, one Barry 
Commander, who likewiſe din'd aboard 
the Queen Elizabeth, and towards Night, 
having drank pretty freely, inſulted the two 
Captains, wha not being able to bear i it, re- 

turn d him proper Marks of their Reſe 


ment; which ſo enrag'd him, that he im- 


mediately went aboard his own Ship, and 


in a Piratical Manner fir d a Shot he 


Queen Flizabeth, which had like to have 
carried away her Fore Stay, and having, at 
| his D eparture, N ines Living one, in in 


a particular Manner, to come aboard and 


whip him, Living fone therefore haſten'd 
aboard his own. Ship, and put himſelf in 


' the beſt Poſture of Defence he could. Ac- | 


ch when he came aboard, and per- 
H 4 __ ceivd 
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_ ceived the Brig ſtanding towards. him, he | 


fired ſeveral Hob, ot he, which made her 
e | 1 


Tux next "hs we | Gil'd e thence, 
and on the Twenty-ninth arrived at Cape 


Monte where we ſtaid Four Days, during 


which Time Captain Living ſtone redeem'd 
Mr. Croſs at the Expence of about Fifty 
Pounds Sterling, and brought him aboard 
the Bonetta, where he ſtaid till the Twen- 


tieth-ſixth of January, when we arriv'd at 


St. Andrews, where we found ſeveral Eng- 


hſh and French Ships, among whom was 


che Expedition, Captain Mallriſſe who 


thankfully repaid Living ſtone, and took 


Croſs again. I obſeryed that the Natives 
who came off to trade” with us were mighty 


— 


— 


timorous of coming aboard, for fear of 
being panyar'd ; and even thoſe who were 


bold enough to venture, if they chanc'd to 
ſpy any Arms about the Ship, immediately 
they leap'd over the Side into their Canoes, 
and make the beſt of their Way aſhore 


from us. Theſe Negroes ſeem to be very 


induſtrious, for they all 8⁰ clad with their 
oven N 5 


Oy. 
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o Menday, PAW IE the 3 we 
Gil'd alone from thence to Cape Mezurado, 


where we arrived on the Fourth, and an- 
chord in Eight Fathom Water, juſt. be- 
| hind the Cape, about Two Leagues diſtant 
from the Mouth of St. Paul's River, 
where we lay till Noon next Day ; but be- 
ing loth to venture aſhore, and finding that 
none of the Natives would preſume to 
come off to us, we took our Departure 


from - thence for the River Funch, failing 
always as cloſe by the Shoar as we could 


well venture, in Order to make the true 
Survey, which indeed very much retarded 
our Voyage, as being oblig'd to come eve- 
ry Night to Anchor, At Two o'Clock 
the next Day we anchor'd at Five Fathom 
before the ſaid River, into which I went 
with our Long-Boat to take the Soundings 
and Bearings of it. The Entrance is fo very 
rocky that it is impoſſible for any ſmall 
Ship to get in, however on the Inſide it is 
navigable. and comes away with a fine 
ſmooth Current from the Eaſtward. About 
Six in the Evening, we return'd aboard 


iber Ing " Diſcourſe with the | 
Natives, 
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Natives, tho we ſaw many of them on 
the Shoar. The next Morning we weigh'd 
from thence, and I went on with my Sur. 
vey down the Coaſt. On Monday the 
Ninth we anchor'd off of the River Seftos, 
where we ſtaid Six Days, having in Com- 
pany the Providence Brigantine of London, 
Captain Cut7ler. During our Abode here, 
I took the Soundings and Bearings ef this 
River. The Entrance of which is like- 
wiſe rocky and very ſhoal ; ſo that it is na- 
vigable for nothing larger than a good Long- 
Boat tho' a broad ſpacious Baſon. On the 
Inſide, on the Right Hand as you go in, 
is ſituate a large handſome Village which 
takes its Name from the River. There we 
took in what Wood and Water we had 
Occaſion for, paying nothing but a ſmall 
Preſent, by Way of Acknowledgment to 
the King. The People of this Country 
are courteous enough to Strangers, tho 
ſomewhat ſhy of the Engliſb. Proviſions 
are not very dear, tho' very ſcarce here, 
except Rice, of which we bought a good 
Quantity, alſo ſome Fowls. On the Four- 
teenth, we had a very hard Gale of Wind 


at Eaſt-South-Eaſt, which obliged us to . 
-” let 
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let go our beſt Bower Anchor, and lower — 

our Yards and Top- Maſts. The Fiftcenth 11 
being fair Weather we fail'd, and on the 
Twentieth arriv'd at Cetra-Crue, where we 


anchor d before the Town in Sixteen Fa- 1 
thom Water. We had ſcarce lain there an 11 
Hour before a Canoe came off to us, and Al 
we aſk'd one of the Fellows, who ſpoke a 
little Engliſh, if they had any Goats, Hogs, [1 
or Hens aſhoar ? And he anſwer'd us after | 
his Way, that they had too much Goats, 11 
too much Hogs and Hens. This gave us | 8 
ſome Reaſon to hope that freſh Proviſions 1 
were cheap, and plenty here. The next A 
Day the Chief Mate and I, (after taking 1 
the Sdundings and Bearings) went aſhoar, | | 
where we were received at the Water-fide l| i 
by a great Number of the Natives, who [ | 
conducted us into the Town, which at firſt 119 
Sight appeared very odd to me, all the | { | 
Houſes being built upon Piles at leaſt Five | l 
Foot high from the Ground; whether to Vii 
preſerve | them from the unwholeſome [. 
Damps of the Earth in the rainy Seaſons, 18) 
or from! the Fiererneſs of wild Beaſts in | i} 
the Night, I know. not; but it is certain 3 | 
that this Country abounds with many-Sorts | || 
| | 5 of i 
5 1 
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of wild Beaſts, and I believe it is not muck | 
frequented by White Men, becauſe that as 
we walk d thro' the Town' all the People 


ran down out of their Houſes to gaze at 
us, following us where ever we went, but 
Mr. Carſe our Chief Mate, being deſirous 
to buy ſome of their freſh Proviſions which 
the Man told us they had ſo great a Plenty 
of, went to the Head Man of the Town, 
who is a Kind of Petty King, to obtain a 
Liberty of Trade with his Subjects, becauſe 
hitherto 'they had produced nothing to us 


for Sale. His Majeſty immediately granted 


his Royal Licence, and being at Dinner 
defired Mr. Carſe to fit down and feec 


with him, which Mr. Carſe did: Their | 
Dinner was boil'd Rice and Palm Oil; and 15 


one af the Lords then in waiting gave 


Mr. Carſe a Shell inſtead of a Spoon. And 


when they had din'd, the King deſir d him 
to put his Spoon in his Pocket, which he 
did, but when he was coming away, the 
King told him he muſt not ſtir till he had 
return'd him a Preſent in Lieu of the fine 
Shell, and Mr. Carſe did give him ſome 


Trifle or other, out of his Pocket, which 


* greedily took, and then diſmiſs'd him, 
„ 
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Me were under ſome Concern. to find our- | 


ſelves ſo groſsly miſinform'd by the Negroe, 
for here was nothing to be got but ſome 


Malagetta Pepper and a few Pine Apples; | 
the moſt delicious Fruit in the whole World. 
They are A Six ene RING | 


F 5 , * y 1 " ; 
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AB Three Leagues and an Half, 


South-Eaſt of Cetra Crue are. two. ſunken 
Rocks about ſeven or eight Miles from the 


Shore, and within two Hundred Yards of 


each other. The Northermoſt is a flat 


Rock above fifty Yards in Length, the Os 


ther a ſteep Rock, on which a Ship be- 
longing to Mr. Harris of London was loſt; 
in the Year 1719, having nine Foot Wa- 

ter on one ae and Kahr Fathom on. the 


other. 
F J 
: * 1 17 E 


— 


pn. 


0 N 5 dan the Go we left 


: Cetr 4 Crue, and on the twenty-fourth we 


Fa Cape Palmas. About Seven Lea- 
gues North-Baft of the Cape is a Town 
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had lately made War upon them, and burnt- 
Drewin to Aſhes, taking all the Men, Wo- 
men and Children, whom they ſold very 
cheap to the Ships then lying at St. An- 
drews. We' therefore paſs d by Drewin, 
and, on the twenty-ſixth arriv'd at Sr. Au- 
drews, where we found the Expedition, &c. 
This is an extraordinary good Road for 
and, of late, is <A ra a Place of 
very yoo Trade, eſpecially ſince the De- 
molition of Drewin. We ftaid no longer 
than was neceflary for taking a Survey of 
this Bay, and then went on to the reſt of 
the Quagua Coaſt, which extends itſelf from 
Cape Palmas * Eaſt by North about One 
Hundred Leagues to the River Mancha, by 
ſome call'd Rio Cobre, but by others the 
Golden River. This Coaſt is not near fo 
well inhabited as the Grain Coaſt, which 
extends itſelf from Cape Monte, South-Eaſt, 
One Hundred and fifteen TR, or 1 8 8 


5 * + The Inhabitants of this Plage are ede 

ceeding covetous, and delight i in man Fleſh, when 
they can come at it. They are poſſeſs d of a Coun- 
try which affords them great Plenty of Proviſions, and 
indeed they want nothing that is neeeſſary for the 
— | 
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about to Cape Palmas: Nor are the Na- 
tives ſo civil as the former, for we have 
very often lain by before a Town, and fir d 
a Gun for the Natives to come off, and in- 
form us what Town or Place it was, but 
were never the wiſer, for no Soul came 
near us. But at length we learnt by ſome 
Ships that were trading down the Coaft, 
that the Natives ſeldom ventur'd aboard an 


but that they would readily come off to a 
French Veſſel. This Knowledge was of no 


play'd nothing but French Colours, and 


By which Stratagem, we daily gain'd good 


tage of buying freſh Proviſions from them; 
of which their Country affords great Plen- 
ty; but ſuch notorious Thieves and Brutes 
are no where elſe in the World to be found. 
When they come aboard to us, if they ſee 


portunity they are ſure to ſteal, otherwiſe 
they never fail to beg it: And if we deny 
Dudgeon, and will let no Body elſe come 
| : off 


_ Engliſh Ship, for Fear of being panyar d; 


ſmall Service to us, for afterwards we diſ- 
traded with them in the French Language. 


Information, and had beſides the Advan- 


any thing they like, if they have an Op- 
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off to us; ſo that we are obliged to hide 
every Thing, but what we are willing to 


ſacrifice to them. Whenever our Boat 


went to trade with them for freſh Proviſi- 
ons, they always took good Store of Arms 


the Natives, nor dare they land, but come 


the Shoar, and there wait for the trading 
Canoes to come off to them. The Na- 
tives will make no Bargain with us till 
they receive a Preſent, after which we 


| muſt give every Man in the Canoe a large 
Toon of Rum, or Engh io _— 


bj "hs any. «of tha: nds aides; to > ff 


our Arms, they all immediately take to 


their Canoes, and make the beſt of their 
Way aſhoar from us; but will neither 
come any more near us themſelves nor ſuf- 
fer others to come: So that we are always 
oblig d to hide our Arms in the Stern of 
the Boat. And thus were we forc'd all 
along to deal with that curſed Race of Ca- 


 nibals : For tho' I believe as much by ma- 


ny other Nations in Guinea, whom I have 


ſeen cat dead Dogs, Allegators, * 
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Fiſh, and worſe Food, yet none beſides 
theſe will confeſs the leaſt W to a a Meal 
of Human Fleſh. 


Tx HIS, as well as the Grain Coaſt is di- 
vided into many little Kingdoms and Coun- 


tries, which having but few Pallavers, or 


Diſputes among them, is the Reaſon why 


the Slave Trade is not ſo good here, as on 
the Gold and Slave Coaſts. Mr. Boſman 


ſeems mightily puzzl'd to know, why this 
is call'd the Ruaqua Coaſts, for, ſays he, * 


I could perceive nothing in their Language 


that ſounded like the Quaking of a Duck: 
Truly, I am therein of his Opinion; but 


the. Truth of this mighty Miſtery is, that 


the Word Quaqua in their Language ſig- 
nifies a Tooth ; from whence it is in En- 


915 je call'd the Tooth, or Tvory Coaſt, 


; 0 N Saturday, the Fourth af 8 
we anchor d in thirteen Fathom of Water, 


about five Miles to the Weſtward of Axim 


Caſtle, which is the hithermoſt Dutch Fort 
on the Gold Coaſt. It is a pretty little tri- 
N e angular 


| + Deſcript. of Guinea, p. 491. 


—— — IES 


——— —ä— me 


3 


* 


FFFTFPFͤͤͥͤ ²˙ wm A Oe er OO a aR ANI IE 


þ 
f 
| 
f 
1 
| 
4 
« 


Pieces of Cannon, having on each Angle 
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angular Fortification, which mounts Eleven 


a Battery; the two regarding the Land 
mount three Cannon each, and that next 
the Sea, five. Here is alſo a large popu- 
lous Negroe Town built under Shelter of 


the Fort Guns, as indeed all the European 


Forts on the Gold Coaſt have. 


„e ee 
Parts, * are generally very rich, driving a 
4s 845 great 


*The Gold Coaſt 1 extended about Sixty Miles, 


beginning with the Gold River three Miles Weſt of 
Aſine, or twelve above Axim, and ending with the 
Village Ponni, ſeven or eight Miles Eaſt of Aera. 
| The Gold Coaſt comprehends all the Countries from 
the Ancoberſian River to the Village Ponni, eleven in 
Number, viz. Axim, Ante, Adom, Jabi, Commani, 


Fetu, Saboe, Fantyn, Acrin, Agonna, and Aguamboe; 
each containing one, two, or three Towns or Vil- 


lages, lying upon the Sea- ſhore; their greateſt and 


moſt populous Towns being generally farther on the 
Land. Seven of theſe are Kingdoms, governed by 


their reſpective Kings; and the reſt being govern'd by 


ſome of the principal Men amongft them, ſeem to 


approach nearer to Commonwealths. But this Order 


of Government has been very much broken ſince the 
os of the Brandenburgers. | 


F 


Voyage to Guinea. 115 


great Trade with the Europeans for Gold, 


which they chiefly vend to the Engliſb or 
Dutch. The Natives of Axim induſtriouſ- 
ly employ themſelves either in Trade, Fiſh- 
ing or Agriculture, and that is chiefly exer- 


eiſed in the Culture of Rice, which grows 5 


here above all other Places in an incredible 


Abundance, and is tranſported hence all the 
Gold Coaſt over. The Inhabitants in lieu 


returning full fraught with Millet, Jammes, 
Potatoes, and Palm Oil; all which are very 


rare here, for the Soil is generally moiſt, ' 


and though fit to produce Rice and Fruit- 
Trees, doth not kindly yield other Fruits. 


Arim is fix Miles in Length, computed 


from the Rio Cobre, ( Ancober, or the Ser- 
pentine River, ſo call'd by the Portugueſe, 


from its intricate Windings and in-land 


Courſe of twenty Miles) to the Village 
| Bagfwa, a Mile Weſt of the Dutch N 
near the N of Boutry. 


T HE River Ancober is wide Obſerva- 
tion : Its Banks are adorn'd with fine lofty 
Trees, which afford the moſt agreeable 


Shade in the World, defending the Tra- 


* from the ſcorching Beams of the Sun. 
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It is very pleaſant to obſerve the beautiful 
voariegated Birds, and the ſportive Apes, di- 
verting themſelves on the Boughs of the 
Trees. And as though Art had contriv'd 

do illuſtrate Nature, and render it more 


charming and delightful, about a Mile from 


the Mouth of the River, is ſituate à fine 


populous Village, extending about a Quar- 
ter of a Mile on the Weſtern Shore, and 
affords a moſt agreeable Proſpect. 


_ ABovT ſeven or eight Leagues South- 
Eaſt of Axim is another large beautiful Fort 
built by the Brandenburghers, whoſe Elec- - 
tor is King of Pruſſia; but is now in the 

Hands of the Dutch, and is well known 
by the Name of. Conny s Caſtle, for when 
the Pruſtians, who had it laſt in Poſſeſſion, 


left the Coaſt of Guinea, they left the Go- 


vernment of this Fort to one John Conny, 
a Black * Caboceroe, with ſtrict Orders 


not to deliver it up to any Nation but the 


 Prufſians. 


* A 3 is the Maſter pf a * or Head 


of a Clan, who, in Military Affairs, acts as General, 


and in Civil as a Judge, making up all Pallavers, or 
deciding a Controverſies among the poorer Sort. 


— — 
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Pruffians. Soon after their Arrival in Eu- 
rope, the King of Pruffia ſold all his Inte- 
reſt on the Coaſt of Guinea, to the Dutch 


Weſt-India Company, there being another 
Fort belonging to him, ſituate upon Cape 


Three Points. When the Dutch. came to 
demand this Fort, John Conny refus'd to 


deliver it to them. Upon which a War 


enſu'd, which laſted ſome Years, and coſt 
the Dutch a great deal of Blood and Mo- 
ney. On the other Hand, Conny, fluſh'd 
with many Victories over the Dutch, be- 


came a mortal Enemy to them, having 
pav'd a little Path from the Outfide Gate to 


the Inner Apartments of his Caſtle, | with 
 Dutchmens Sculls, ſlain in his Engagements 


with them: He had a large Dutchman's 


Scull tipp'd with Silver, which he us'd as a 
Punch Bowl. However, in the Year 1724, 
he was beaten out of his Caſtle, and fled 
up into the Fantyn Country from the in- 


cenſed Dutch. 


ON Monday, the Sixth of February, we 


 anchor'd near this famous Caſtle in fix Fa- 


thom Water. Towards Night, a Canoe 
came off to us, from the Dutch Chief, to 


. et 
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let us know, that if we wanted Wood or 
Water we might there be ſupplied : But, I 
ſuppoſe, at a very dear Rate, for I had heard 
that all the Dutch Chiefs, at the Out- Ports, 
were order d to ſupply no Engh/h Ship 
whatſoever with either Wood or Water, 
except the Ships belonging to a certait 
thy and eminent Merchant of London *, 
However, we wanted neither Wood nor 
Water at that Time, The Fellow told us, 
that the Dutch had dug up ſeveral Places 
about the Fort, to find a Firkin of Gold 
Duſt, faid to be left behind there by Jobn 
Conny, when. he ran away, but all to no 


Purpoſe. 


Tur next Day,, about Three in the Af. 
ternoon, we arriv'd at Dixcove, and that 
Night I went aſhore with Mr. Hall, the 
Chief; who came off to us. We ſtaid 
here four Days, during which Time I made 
a proper Survey, according to my Inſtruc- 
tions from the Company. This is a hand- 
ſome regular Fortification, having four good 
— on which are mounted twenty 


Pieces 


* Mr. HuurRHREY Monrice, 


wor- 
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Pieces of Ordnance, This and all the other 
Engliſb Forts are ſubordinate to Cape Goaft 
Caſtle: The Chiefs of them being allow d 
to hoiſt no other than a St. Georges Flag, 
White, with a Red Croſs; whereas thoſe 
who are Governors, or Generals, hoiſt the 
Union-Flag by Permiſſion ; as at Gambia, 
Here are two Villages commanded by one 
and the ſame Caboceroe, who always hoiſts | 
the St. George's Flag at his Houſe, when- 
ever that at the Fort is diſplay d, being done 
in Honour to the Engliſb, and thereby de- 
claring who he is for. Here is an extraor- 
dinary fafe Cove, or Landing-Place. The 
Gardens, which belong to the Fort, are 
both . and profitable. ; 


A Ox Saturday, the Eleventh, we 1. 
from thence to Secondee, where we anchor- 
ed, the next Day, in ſeven Fathom Water 
I ſtaid three Days here to fulfill my Or- 
ders, as I had done before at Dixcove. 
This is a much larger and ſtronger Fort 
14 


* The Dutch call the Kingdom and Country, on 
which this Fort ſtands, Fida. 
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that, tho it mounts the fame N umber of 
Cannon, vis. Twenty Pieces. Here is as 
good, if not a betterLanding-place and Gar- 
dens than at Diæxcove. The Country in- 
deed is much the ſame all along the Gold 
Coaſt. However this Fort has the Advan- 
tage of the other in a good Neighbourhood, 
I mean that of a little Dutch Fort, which 
is built an the Top of the next Hill, a- 
bout a Muſket Shot from it, where the 
Gentlemen of both Forts may have the Ad- 
vantage of viſiting each 18 whenever 5 
wy pleaſe. | 
92 On Wedneſday the Fifteenth, we ſail'd 
thence about Four in the Morning, and at 
Eleven, we anchor'd at Commenda, in Nine 
Fathom of Water. About Noon, we 
went aſhore as formerly, and ftaid Three 
Days here about the Company's Buſineſs. 
'This is the largeſt and ſtrongeſt of any Fort 
belonging to the Engliſb, on the Gold Coaſt 
except Cape Coaſt Caſtle. There is at pre- 
ſent mounted upon it but Twenty-one 
Pieces of Cannon, tho' there are Port for 
almoſt as many more. They may be happy 
here in the eee of a good 
. Dutch 
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Dutch Fort within Muſket Shot of them, 
| however that Happineſs has not always ſub- 
ſiſted here amongſt them, for a late Engliſo 
Chief of my Acquaintance having had ſome 
Words of Diſpute with the Dutch Chief, 
was unhandſomely and unwarily attack d 
by him under a great Tree between the 
Two Forts, where he bravely defended his 
own at the Expence of the unhappy Durch- 
man's Life. The Landing-place here is 
pretty tolerable. The Gardens very good, 
and there are large e „ yy 
ing to both Fe orts. 


Wer E ald from wes on Friday Even- | 
ing, and on Saturday the Eighteenth of Fe- 
 bruary, we. arriv'd in Cape Caaſt Road, 
where we found ſeveral other Ships. Here 
our Buſineſs detain'd us till Thurſday he. 
eee of March following. 2 


Twas being «Place of the greateſt 
Conſequence belonging to the Engliſb on 

the Coaſt of Guinea, I ſhall endeavour to 
give a true e of it. 


TAE 
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Tar Portugueſe, who were formerly 


very famous for making Diſcoveries, firſt 
ſettled here, about the Year 1610, and 


founded this Caſtle upon a large Rock | 
which butts out into the Sea orming > 


Cape, or Head-land, which they call'd Go 


bo Corſo. In a few Years Time they were 
diſpoſſeſſed by the Dutch who enlarg'd and 
beautify'd it, who have very much added 
to its Strength and Grandeur. 


Tux Parade, Which is Twenty Foot pers 
pendicular above the Surface of the Rock, 
forms a Kind of Quadrangle heing open © 
the Eaſt Side towards the Sea which ren- 
ders it very cool, airy and pleaſant, afford. 
ing a delightful Proſpect of Queen Anne's 
Point, and the Ships in Anamaboe Road, 
&c. on which is a Platform of Thirteen 


Pieces of heavy Cannon, The other Three 


Sides are curiouſly built up, containing many 


beautiful ſpacious neat Apartments and Of- 


fices, particularly on the Southſide a large 


well built Chapple, the back Part of which 


joins to the Caſtle Wall, having the great 
Body of the Rock call'd 7. Prop on the 
Cable of it, which not only ſerves to 


1 
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off the Violence of the I but is 0; 


nine The Inhabitants, 


tho' Pagans, are a very civiliz'd Sort of 


People, for which they are beholding to 
their frequent Converſation with the Euro- 


Fans, They are of a warlike Diſpoſition, 


tho' in Time of Peace, their chief Em- 
-.  ployment is fiſhing, at which they are ve- 
ry. dexterous, eſpecially with a Caſt-Net, 


' wherewith they take all Sorts of Surface 


| Fiſh, nor are they leſs acquainted with the 


Hook and Line for the Ground Fiſh. It is 
very pleaſant to ſee a Fleet, con 
Eighty or a Hundred Canoes, going out a 
Fiſhing from Cape Coaſt in a Morning, and 
returning in from Sea well freighted in the 
Evening, which may be ſeen every Day 
during the dry Seaſons, except Tweſday 


which it their Fittiſh Day, or Day of Reſt. 


They frequently venture abroad in the 


Rains, tho“ they are ſometimes drove in. 
again, at the Approach of a Turnadoe, be- 


fore 158 * been two Hours abroad. 
Tun 
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THE Grand Cubs of this Town, 


Is a Chriſtian, nam'd Thomas Offat. He 
| was carried when young to Ireland, where 


his Maſter dying, left him in Care with a 


Widow, whoſe Name was Pennington, who 


kept the Crown or Faulcon Tavern near the 
Change in Cork. She took Care of his Edu- | 
cation, and had him baptiz'd by the Reve- 
rend Dr. Maul, now Lord Biſhop of 
Choyne. Afﬀter having obtain'd his Freedom, 
in this Manner, he in Time return'd home 


to Cape Coaff, where he now lives in very 


great Grandeur, and is of the utmoſt Service 


to the Erngli/h, both for the carrying on 


their Trade in the Inland Country, and pre- 


. ſerving Peace with all the neighbouring 


Powers, eſpecially the Town of Elmina, 


where ſtands that great and ſtrong Dutch 
Fort, which is the Reſidence of their Gene- 


ral, and is but Three Leagues diſtant from 
Cape Coaſt. There has ſeldom been a good 


' Underſtanding between thoſe two Places, 
either among the White Men or the Blacks. 


A little before I arriv d here, there happen'd 
to be a War between the Two Towns of 
Cape Cog, and St. George's de Elmina, at 


which 
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1 which Time the great Dutch Caboceroe, 
ham'd Abbocon, in a deriding Manner ſent a 


Curtotich Box of Ammunition to Tom Q. 
at, thereby ſignifying that he believed Tom 


Ofiat wanted a ſufficient Force of Arms to 


attack him, which however Tom very © 


thankfully received ; and deſir d the Meſ- 
ſenger to tell Abbocon, that he hop'd in a 


little Time he ſhou'd be able to return him | 


as good a Preſent. The next Day they ſet 
the Battle inArray, which happen'd to be a 


very bloody one, no Body being able to 


judge which Party had the better of it, for 
the Space of Four Hours, till at laſt the El- 
minians began to break, and give Way to 
the Cape Coaſters, who ſoon routed them, 
and took. a great many Priſoners, among 


whom were Nine of the Petty Caboceroes 


of Elmina, whoſe Heads Tom Ofiat (tho a 


| Chriſtian) caus'd to be cut off, and ſent 


them next Day in a Bag to Abbocun, aſſur- 
ing him that his Powder and Ball where ve- 
ry good, as did 5 the Execution 
"up md gone... 5 8 : 


| Tan 8 of Cipe Craft Cattle, 
&c. has at ſometimes been inveſted in one 
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Man, whoſe Title is Cartain-Gener 


P 


of Guinea. ene een Times been go- 


vern' d, as it now is, by a Triumvirate. As 


— 


for the Council, which ought to be added to 


both, I look upon it as a Cypher, becauſe 
the Chiefs always act as they pleaſe, by the 
ſeeming Conſent of a Council that dare not 
| oppoſe them, as being inveſted with a Power 
by the Company, either to depoſe or depute 
whom they pleaſe to be e N 
ane Forts. Ge, 


ik Gardens des c, are ey 
pleaſane and large, being near Eight Miles 
in Circumference; they are no where cir- 


cumſcrib'd by any Bounds or Hedges ex- 


cept on the South Side next the Town, but 


all in general is call'd the Garden as far as 
any regular Walks are planted. They are 
very fertile, and produce every Thing that 


yo within the Torrid Zone : Such as, 
e Lime „Citrons, Gua- 


W Views Plantanse, Bowl -Cocoa- 


Nuts, Cinnamon, Tamarinds, Pine-Apples, 


© Indian Cabbage; alſo European, and many 
| Sos of Keen Sls ſuch as Cueum- 
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| | bers, - Water-Mellons and Pur- 
flin. Their beſt Roots are Yams and Pota- 


toes, and ſometimes they can raiſe Turnips 
out of good Engliſh Seed. By the Side of 

_ theſe Gardens, on the Top of a ſteep Hill, is 
a little round Tower which mounts Seven 
Guns, built by General Phipps, from whom 
it takes the Name of Phipps's Tower; it is 


exactly Three Quarters of a Mile North- 


Weſt from Cape Coaſt Caſtle, At the ſame 
Diſtance Eaſt by North is another Engliſb 
Fort, call'd Fort Royal, which formerly 
| belong'd to the King of Denmark. In the 


Year 1698, the Engliſb began to fortify and 


rebuild this Fort, and had they gone on as 


. they began, it would certainly have been 


the ſtrongeſt Caſtle in all Guinea, being eve- 


ry Way inacceſſible (thro' the Steepneſs of 
the Hill) but by one narrow Path, which 
2 lingle Gun may defend, and even now, 
tho' ruinous, tis capable of levelling Cape 
| Coaſt Caſtle to the Ground, Here are 
mounted. and diſmounted Twenty-one 

Pieces of Ordnance, wherewith they take 


up; or anſwer all the Salutes of Ships that : 
come into the Road, which is very conve- 
nient in Caſe of any Body's being ſick at 


"af 
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; Cape Coaft, that they may not be 8 


the daily firing of Guns, ſeeing that this 


Road is fo much frequented by Ships, who 
always ſalute the Fort n N 8 


5 omg . 


MR. Bees in in his Deteipten of as: 


| Craft is very conciſe, tho what he ſays of 
the Place is very true; but (as if he was 
ſorry for ſpeaking well of any Thing that 
belong d to the Ergli/p) he immediately 
quits his Subject, and falls upon an unedify- 
ing Deſcription of the Infirmities of the 


Engliſh there. He tells us, that the whole 
Garriſon looks as if it was famiſh'd or Hag- 


ridden, which he imputes to the Debau- ; 


chery of their drinking an unwholeſome 


Mixture of Limes, Water, Brandy and 


Sugar, which, ſays he, they! call Punch. 


Now, indeed, I will ſay this for the Dutch 

in Guinea, that they ſeldom adulterate their 
Rum or Brandy with any ſuch unwhole- 
| ſome Mixtures, as we call them, but drink 


it plain to Exceſs, and ſurely, that can't be 
accounted Debauchery. But to leave the 
Dutchmen, as he does the Enghſh, to them- 

ſelves for a-while, and to conclude my Hi- 


A Vojage to Guinea. » 49 


| Rory or Deſcription of Cape Coaſt. 
| Landing-Place here is ſo very dangerous he 
no Boat can venture aſhore, but muſt wait | 
for à Canoe to come off and fetch either 
Goods or Paſſengers aſhore; and even the 
| Canoes are often 'over-ſct and the Gentle- 
men well waſhed ; nevertheleſs when fifſe 
aſhore; this Place is the wholeſoineſt and 
moſt comfortable of any in all Guinea. 
The Caſtle alſo which mounts forty Pieces 
of heavy Cannon is the largeſt and ſtrong- 
eſt, _— George de Elmina, of 
— e e 


Wurn ve were fi Fe we | Praga 
there a Letter, which was left by an Engliſh 
Ship from Holland, directed to the Dutch 
General at Eimina; we brought it with us 
to Cape Cuaſt, and this being a good Excuſe 
for me to take a View of that Caſtle, I ac- 
cordingly went one Day with Captain Li- 
ving tome in a large Canoe from Cape Coaft 
up to Blmina, where he deliver'd the Let- 
ter to the General, who it ſeems had very 
good Intelligence of me; for not thinking T 

WE JOHOR or taken Or OE x 
ES dy, 
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dy, I very innocently walked out a little fo 
7 look about me, but was immediately fol- 
low'd by the General, who catch'd me by 
the Sleeve, and in a ſort of an abrupt Man- 
ner led me back again Into. deen Fall, 
| ' having my Name very pat, and afluring 
me, that tho I came abroad to carry home 
all Gaines in my Packet, yet I ſhou'd not 
carry home Elming Caſtle with me. This ; 
| ted Reprimand at firſt ſurpriſed mae, 
but when I had recover d myſelf a little, 
told his Honour, that I thought he was a 
Man of much more Knowledge than to 
imagine it was pofſible for any one to take 
the Dimenſions, or Survey of a Place with- 
out proper Inſtruments, and as he ſaw I had 
none I wonder d, how he could ſuſpect me 
+ of coming to Eimina on any ſueh Account. 
He paus d a while, and then ſeem'd a little 
concern'd at his unjuſt Suſpicion.and Treat- | 
ment of me, and very civilly deſired us to 
1 ſttan and ding with him, which we conſent- 
1 ed to, He then ſhew d us ſome unfiniſnd 
1 Peaughbts left by the laſt Durch Surveyors, 
who were ſent out by that Company to the 
| | Gal Cual, on che fame Kind of Survey that 
BY 8 W Ha ny 
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me to take of all Guinea, Indeed, the 


| Work "was very prot vegan but alas 
- theſe unfortunate nen, like many o- 
- ters before them, (on the fame Expedi- 


„ tion) loſt their Lives before they had half 


finiſh'd their Wack. After Dinner the Ge- 
neral ſent the Captain of the Guard to ſhew | 
us the Caſtle, which is much larger and 
| ſtronger than that at Cape Coaft, tho” not bo | 

ry, cool or pleaſant. Here they land up- 
on a fine Rey; which is bullf ar Ge Ent 

tance of 4 fmall River near the Caſlle, over 
Which is placed a beautiful Draw-Bridge, 
after the Datch Faſhion, As we walk d 
found this great Caſtle, I perceiv'd that 
moſt of their heavy Cannon were Braſs, and 
the Garriſon extraordinarily well mann'd, 

there being above thirty Gentlemen who 
din'd that Day at the General's Table, be- 
fides all the other Factors, Writers, and 
3 Soldiers, above one Hundred and Fifty White 
Men. The Town alfo is very large and 
populous, having good Markets, wherein 
many Sorts of Proviſions, eſpecially Fiſh 
are daily exhibited to Sale. In ſhort, every. 
thing here (only what I have already ex- 
| cepted) ſeem d to me by far to exceed Cape 
* 2 5 


\ 
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_ Coaſt, where we return'd in the Evening, 
being extraordinary well pleaſed with every 
. thing, only that unluckly Pull by the Sleeve 
- aforeſaid, which I have not yet forgot, be- 
 +cauſe it put me in a Sort of a Surpriſe: . 
However, I made the Gentlemen at Cape 
C laugh heartily e 1 95 Paſ- 


* 


Yaris kniſh'd o our Fa iet at 7" 
' Coaft, we took our Departure from thence 
on Thurſday, the Twenty-third of March. 
This being the latter End of the dry Seaſons 
here, which do not happen at the ſame 
Time every where in Guinea, the Garriſon 
was ſo ſcarce of Water that they could ſpare 
us none for our Ship's Uſe, there being 
none within Eight Miles of Cape Coaſt hut 
what they preſerve during the rainy Seaſons 
in a great vaulted Tank, or Ciſtern, under 
Ground, whereto all the Rain is convey'd , 
from the Tops of the Buildings, by leaden 
Pipes, &c. And thus all the Forts on the 
Gold Coaſt are ſupplied. The next Day at 
Noon, we anchor d at Tantumquery in Nine 
Fathom Water. I went aſhore, and find- 


ing 4 ther T ank My. low, could get but 
Four 
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Four Caſks of Water, which I ſent off in 
our Yaul. This is a pretty little regular Fort, 
having Four ſmall Flankers, on which are 
mounted twelve Pieces of Ordnance. It is 
pleaſantly ſituated near the Sea Side: The 
Landing-place, indeed, is but very indiffe-- 


rent, I have ſeen Eight fiſhing Canoes out | 


of Fifteen' overſet at their Landing here, by 
which unlucky Accident they loſt all their 
 Havine" but little to do here, we fail'd 
hence on the 26th, and the next Day an- 


chor'd at Winneba in Five Fathom Water. 


Here we yere ſupplied with pure freſh Wa- 


ter out of their Tank, and tho we had 


den et Tons out of it, I could not 

Tceive that we had lower'd it Six Inches, 
from whence 1 concluded that the Tank at 
Winneba has a Spring in it, the Bottom being 
all a Rock. This Fort is exactly the ſame 
Plan and — as that at 7. eee l 
nor ãs the Landing-Place any better. The 
Fort ſtands on a riſing Ground abe Four- 
teen Yards from the Sea Side; having a 
handſome Avenue of Trees up to the Outer 
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contributes very much to thie Strength and 
Uſefulneſs of che Fort, being a ſafe Place to, 
ſecure their Cattle by Night from: the Wild 
Beaſts, Here are alſo very good Gardens;. | 
all which together: ar UM 3G | 

| cru otros 


Fl "Th: md the 1 vow 
weigh'd from-thence ,about Midnight, and 
on the Thirtieth arrived at Acera, where 
we anchor'd in Six ae Water. This 


» 


Cable to be weady tn leg 90 is Gef part- 
ingeither of the others, Aﬀer faluting the 
Fort with Seven Guns, according to Cu- 
ſtom, we went aſ lere: This Landing» 
place is pretty ſaſe by Reaſon af ſome: ſmall 
Rooks,' which lie a little Way off in the Sea 
before it, ſo as to obſtru@-the Violence: of 
the great Waves from breaking on the Shore. 
| The Fort, which is very large, 0 wait 
'F . beautiful, is built on the Top of a Steep 
14 rocky Clift, hanging over the Sea, having'a 
* | Battery juſt under the Caſtle-wall, next the 
Water, where may be planted Twenty 
Pieces of heavy Cannon, beſides which the 
Forthas Four — on which 
are 


_ "Om g 35 
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Muſkeete Shot of it, and a very large and 
ſtrong Dunyb Fort within two fmall Miles 
of it. This delightful Champaign Country 
of Aura, being not ſo woody as any of the 
. others, is by far the moſt pleaſant on the 
Gold Coaſt. Here are Salt Bonds belong 
ing to the Fort, which yield vaſt Quantities | 
| of Salt! ſufficient to" ſupply, not only the 
aft but * alt. hey _ 
Towns belonging oath Foe, anche” 
Suit ati} 6 dle Gold Cut, yet 
dhe Inhabitimts' of co er theſf Towns 


by ths Titles of either E I or . 
Dutch Men, ThisPlace ſeldom fails of am 
trao cc Harp from the Tnlani' 
ſeveral are ſuppoſed wo ods in very re- 
more Parts becauſe | it is e e 
A Parcel of on Slaves. The Malay Feo- 

Fr were originally Natives of Mallatca, a 
K 4 5 huge ; 


4 4 — By _ 
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huge Promontory in Aha, which lies. ba. | 
tween. the Iſlands of Sumatra and Borneo. 


'The chief City of this Place takes its Name 
from the Country. It was firſt diſcover d 


by the Portugueſe, who built not only the 
City of Mallacca, but alſo ſeveral Fortifica- 
tions, out of all which the Dutch, afliſted 
by the N re quickly expell'd them. The 
Malayans being of a rambling Nature, have 
ſettled upon many other Places, particular 
ly Sumatra, and many of the Spice Iſlands. 
All which are now in the Poſſeſſion of thoſe 


Nonopoliſts the Dutch, who puniſh with 


Death whomſoever they can find trading 
with any other Nation but themſelves; to 


 ayoid which Oppreſſion, many of thoſe Peg. 


ple, who have taſted the: Sweets of Trade, 
go away from thence, and ſettle in remote . 


Parts, eſpecially about Cape Guardefuer, on 
the 4 cox thomas the Mwadhe afithe Bet 
Sea, from whence they take ſuch ſurpriſing, 


long Journies over the vaſt Continent of A. 


| Frica into Guinea, where they buy or rather 
exchange Slaves with the Caboceroes; by 


which means the Malayan are now and 
then expoſed to Sale at the European F orts. 


They differ very much from the Guinea 


— 
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Negroes, being fight Eaf Indiens, of a 
tawny Complexion, with long black Hair, 
They all go clad with long Trowſers, and 
Jackets, and can write and read, 10 ae 5 
the Malayan Lame 4 & 5 ; © 


DurinG my Stay: 1 I a 
vening walk d by the Gate af the Dutch 
Fort, in Company with an Engliſb Factor, 
who ſeeing, and knowing ſome ofthe? 2 0 
Dutch Gentlemen that ſtood at the Gate, 
talk'd a-while with them, but they, con- 
trary to Cuſtom, never aſł d either of them 
to come in: I ſuppoſe, they gueſs d Who 
IL. was, and edly bad Orders from 
the General at Elmins, not to admit me 
for fear of taking an Account of the 
Strength of their Garriſon, neither did they. 2 
give. to, or receive any Viſit eee 
Sie, ae n in that Cat, 


4 ales the Third af * 1727, 


we embark d, and as we were weighing 
our beſt Bower Anchor, the Cable parted, 
but we immediately let go our Sheet An- 
chor, which brought the Ship up, and then 
ve ſent both Boats to drag for our beſt Bo. 
ft 15 a — 


* 


0 


Hours weigh ' d, and brought 


: ae are 


of finding Gold; an de: Ir" thei rainy” 


1 AFoage is Guinea, 
er Anchor, which they in leſd than eo 


which we ſet Sail for Ir ydub, deſigning to 
take Leave of the Colt Coaſt; of whith,. 


by the Way, I ſhall give a general Deſer 


. n. N my. own dren rode 


wur this is eld the Gold Caf T! 
know not Seeing, that other mn 


| Guinea; produce as en more and ber- | 


ter Gold; efpecialt . 
doubtedly, all the Winde eder n Gas. 
nen ahound with Gold Mines, and though L. 


the Natives are not Artiſts enough to know 
where or how to follow a Vein, vet they” 


find great Quantities of Gold in ſeve of 
their Mines; which are all © ſacred to hem 


er any Enropeatt Ni. 
er, either to ſee their Mines, ot » fark: 


S bring domm 


good Store of what they find down to the 


Sea Coaſt to traffick withal. Beſides which, 


the Natives near the Sea have another Way” 


is generally cover d im Peopls, 'wholdly 


| Women, each having a Couple of Bowls 


i - op 


- 


or Platters made of Callabaſhes ; the larg 
eſt af which: they fill wich Earth and Sand, 
ſuch as is drove down from the Mountains 
by violent Floods-in the Rivers and Brooks, 
Sc. This they waſh: with many Waters, 
by often turning the Bowl round, till ir 
waſhes. over the Brimas; the Gold; if any, 
ſinks to the Bottom, by Reaſon of its 
Weight: And thus they continue” till they: 
hae waſb'd it all away, except: two dr 
thres Spoopfuls of the Bottom, which they 
carefully take out and lay by in the ſmall 


Bowl, then they fill: their Platter again, * 


and ſo waſh. en till about Noon; by that 
Time the ſmall Bel is pretty well filbd 

With ce Nee er e oy: 

| «Skilling's Worth, fomerinesbur rwo fer. 


e Sende al. These are- 
all the Ways, I can poſſibly learn, that the: 
Negroes: in Guinea euer found their Gold. 
The Caſe, is quite different with the Partu- 
gueſe in Beafile, who are good! Artiſts, and 
have 0 rwe e r . 


e 


1 x 
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| = Ws es ge eye bo 
1 the Gold. Coaſt, that it is but- Sixty Miles 


long. Tis certain, that a great many know 
5 the Difference between Dutch and Engh 8 
Miles, yet every one that reads that Book 
may not; therefore it is a Fault in the 
Tranſlation to call them Miles which are 
one Third more than Le 8 
I find by my Survey, that the afor 8 
ſtorian was not always right in computing 
Diſtances. Therefore to r al 4 ö 
to the Engliſb Reader, let it be ſufficient to 
ttell, that the Gol Coaſt begins at the River 
Mancba, and extends itſelf South-Eaſt twen- 
ty Leagues to Cape Three Points, from 
thence Eaſt-North-Eaſt ninety Leagues to 
the River Volta, in all One Hundred and 
Ten Leagues, or Three Hundred and Thi 
ty Miles in Length. The Breadth cannot 
be very much, for that only may properly. 
be call'd a Coaſt, which is the Border of 
any Country. There are, indeed, Ten or 
Eleven little Kingdoms or Commonwealths 
| whoſe Borders on the Sea Coaſt are contain 
—_ -; ed within the ſaid Extent, and are ſaid to 
1 reach a conſiderable Way up the Inland 
1 "x; T5 5 _ Country; | 
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Country; however, I can't think it worth 
the Reader's while to be detain'd with an 


an unprofitable Deſcription, as Boſman gives 
of che Bounds. and Limits of thoſe Coun- 


tries, which are every Day ſo liable to be 5 


chang'd by their Wars with each other. 
Beſides, I cannot think it fair, in any Hi- 


ſtorian, to pretend to relate Things he is 


not certain of, either from his own Know- 
ledge, or ſuch Authority as he may venture 
to quote; otherwiſe he will now. and then 
be liable to make ſuch aTrip as happens in 
the Caſe of the abovemention d Dutch Hi- 
| Norian, who talking of Jobn Viſier, once 
Chief of the Brandenburgh Fort, now cal- 


led Connys-Caſtle, ſays, * © That he was 


« ſeiz'd by the Negroes, and carried up 
« to the Inland Country, . where they mi- 


C ſerably broke his Limbs, and tied Abun- 


ee dance of Stones about his Body, and 
« drown'd him in the Sea.” Alas! what 
can he mean by Sea in an Inland Coun- 
try? Why that's worſe than Robinſon Cru- 
*m 8 een n the Wreck, and fill- ; 


. 
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ing his Pockets, yrhen naked, with Biſcuit. 
But begging the Reader's Pardon for this 
Digreffion, I Thall again rettirn to the Gold 
Coat, and firſt take Notice ef the Coun- 
try about Axim, whith is exbdeling 7 firs 
Tecially Rice in Abithdanee, whe 
they ate able to fopply” melt of the Gol 
Coaſt, and give it in Exchange for Palm- 
Oyl, of which chere is Hale 2 eng 
turn; bank Ari... | * 


4 Tur Oates about Dives; | Gags 5 
| thee, and Commenda, by Boſman call'd Cum 
many, do not produce fuch fine Crops of 
Rice, nevertheleſs they abound with plea- 
Gant fertile Vallies, and beautiful woody 
Hills. The Countries about Bina and 
Cape Coaft are much the fame for Beauty 
and Goodneſs, but more populous, and the 
nearer- we come down towards the Slave 
Coaſt the more delightful and rich all the 
Countries are, producing all Sorts of Trees, 
Fruits, Roots and Herbs that grow withiri | 


the Torrid Zone, of all which I hall take 


Notice in their proper Places. But before 


I deſcribe the * I ſhall take No- 
tice 


| dev of ths Animly ee . 
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except chat they will now and then fe 
broad a-fiſhing, | Their Religion is altoge-  - 


lere the Immortality of the Soul, 4 may 
be gen 5 che dert 


moſt Wr from the — pus 
where they kill ſeveral of their eldeſt 


Slaves belonging to the Deceaſed, in Or- 


der to attend him in the other World. If 
a Rich Man dies, they alſo kill his favou- 


rite Wife, which had been dedicated to his 
Rnd In ny” but that 
SEAS kun Conn 


itted among thoſe who 


| Koo in Jagen _ Europeans, or near 


their Forts. When a rich Caboceroe dies, 
he is ſucceeded in his Office by his Son, 
(if he leaves one) inf likewiſe Heir to 
all his Armour, but nothing elſt; for the 


1 — 
. 1 
- 
— 


Ann who made : 


ies uſed: at their 
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n of the Caboceroe's "Siſter; 'of 
other neareſt She- Relation, ' which muſt 
certainly be of his Blood, whereas thoſe 
who paſs for his own may be the Offſpring 
of other Men, but even this Cuſtom has 
been pretty much over- rul'd latterly near 
the Sea Coaſt, where the Europeans ſit with 
the Caboceroes to make up Pallavers, to 
ae n ee eee e 


Tanis Manner. if Warttigping wer 


Ar this Birth \ of a Child, 3 give it 

a Name, which is generally that of 5 
Day it is born upon, except it be the Se- 
venth Child of the ſame Mother, and then 
it is the Seventh, if more, the Eighth ar 
Ninth, &c. Beſides which they give them 
ſeveral other RO TONY IN are di- 


Tazrs Abita) herd damit of Little 
or no Ceremony, but when a Man takes a 
Liking to a young Woman, he tells her 
Parents, or neareſt Relations, who never 
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refuſe any Match that offers, but immedi- 
ately lead her Home to his Houſe, where 
he willingly accepts of her, I wont fay in 
her Smock, but what is yet more generous 
without one, or any other Dowry than her 
Body, nor has he Occaſion for any more, 
ſeeing that ſhe never puts him to any other 


Expence than that of the Wedding-Day, 1 


which (among the common Sort) is ſel- 
dom morè than an Ounce of Gold among 
the Relations, two Suits of New Cloaths 
for the Bride, alſo a fat Goat, ſome Palm | 
Wine and Brandy for the Entertainment. 
Moſt of them have from Ten to Twenty 
Wives apiece ; and thoſe who have more 2 
account themſelves the richer, being natu- 
rally of a lazy idle Diſpoſition, infomuch 
that they ſeldom care to put their Hands to 
any Thing, but make their Wives do all 
Manner of Work for them, not only with- 
in Doors, but alſo in the Field, except the 
Rich Men, who always exempt two. of 
their Wives from any Sort of Buſineſs. 
The firſt is generally his Eldeſt, or ſhe 
| who has born moſt Children to him; the 
| other is always one of his youngeſt Favou- 
a whom he dedicates to his falſe God. 
=) Rs. As 
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As for all the reſt, they may be accounted 

little better than his Slaves, nevertheleſs 

they live in Peace together without envy- 
Ing each other's Happineſs, and. he (in 
their Turns) renders to them all, if able, 

due Benevolence: But if that be not ſuffi- 


cient for thoſe hot conſtitution'd Ladies, 


they very well know how to ſupply ſuch 
Defects elſewhere, without fearing any 
Check from the Huſband, who generally 
makes himſelf eaſy in thoſe Caſes, provid- 
ed he duly receives ſuch Profits as ariſe by 
his Wives ſo proſtituting themſelves to 
Strangers: Some of the poorer Sort com- 
pel their Wives to do ſo, by which Means 
they get Money. And thus much for the 


People. 


I now come to the Quattapedes; of 
which there are various Sorts in this Coun- . 
try: Such as Cows, Sheep, Goats, Hogs, 
Wild Boars, Stags and Hinds, about the 
Size of our Fallow Deer, Bucks and Does, 
much leſs, and of a Mouſe Colour, Ante- 

- lopes, and Hares; all which are edible. 

The others are Elephants, Lions, Tigers, 


Or — 0 Dogs, Cats, 
| Cirvet- 
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Civet-Cats, Rats, Mice, and unlucky Apes, 
of which there are at leaſt Fifty Sorts here, 

and capable of doing Five Thouſand diffe- 
rent Sorts of Miſchiefs, and that is all they 
are good for ſeveral of theſe Animals being 

well known in Europe need no Deſcrip- 
tion. Some I have already deſcrib'd, and 
the reſt I ſhall now take Notice of. And 


Tux Sheep in Ouines have ſo little the 
 Reſemblance of our's in Europe that a 

Stranger to thoſe hot Climates, unleſs he 
heard them bleat, could hardly tell what 
Animals they were being cover'd only with 
Light Brown, and black like a Dog; and 
thus the Courſe of Nature in this Country 
ſcems to be inverted, for the Sheep are hai- 


ry, and ww Men woolly. 


M b is the little beautiful As 
ſo ſwift of Foot that the pretty Creature 
ſeems rather to vaniſh than run by us a- 
mong the Buſhes; they are nevertheleſs 
often catch'd and ſhot by the Natives, and 
are, when young, pretty fweet Veniſon. 


A Brace of thoſe Bucks may very well be 
L 2 | eaten. 
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eaten at a Meal by a Man of a good Sto- 
mach, being no larger than Rabbits. The 


1 Europeans often tip their Feet with Gold to 


make Tobacco-ſtoppers of them. They are 


ſo very tender that it is not poſſible to bring 
them to Europe with us. We attempted to 
bring Home a Brace, which we kept. with 


the utmoſt Care in Cotton; but all to no 
Purpoſe, for we could bring Home no more 
than their Skins ſtuff d. I therefore can't 
deſcribe it any better to my Reader, than 
by adding to what I have ſaid the Figure 


of it as in the F we, 


Tux laſt Quadrupede I am to Abbe 


is the Civet-Cat, which is about the Size 
and Colour of a common, dark, tabby Cat. 
They are very fierce Animals, and the 


Muck of the Male is far better than that 
of the Female. They are not altogether 
ſhap'd like our European Cats. I have 


5 deſcrib'd their exact e in the 


Draught. 


Hav ING. done with the Quadrupedes, 5 
I now come to the feather'd Kind of this 


here 
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here in England, Muſcovy Ducks ; Pigeons, 
Turtle-Doves, and Partridges, which are 
edible. The others are Parrots, Parrochi- 
tes, Royſton Crows, (which differ only from 
our's as being White where our's are Grey) 
Eagles, Kites, Green Birds, and two Sorts 
of Crown Birds. The firſt is green about 

the Head and Neck, a fine Purple on the 

Body, the Wings and Tail are Scarlet tip. 
ped with Black. It is nr the hay of a 


Parrot. 


Tux other is gad like a Heron, be- 
ing about three Foot high, and preys or 
feeds like one upon Fiſh. | Its Colour is 
Black and White, and has a Crown like 
the Bruſtles of a Hog, which very much 
reſembles the Bruſh, or Toſſil, of a Coach 
Horſe, as appears by the 95 8 8 1 2 05 in 
bow: 19k wean, ape WOT | 


H ERE are alfo vaſt Gude of Sual⸗ 
abe Martins all the Vear round. We 
often find them twenty Leagues from the 
Land, and at Night great Flocks of them 
reſt aboard our Ships; but at Day-Break 
take their Flight, in Purſuit of ſmall In- 
| . ſects, 


150 A Yoyage to Guinea. 


ſes, on which they feed. Undoubtedly, 
they follow the Sun, from thoſe hot Cli- 
mates to Europe, and return again with it 
in Autumn, as may be ſuppos'd of Woods: 
cpexs from Cold Climes. „ 


As for che other Birds n | 
they are all fo well known in Europe that 
it would be needleſs to give any Deſcrip- 
tion of them. I ſhall therefore have done 
with this Subject, and now come to * 

* 


Tuber 3 akin: maſk Now = 


tice of on the Gold Coaſt are Ants, Snakes, 
Scorpions, 1 2 Sunne med 
Snakes; as are alſo the Porcupines, not yet 
mention'd, which ſhoot ſharp Quills .at 
them, being about Eight or Ten Inches 
long, and ſharp at both Ends, alſo of a 
2 Subſtance, not e ee 


Tux Ants, call'd bets an exon 
ing wiſe People, deſerve the firſt Place a- 


mong 


; * 
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mong the others before mention d. In 
Guinea, we find three different Sorts, via. 
the Red, the White, and the Black. The 
firſt are exactly like thoſe in Europe, and 
half an Inch long. They build ſometimes 
in great hollow Trees, and ſometimes in 
the Ground, throwing up little Hills of ſe- 
ven or eight Foot high, ſo very full of Holes 
than Burrows. Theſe Ant- hills are of a 
very ſmall Circumference in Proportion to 
their Height, being ſharp at Top, ſo as to 
could blow them down. I one Day at- 
tempted to knock off the Top of one of 

them with my Cane, but the Stroke had 

no other Effect than to bring ſome Thou- 
ſands of them out of Doors, to ſee what 
was the Matter. Upon which I took to 
my Heels, and ran away as faſt as I could, 
well knowing that they have often attack- 
ed our Hens, and ſometimes our Sheep, 


(if lame or wounded) in the Night,. with 
ſuch Succeſs that before Morning there was 
nothing to be ſeen of them but the Skele- 
= en ſo very clean that the moſt curious A- 
| IL. . natomiſt 
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natomiſt upon Earth could not do the like; 
nor can even the nimble Rats eſcape them: 
However, tho' I did not fear being anato- 
miſed by them, yet I dreaded the Bite of 
one of them being inexpreſſibly painful, 
tho not dangerous. This I ſpeak feeling- 
ly, for except the Bite of a Black Ant, I 
felt no Bite, or Sting, of any other veno- 
mous Creature, during my Survey of Gui- 
neu, till I came to the Weſt-Indies, and 
there the Muſketoes uſed me very unhand- 
ſomely: But to return to the Ants. They 
Have generally about thirty or forty ſtout 
Leaders, who always march abreaſt, - and 
the reſt are ſure to follow where-ever they 
lead. Their Marches are moſtly by Night, 
and they very often viſit us in our Beds, 
when we in good Manners are oblig'd to 
turn out for them, whenever they favour 
us with their Company; if we do not, yet 
they never fail to make themſelves welcome 
at the Expence of ſuch Proviſions of 'our's, 
as they can come at, and when they have 
ranſack d and devour'd every Thing they 
like, then they march away regularly, but 
none without a Burthen of ſome Kind or 
ather, During my Stay at Cape Coat, there 
| 5 | Came 
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came a huge Republick of theſe Black 
Gentry to pay their Reſpects to us in the 
Caſtle. It was Day-Break before the Van 
had gain'd the Chapel, where ſome of the 
Black Boys lay on the Floor, perhaps the 
Rear was then a Quarter of a Mile off, 
though they march d thirty or forty ahreaſt. 
It was always my Cuſtom to riſe at the 
firſt Appearance of Day- light, in Order to 
be abroad early about my Survey, and that 
Morning I was ſurpriſed when I found the 
Black Ants had taken Poſſeſſion of the 
Chapel, and put the Boys in an Uproar: 
One of them ſoon got a Cartouch of Gun- 
powder, and. laid a Trail all along the 
Path of the Ants; (ho will not eaſily be 
put out of their Road) he then ſet Fire to 
it, and blew them all up, being ſeveral, 
Thouſands that had already got into the 
Chapel. The reſt who were bringing up 
the Rear, having ſmelt what was done to 
own Homes. If the Ants have not a 
- Language, (as many People believe they 
have) yet they certainly have ſome Method 
or other, whereby they eaſily make them- 
ſelyes to be underſtood, as I have often ex- 


perimented 
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perimented in the following Manner. When 
I have ſeen two or three ſtraggling Ants up- 
on the Hunt, I have kilbd a Cockroch, and 
thrown it down before them. As ſoon as 
- ſent one away for Help, while the others 
have ſtaid and watch'd the dead Body till 
he return'd, at the Head of a large Poſle, 
and eee been able to carry off 
the Cockroch has been detach'd 
and ſent V. who his ſoon return d wi 


a freſh SN RO ns, ho th 
Prey. cabs ; 
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* Tus Snakes in Outbes are of = 
| Dude and Sizes, ſome being no bigger 
than what we commonly meet che e 
others are large enough to Fwallow a Cabe- 
rita whole; ſome there are that have no 
Venom, and ſuch e worth pd at Why- 
dab; of this Sort, I hall anen take No- 
tice. And laſtly, the Rattle-Snake, ſo well 
known and juſtly deſcrib d by many Hi- 
_— An I e und 'of | 
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ſome very ſmall, and others as large as a 
Cray-fiſn; the Bite of either Sort is of a 
deadly poiſonous Nature, and too often 
proves mortal, I ought to have faid there 
Sting is ſo dangerous; for there is a ſmall 
white Rag of Poiſpn 2s big 28 aDwark., 
Pea cloſe by their Sting, and when they 
ſtrike the Bag breaks, and communicate 
the Poiſon to the Wound. This being lit- 
tle. known in England, 1 haye e 4 
Draught of one, See the Fronti 3 


Nxxr are the 8 bo dad by 
the Partugueſe,: and by the Engliſb Forty 


Legs, having twenty on each Side. Their 
Fe ntolerable, ot not , 


"TEM 21 r e 2 
TAE Dm rg or Kind of 
not unlike 2 Lizard in Shape, tho” 


has tte which ard.” 
dilinguph'd by different Names; fuch as 
s, Camelions, Sc. The-Salla- 
manders are faid to live in Fire, but for 


what Ream I know not, ETON 
| they 
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that they are of ſo very cold a Nature, is 
have ſeen them baſking in the Sun upon a 
Stone too hot to bear one's Hand on, when 
at the ſame Time if you handle them m_y 
TW. OL 


Tux Camelion is NOPE Kind of Li- 
zard faid to live upon Air. It is an unde- 
niable Truth, that they can for a long 
Time, viz. ſome Months, live upon that 
pure Element only, nevertheleſs they have 
oftentimes been ſeen to dart out their long 
ſharp Tongues at the Flies, and catch 
mo: See the eee war 


* . os © 1 2 


Mins" is alſo abinli? Kind ve Animal 

call'd a Cockroch, of a dark brown Co- | 
lour, and ſhap'd ſomewhat like a Beetle. 

The largeſt Size is about two Inches long. 

They are ſaid to be mortal Enemies to 

Bugs, which I am the more apt to believe 

upon the Account, that our Ship which | 
ſwarm'd with Cockroches, never had a 


Bug aboard all the Voyage, when other 
Ships Wen ne” were e P wich 
| Dogs,” "0 | | 


Mos r 
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Mos Parts of Guinea produce mon- 
ſtrous large Spiders; their Legs are about 

the Length of a Man's Finger, and pro- 
portionably thick. The firſt of theſe Crea- 
tures I ever ſaw was at Gambia Caſtle. 
One Night going to Bed, I happen'd to ſee 
a huge Spider run a- croſs the Floor, which 
I at firſt took to be a Land Crab, till it ran 
a good Way up the Wall, and then ſtop- 
ped, while I view'd it with the Candle, I 
perceiv'd it was one of the female Kind by 
a large white Bag, which hung under its 
Belly full of Eggs, being at leaſt four In- 
ches in Circumference. The Back and 
Legs were cover d with a fine Mouſe co- 
lour d Hair, which ſhone like Velvet. 
* Theſe e I Creatures are lad to be 

VENOMOUS. 


I HAvE now deſerib'd all the Animals 
of any Note that came within my Know- 


ledge on the Gold Coaſt. As for Horſes, 


they have no Breed of them there, fo that 


the White Men travel in Canoes along the 


Coaſt from Fort to Fort, having little or 
no Bufineſs up to the Inland Country, ex- 
. "724 0 
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_ cept that now and then they go abroad for 
Recreation Sake, and arè carried in a Net- 
work Hammock, faſten'd at each End to 
* Pole, call'd a Bamboe, about the Thick- 
nel of © Man's Leg, which a Couple of 

groes can eaſily carry with a white 
Mam in it. At Whydab it is cuſtomary to 
put à Pillow in our Hammocks, and lie a- 
long at full Length; fo that we may ei- 
| ther read or fleep as we travel, being co- 
ver'd with a large Piece of Silk or Calli- 
oe thrown over the Bamboe. But on the 
Gold Coaſt when they ride abroad for an 
Airing, they always fit up in the Ham- 
mock, with their Legs and Feet hanging 
over one Side, and leaning their Breaſts o- 
ver the Bamboe, while the Slaves run a- 
long by their Hammocks holding Umbrel- 
la's over their Heads, to guard them 2 ; 
the Sun. 


 Havins ſo far aeſcrib'd the Ati 
on the Gold Coaſt, I come in the laſt Place 
to take Notice of the Vegetables, all which 
(that are worth Notice) I have already na- 
med in my Account of Cape Coaft Gardens, 
except the Red Wood and Silk Cotton Tree, 
| which 
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that Boſman, who calls it a Capot Tree, 
tells us, that a Muſket can ſcarce fling a 
Ball to the 'Top of it. As for the Ball, I 
| ſhall ay nothing, but this I will atteſt for 


a Truth, that there is upon 74 Iſland in 
the River Sierraleone, a Silk Cotton Tree, 


almoſt thirteen Fathom, or above twenty- 


five Yards in Circumference at the Surface 


of the Ground. The Bark of this Tree is 
very tough, and produces large ftrong 


Thorns. It bears a Cod like that of a 


Windfor Bean, in which grows: a fine ſhort 
filky Sort of Cotton of little other Uſe than 
for ſtuffing of Quilts, &c. When the Cods 
are ripe, they fall off the Tree, and burſt 
with Cotton. The youngeſt and ſmalleſt 
Trees always bear moſt Cotton, the Wood 
of a Silk Cotton Tree being of a ſpongy 
Subſtance is not good to make Canoes, but 


the Negroes dig or ſcoop out other Trees 


much ſmaller, and of a harder Grain, and 
which make Canoes large enough for their 
Uſes, viz. thoſe of forty-five Foot long, 
| and five broad, which muſt be row'd or 
paddled by thirteen Men. From all which 
das how much larger the 

Growth 


139 
which grows to ſuch an incredible Height, 
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Growth of ſome e. Trees are than 
any in Europe. 


Taz 5 Tree, fo ald 1 the 
Europeans, is alſo very large, the Timber 
very hard, and is to my thinking a Kind 
of Mohogony nothing inferior to that we 
have from the American Plantations. As 
for the European Trees, 1 ſhall paſs them 
by in Silence, viz. Oranges, Lemons, 
Limes and Citrons, and go on to the 


Guavas, which are ts ſhrubby 
Trees. The Fruit is no bigger than a 
Golden Pippin, and taſtes very agreeably. 
The Inſide is of a reddiſh Colour, being 
full of ſmall ne not unlike a W 


granate. 


TAE Papaw Tree grows up in a ; Grain 
Stalk about ſeven or eight Foot high, at 
the Top of which ſprouts out ſeveral ſmall 
green Branches, which bear large Leaves 
ſhap'd like a Vine Leaf, and at the Bottom 
of thoſe Branches near the Trunk grows 
the Fruit. This Fruit when flic'd and 
_— cats 1 well with Salt Meat, 

if 


DL og 
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if pepper d and butter: d, having little or no 
Taſte of itſelf; therefore as it boils ſofter 


than any Turnip, the Europeans often 
ſqueeze Limes, and put Sugar to it. Af- 


ter which they bake it on a Pewter-diſh, 
within a good Cruſt, and then it exactly 
reſembles an Apple-pye, both in Taſte and 
Colour. It is alſo uſed inſtead of Apple- 
Sauce when reliſh d as aforeſaid with Limes 
ah Sugar. 215 


I rave 4 deſcribꝰe l Plantanes and 
Bonanas in my Hiſtory of Gambia, I there- 
fore come next to the Cocoa-Nut- Tree, 


which nearly reſembles a Kind of Palm- 


Tree. The Leaves, or rather Branches, 
are about eighteen or twenty Foot long: I 
know not what better to compare its Shape 
to, than that of a Feather, having a ſtrait 


Stalk in the Middle like the Quill, and e- 
qually feather'd on each Side with long 


ſharp Leaves like Flag-leaves, when they 


are ſtripp'd off the Pole. When unſtrip'd, 
the ſmall Top Parts of them are very good 
for thatching Houſes, being like Palm-leav- 
es or Branches, and are then call'd Cocoa- 
leaves. The Fruit grows at the Bottom of 


| 
| 
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theſe Stalks near the main Trunk of the 

Tree like the Papaw, which it reſembles 
both in Shape and Size, being as big as 'a 


Man's Head and ſtringy Subſtance, which 


muſt be pared or chipp'd off, as from a 


Wallnut, before one can come at the Shell, 
ſome of which contain about a Pint, and 
the Fruit is accounted exceeding whole- 


fome. 


Tre Cinnamon is not unlike a Bay- 
Tree. The Inſide Bark is ſtrongeſt and 
fitteſt for Uſe. One Day, at Cape Coaft, I 
try'd the Bark of a Cinnamon Tree, which 
to me ſeem'd flat and almoſt taſteleſs; 
however, I put ſome of the Leaves in my 
Pocket, which, by Accident, I brought 
home to Europe, they being dry ſmelt, 


ene 


+ nora gree 


TE W is a Middle-fiz'd Tree 
with a very ſmall Leaf, not unlike a Jeſſa- 
mine. The Fruit grows in long narrow- 
Pods ne like chat of a Bean, 


Tur 
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Tux Palm Trees are of various Sorts, 

and differ much in their Natures, though 
very little in Appearance. There are four 
. Sorts which produce four different Kinds 


of Wines. There is another Sort that yields 


nothing but Nuts, from whence the Palm 
Oil is preſs d, whoſe extraordinary Virtues 
are ſo well known in Europe, that it would 
be almoſt impoſſible to eſcape the Know- 
ledge of thoſe moſt ſkilful Botaniſts, the 
Negroes, who know well the Uſe of every 


Herb and Plant, and always apply them 


with ſuch Succeſs that the Cures wrought 
by them ſeem, at ſome times, to be little 

leſs than miraculous. They tell ns, that 
Palm Oil is good both for the Back and 
Belly, And to prove that Aſſertion, they 
not only eat it with every Thing, but alſo 
daily anoint themſelves with it, which 
mightily invigorates their Nerves, &c, The 
laſt Sort of Palm 'Tree is that which grows . 
to about fixty Foot high, the very Top of it 


taſtes exactly like a Cabbage, but otherwiſe 
has noReſemblance of one; however from 


thence 'tis call'd a Cabbage Tree. 
M2 WHAT 
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WHAT occurs next is their Corn; of 
which there are three Sorts on the Gold 
Coaſt, The firſt is Rice, The fecond is 
the large Millet; by ſome call'd Indian 
Wheat, being a large flat Grain, which 
grows 'on a Stalk of about ten Foot high, 
out of which ſprouts two and often three 


other Stalks, each bearing three or four 


Hundred Grains a-piece. Of this Sort 
they have two Harveſts in a Year, and 
with ſo little Trouble that two People here 
can do more at it in a Day than a good 
Plough in Europe. This Sort of Corn is 
ſold by the Thouſand, v:z. the Thouſand 
Ears, which when ſtripp'd or threſh'd, 


makes above five Buſhels,. and is 5 worth a- 
bout a Crown Sterling. ; 


Tux other Sort is a ſmall Millet, by 
the Portugueſe call'd Maize. The Grain 
is like Coriander-Seed. The Ear of this as 
much reſembles an Ear of Oats, as the o- 
ther does an Ear of Wheat, either of them, 
if well clear'd from the Bran, make very 
good Bread. | 


HERE 
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HR is alſo e very a OEM 
call'd Callivances, of the fame Shape and 
Size with a Kidney Bean : Tt cats extraor- 
dinary well with any Sort of Meat, either 
green or dry. The Callivances taſte like 
Grey Peaſe when dry. Beſides which there 
are ſeveral other Sorts of Beans produc'd 
on the Gold Coaſt, but none is ſo good as 


 Tnx1R chief Roots are Vams and Po- 
tatoes. The Yam is ſhap'd like a Parſnip, 
only thicker in Proportion to its Length, 
being commonly about twelve Inches long, 
and as many more in Circumference at the 
Top. It taſtes when roaſted like an Eng- 
k/b Potatoe, but their Potatoes only reſem- 
ble our's in Shape, being of a ſweet mau- 
kiſh Taſte, not half ſo 7 as the 
Yam, "0 


I enaLL paſs bye in Silence all the o- 
ther Animals and Vegetables on the Gold 
Coaſt and elſewhere, which have been be- 
fore-mention'd, as being ſo well known in 
| * that they need no Deſcription, and 
M * next 
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ext proceed to the Slave Coaſt, a TO 
well worth our Oberon. „ A» 
fi ? * 3 - hs. 
I nave already Gd. thin we fail'd : 
from Acera, on Monday the third of I. 
pril 1727. On the fifth, we croſs d the 
Mouth of the great River Volta, call'd fo 
by the Portugueſe, 1 ſuppoſe, from its Ra- 
pidity; for it diſembogues itfelf into the 
Sea with ſuch Violence that it cauſes a Rip- 
ling, and changes the Colour of the Wa- 
ter, at leaſt eight Leagues from the Shore. 
This famous River divides the'Gold. Sul 


from the Slave Coalt. 


on Priday the N - of tthirih we 
arriv'd in Whydah Road, and found lying 
td three French and 'two Portugueſe 
Ships. We came to Anchor about Day- 
Break in ſeven Fathom Water, and ſaluted 
the Fort, which is more than a u 
from the Shore. This of all other Places 
in Guinea is moſt difficult to land at. The 
Sea breaks and rolls at ſuch a vaſt Diſtance 
from the Shore, that no European Boat can 
come within two Hundred Yards of it, but 
muſt come to Anchor a good Way off and 


wail 
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wait for a Canoe to come and carry the 
\ Paſſengers or Goods aſhore, which the 
dexterous Canoe-men generally do with 
Safety; however, the contrary too often 
happens, for the Canoes overſet, Mens 
Lives are loſt, and Goods ſpoil d. Upon 
Notice of our Arrival, there were Ham- 
mocks ſent down to the Water- ſide for us, 
and a large Canoe came off to our Boat 
to carry us aſhore, which it did without 
any other Damage than a little waſhing, 
Breakers, (which to me ſeem'd large e- 
what wondrons Dexterity carried us through 
them, and ran their Canoe on the Top of 
one of thoſe rolling Waves a good Way 
upon the Shore. Which done, they all 
leap'd out, and dragg d the Canoe up the 
the next returning Wave. It is barely poſ- 
fible, that a Man may, if overſet here, fave 
his Life by ſwimming, but it is not very 
probable, for there are ſuch Numbers of 
Sharks here, that they follow a Canoe to 
the dry Land in Hopes of Prey. 


M 4 | SHIPS 
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Surv Wie hen hive * Tents 7 


doſe by the Sea-ſide, by Way of Ware- 
houſes, in which they put their Goods, I 
walk'd up to one of the French Tents, and 
the Mate who had the Charge of the Goods 
there, happening to be a Native of Treland, 
defir'd me (in the Engh/h Language) to 
accept of a Dram, which I the more rea- 
dily conſented to, becauſe I had been a lit- 
tle wetted coming aſhore. There were 
a great many Ankers of Brandy piled up 
in the Tent, which ſeem' d wet on the Out- 
ſide. I therefore aſk d the Reaſon of that? 
The Mate told me, they had been wafted 
aſhore that Morning from their Long- boat, 
which then lay off at her Moorings, and 
that one of his Men, who help'd to row 
them up to the Tent, venturing a little too 
far into the Sea, after an Anker which was 
waſted aſhore, happen'd to be ſeiz'd by a 
- ſmall Shark, whom he encounter d with 
his Knife, and had fairly diſengag'd him- 
ſelf, but the Return of the next Wave, 
which ſet the Frenchman afloat, brought in 
two other Sharks that immediately tore the 


par Man to Pieces, and in an Inſtant de- 
| vour d 
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your'd him before their Faces. This ugly 
Story made me a little out of Conceit with 
the Place; however, the Hammocks being 
ready to carry us up to the Fort, we got in 
and were carried over three Rivers, or ra- 
ther three different Branches of the ſame 
River. When we arriv'd at the other Side 
we choſe to walk; the Country here being 
the moſt pleaſant I ever yet beheld. The 
Engliſh. and French have Forts here within 
Muſket Shot of each other, being compo- 
ſed; of a thick Mud-Wall with deep Moats 
round them.. The Engliſb Fort, which is 
very large, has four ſtrong Batteries, on 
wagen are ee ee hey- : 
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the Factory of Jacquin, about fixteen or 
eighteen Miles to the Eaſtward of that Fort, 
alſo that at Sabee about five Miles to the 
Northward of it, which i is now reduc'd to 
Aſhes, by the great and powerful King of 

Dabomey, who has lately made ſo much 
Noiſe even in Europe. His firſt Conqueſt 
was that of Great Ardab, about fifty Miles 
to the nen. of Sabee, in the Year 

1724, 
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15247 The King of Ardab having ſome 
Dealings, about that Time, with Governor 
BALD WIN of Whydah, and Accounts not 
being ſettled between them, his Majeſty de- 
tain'd one Mr. Lamb, an Engliſh Factor at 
Ardab, in Hopes thereby to expedite their 
Accounts. During which Time, the City 
of Ardah happen'd to be befieg'd by the 
aforeſaid King of Dahomey's Army. The 
People of Ardab, for ſome Time, made a 
| Rout Reſiſtance, | till their King was ſlain 
| before his Palace-Gate, and then they ſub- 
mitted to the Conquerors, ho took them 
all Priſoners, and among the reſt the afore- 
 faid unfortunate Mr. Lamb. The King of 
Dabomey's General, admiring ſo ſtrange a 
Figure as a White Man, ſpar d him, and 
carried him as a Rarity to the King his 
Maſter, who was then two Hundred Miles 
up in the Inland Country, where a White 
Man never was before. During his Stay 
there, he wrote a very long Letter to Go 
vernor FINK ER, who ſucceeded Baldwin 
at Whydah, wherein he gives a Deſcription 
of the Country, of the King, of the Ta- 
king of Ardab, and of his Sufferings. This 
22 4 very beſt Account that could be 
+ 


| A Fayage to Guinea. 171 
had of thoſe remote Inland Countries, I 


have been favour d by the Governor with 


a Copy of it, which is as follows: | 

Heme the Great King Taub Au pa- 
7 1˙ Palace of Abomey, in the 
re of n n 


Nor. a7: 1724: 
3 I *. 


BON fro Ha he King 
of this Country gave me Your's 


« ef che fiſt Inſtant, and immediately re- 


e quir'd me to anſwer it in his Preſence, 
« which I did, though in a very indiffe- 
“ rent Manner; ſo that if I do not recall 
6. e 


- 06] As 0 ih her Conse I kad with 


65 « His Majeſty,” on receiving your Letter, I 


think he does not want to make a Price 
© to let me go; for when I preſs d him 


„ much to tell me, on what Terms he | 
N e would 


— 
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et would ſend me away; his Anſwer till 
& was, that he did not want to ſell me, I. 
« was not a Black Man: But, upon my 
te again preſſing him, he made a Sort of 4 
ee jeſting Demand to the Sum of, I think, 
« ſeven Hundred Slaves, about ten Thou. 
4 ſand Pound Sterling, or fourteen Pound 
e a-head. Which ſtrange ironical Way of 
« Talking, as I told him, made my Blood 
< run cold in my Veins; and upon reco- 
ec vering myſelf I aſk'd him, if he thought 
« me King of my Country, and that you 
e and the Company would think both he 
© and 1 had loſt our Senſes ſhould I have 
« writ any Thing like what he had ſaid. 
« Upon which he laugh'd, and told me 
<« not to put any Thing of that in the Let- 
© ter; for that he would order his Head- 
« Captain of Trade to treat with you up- 
te on that Subject, and that if you had not 
c ſomething very fine for him at Mydab, 
<« you muſt write to the Company. Upon 
* which I told him, I found I muſt die in 
* his Country, and that I would only ſend 
te for a few Cloaths and Neceſſaries, which 
e I defir'd he would let his People bring 
** for me, and he agreed to it; ſo that I 
e 4 
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te dont find there is any other Way of 


te redeeming me, than by the Company's | 


e ſending him a Preſent of a Crown and 


« Sceptre, which muſt be paid for out of | 


ee what remains due to the late King of 
% Ardah; I know nothing elſe but what 


e he will think mean, being ſtock'd with 


_ © great Quantities of Plate, wrought Gold, 


« and other rich Things; alſo all Sorts of 


& fine Gowns, Cloaths, Hats, Caps, &c. 
© He has likewtſe all Sorts of common 
« Goods beyond Meaſure, and gives away 
„ Booges like Dirt, and Brandy like Wa- 
"cc ter, for he is prodigious vain and proud, 
but he is withall, I believe, the richeſt 
« King and greateſt Warrior in this Part 
« of the World; and you may depend up- 


«< on it, in Time, will ſubdue moſt of the 


“ Countries round him. He has already 
© ſet his two Chief Palaces round with 
«© Mens Sculls, as thick as they can lie on 
„ the Walls one by another, and are fuch 
as he has kill'd in War; each of which 


cc Palaces are in Circumference larger than 


« St. James s Park, about a Mile and an 
25 r | | 


*< Tx 
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« He talks much ef ſettling a Corre- 


_ * fpondence with the Company, and of 


te having White Men come here, which 


* him that the Way to do it, will be to 
te fend me away; for he ſays he wants 


Ships to come to fome Place only for 


0 his Slaves, and bring ſuch Things as are 


__ 
/ 


te only fit for ſuch a King as he: To all 


« which F give him the Hearing, and 
« which if you humour may be a great 


« Means to help me out of this wretched 
« State. I hope my Royal Maſters will 


take my Caſe into Conſideration, and 
think of the long and many Sufferings 


c J have had in their Service, and what a 


« miſerable Condition I am till in, as it 
« were baniſh'd all the Pleaſures of this 


Life, not only from my Wife and other 


“Friends, but all Converſation in general; 


« ſo that I am like one buried alive from 


e the World, and think nothing can come 
<« near my unhappy Fate, to loſe my Time, 

« and ſpend my Youth as it were for no- 
ce thing in ſuch a curſed Place as this, and 


* not re a Likelihood o getting out of it, 


but 
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4 but that I muſt end my Days here. To 

te prevent all which, IL hope, that they and 
« you, in their Behalf, will uſe your ut- 
e moſt Endeavours, by ſuch Means as are 
e requiſite for my Deliverance, which I 
« ſhall very impatiently pray e | 
" e | | 


„ GOVERNOR Baldwin preis d me 
se in his laſt, upon his Arrival in London, . 

he would liy thy Ci beser cur Royal 
« Maſters, Therefore when you write, I 
«© beg. you will remind him and them 
« thereof, and note the Contents of what 
e T now write. If any Letters come from 
«© England for me, I believe either them, 
<« or any Thing elſe, will come fafe to my 
« Hands by this King's People. He is ve- 
« ry willing I ſhould have Letters come to 
© me, or any Thing elſe, nor will he be 
"+ guilty of any mean Action in keeping a- 

ny Thing from me, if it were Twenty 
« glaves: Neither do I believe he would 
« detain any White Man that ſhould come 
here, but me whom he deems a Captive 
« taken in his Wars. He ſets a great Va- 
8. 3 * never had a 


my White 8 
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„ White Man here before, only an old 
* Mullatto Portugueſe, which he bought 
of the Popo People, at the Rate of about 

cc five Hundred Pound, as near as I could 

« compute. And tho' this White Man is 
his Slave, yet the King keeps him like 
te a great Caboceroe, and has given him 
e two Houſes, and an Heap of Wives and 

« Servants. It may be, that once in two 
ce or three Months he mends (he being a 
* Taylor by Trade) ſome . Trifle or other 
“ for his Majeſty, but after the Devil of a 
« Manner. So that if any Taylor, Car- 
« penter, Smith, or any Sort of White 


Man that is free be willing to come here 


ce he will find very good Encouragement, 
* and be much careſs d, and get Money, 
te if he can be contented with this Life 
« for a Time; his Majeſty paying every 
<« Body extravagantly that works for him. 
« And then it might be one Means of let- 
e ting me go, with a Promiſe of return- 
ing to trade with him; but he now ſays, 
« if 1 go, he does not know, whether he 
<« ſhall ſee any more White Men, think- 

<« ing they add to his Grandeur; fo that if 
* any Fellow whatſoever comes up and 
7 «c goes 
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Wy © goes down. again, it will poſſeſs him 


91 with aN tion that more White Men 
i come, and ſo let me go, in Order 


eto encourage their Coming. Or, if my 
10 little Servant Henry Tench be at Whydah, i 


« and is willing to come to me, it may in 
« Time be much for his Intereſt, as now 


« being a Boy, the King, will be entirely 


cc fond of him; for though 1 do nothing 
« for him, he has put me into a Houſe, 


_ .and given, me- Half a Dozen, Men and 


; Wome, Servants; 3 allo a ha Sup» 


22 Pe 1 myſelf and. them. If I 
Þ 


'd Brandy, f might ſoon kill "myſelf, 
” © having enough. of that; allo of Sugar, | 


10.2 wh 4: 


0 _ Flower, and the like: And when. he 
cc © kills Oxen, which i is often, 37 am ſure, % 


« a Quarter, and ſometimes a live Ho 


« Sheep, or Goat ; ſo that I hall not 
« ſtarve, (but all this is nothing, 1 ſtill 
0 want Content) and when he comes out 


« in Publick, the Portugueſe, and I are 


« call'd to fit all Day in the Sun, only 


e our Boys are permitted to hold our Ki- 
« deyſolls, or Umbrellas, over our Heads, 
but then he pays us pretty well for 
95 it 1 ſometimes "Dying u us. ue ſome- 


„ % . 
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_ times three or four Grand Cabeſs ga. 

« piece, and a large Flaſk of Brandy to 
& drink there, befides one or two more for 
« each to carry Home; fo that the Portu- 
 giveſe and 1 endeavour to live as well a as 
« Tan; and think it enough if we” can 
© keep np our Hearts, and ourſelves in. 
«* Health: But I being weary of this 
« wretched Life, ſome Time ago requeſt- 
ed his Majeſty to put me into the Hands 
of his great Captain of War, or Gene- 
ral, and gi give me a Horſe, and let me 

to War: To which he would by no 
Re agree, faying, he did not want 


me to be kilfd, for that he ſhould anon 


* find other Buſineſs for me; wherefore 
ce he would have me be 5. and ſit and 
« ſte. what he does; the Meaning of which 
« I do not at preſent underſtand. 'My go- 


« ing to War Was likewiſe much oppos'd 


«- by the aforeſaid General, ho alledg d, 
« that if 1 ſhould be kill d, it might bring 
T's a Paftaver upon his kad, and make, the 


— * ho LA Tony; ' five „ Ti 
ene Gallinz; and: twonty Gallinas, one. Grand Ca- 
heſs;, equal in Value to One Pound Sterling 
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King angry with him, as thinking him 


to be the Octafion of it. His 
e ajeſty order d ms a Horſe, and told 
#16; Whenever he went ont; T ſhould go 
« with him; which he often does for his 
* Pleafire, in a fine Hammel with gild- 
ed Awnings and Curtains, He Hkcwiſe 
e very often adjourne' to ſorne other of his 
© Palaces, Which are ſome Miles diſtant 
from hence; and, as I ain told, in Num- 
* her Eleven In this Labyrinth, I am 
. ikking to make Life as cbmfortable as 
* poſible,” Bur 3s it is very untaly to ride 
A bare Horſe, I pray you wilf not fall to 
er ferid me an old Firrnitare with Spurs and 
„ Whip. The King hs likewiſe defir'd 
te me to write to you for the beſt Horſe- 
Furniture that is to bs got at Whydah, 
and he will pay what you ſhalt demand 

«for it; likewiſe a little Exglißß Dog; and 
e + Pair of Shoe-brickles, and if you think 
* welFof i, you may chitge' them t me 
te. with tlie followin A Phils toc for the 
te King and myſelf, being affur'@ thateven 
4 triffing Preſent, will not only be aceep- 
« table fröt me; but very much ehcreaſe 
6 which 
N 2 e 
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eat the ſhorteſt muſt be very long. 1 

therefore beg you will not fail to ſend 
me what is to be got of them, which 

. « may not only make my unhappy State a 
e little the better, but may make; his Ma- 
jeſty conclude. there is no Thought of 
r Ranſoming me; and ſo ſend me 1 
<-in . PE his Melt We 


75 « Is my. two ö Cheſts I at 1 
« yet come to Whydah, I pray they may 
. ſent to me with every Thing in them 
good and bad; alſo N following Things 
« i to be got on any reaſonable Terms, 
ce VIS. c. &c. of no Uſe to the Be 
5 o and too W | to be inſerted. 4 
8 85 HOPE you will not 4 . 
5 ing any Thing I write for, as not hav- 
« ing receiv'd any Salary, or Diet-money 
« ſince I have been in Guinea. Nor would 
1 have you admire at my ſending for ſo. 
. © many Things, ſeeing his Majeſty has or- 
« der'd another Houſe to be built for me, 
< ata Town he moſtly reſorts to when 
« he is preparing for War, which fills me 
a © with FER Thoughts, and looks 


100 no 


8 
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2 Why" like my going out of this Cap- 1h 
* We 1 a Fg 


ag 17 you think Ht EY my agreeing fo 
« any Slaves with the King, you -muſt 
« talk with his Servants thereon, and ſend 
e me a Mark, * for while Iam here, 1 
« am willing to do the Company ſome 
« Service if poſſible, their Intereſt being 
« always what I ſhall ſtudy to promote to 
“ the utmoſt of my Power; but then 1 
*© muſt have a Specie of all Sorts of Goods, 
te mark'd and number'd with the Rates, to 
0 prevent Miſtakes. Moſt of the Ink you 
« ſent me being unfortunately ſpilt, I beg 
« you will ſend me a Paper of Ink-pow- 
« der: His Majeſty has likewiſe got from 
« me the greateſt Part of the Paper, hav- 
„ ing a Notion in his Head of a Kite, 
Lin which, tho' I told him was only fit for 
mM Boys to play with, yet he ſays, I muſt 
« make one for him and I to play with. So 
« J beg you will ſend me two Quire of Or- 
* dinary Paper, and ſome Twine for that. 
«« Uſe, anda Scane of Match "His Majeſty | 
* e me bometimes to o fre his great 


4 373 
N i Guns, : 


» Thirty-two Pounds: 


* Gyns, and I am much in fear of having 
* my Eyes put out with the Splinters, He 
te has twenty- fiye Cannon, ſome of which are 
_ © upwards of a Thouſand Weight, ſo that 

A Man would think the Devil help'd to 
er bring them here, this Place being above 
+ two Hundred Miles diſtant from J/hydah, 
- and at leaſt an Hundred and fixty from 
Ardab. His Majeſty takes great Delight 
te in firing them twice round every Market 
* Day, only now that his People are ma- 
* king Carriages for them; and though he 
te ſeems to be 4 Man of great natural Parts 
te and Senſe as any of his Colgur, yet he 
* takes great Delight in trifling Toys and 
“ Whims ; ſo that if you have any Thing 
te of that Kind, I pray you will ſend them 
be to me, or any Prints or Pictures, he 
e much. loving to look in a Book, and 
te commonly carries a Latin Maſs-Book in 
te his Pocket, which he had from the 
e Mulatto, and when he has a Mind to 
* banter any Body out of their Requeſts, 
* he looks in his Book as ſtudiouſſy as if 
* he underſtood. it, and could employ his 
** Thought on no other Subject, and much 
** affects ſcrawling on Paper often ſending 


FE me 


— os aan hs nn Te 

<© terpreter with a good Flaſk. of Brandy 
capa GrandDabeſs or two. If there is 
t any. Caſt-off Whore, either White or 


«© Mullattoe, that can be p ed to come 
* to this Country, either to be his Wife or 


« elſe practice her old Trade; I ſhould 
ee gain his Majeſty's Heart entirely by it, 
< and he would believe any Thing I lay, 
about my going and returning agaizr - 
« with more White Men from the Com- 
< pany. 1 pray you U comply with. as 
“ much of this Letter as poſſible, which 
ce may be much for my Intereſt. As to 
te any one's coming, they need not fear his 
te uſing any Compulſions, having at leaſt 
&« two Thouſand Wives, which he main- 
* tains beyond any Black King; and fuf- 
e fers them to do nothing but for his own 
« Uſe in his own Houſe, or Palace, which 
“ 1s as big as a ſmall Town. And when 
one Hundred and Sixty, or two Hun- 
« dred of them goes with little Pots for 
Water, they one Day wear rich Silk 
te Waiſt-cloaths, call d Arſe-Clouts.; ano- 
ther Day they all wear Scarlet Cloaths 
* with three or four large Strings of Coral 
N 4 se about 
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about their Necks, and es Leaders 
t ſometimes in Cri nſon, | ſome 53 In 
Green, and ſometimes Blue Velvet 
ay Cloaths with” Silver-gilt Staffs 1 in cheif 
135 8 like Golden Canes. - Bat 1d 


$ %: Fa = 


«4 


«© WHEN 1 came Hats feſt te Pits: 
6 gueſe had a Mullattoe Whore, Who his 
e Majeſty uſed with Abundance of good 
« Manners, continually giving her Preſents. 
R gave her two Women and a Girl to 
« wait on her, but ſhe dying of the Small 
ce Pox, he wants mightily more to come, 
e and ſays, that no white Body ſhall ever 
« want any Thing he can Purchaſe | for 
« Gold: ' He likewiſe gives great Encou- 
te ragement to all Black Strangers, and is 
ce extremely kind to ſome Malloy i 


1 who are now NEE: 


#F 


RIP Oy is aug 1 healthful, 
I? lying ſo very high, and is daily refreth- | 
tt ed with fine cool Breezes: It is likewiſe 
8 extremely pleaſant, having all Great Po- 
e po in View, tho' at a vaſt Diſtance,” nei- 
** ther are we peſter d with Muſketoes. 


Pe 74 -* 


aue. 0: Guines. 18g 


12 FI HOPE; I tha Hats ee 

* tunity to deſcribe the Power and Gran- 
145 deur of this conquering King, which 
has ↄſten ſurprizid me, not thinking ever 
to ſee any Thing like it in this Part of 
the World. I ſhall therefore conclude 
my Letter with a ſhort Account of that 
War, whereto I was an unfortunate Eye- 
_ © witneſs, and from whence I ſav'd no- 


<« my Back; and narrowly eſcap'd periſh- 
ing in the Flames, being the Fate of 
many Hundreds, which I had ſhar d, 


© had not a Man HhauF'd me over the Wall 


ec of old Blanco's Houſe, in which I was 


e ſuddenly ſhut up as ſoon as the Cry of 
«. War came. And were it not for that 


« Misfortune, I might had a Chance to 
« make my Eſcape, which, I ſuppoſe, 
* the King and old Blanco were afraid of, 
e for which Reaſon they ſent to ſecure me. 


However, that Houſe being the firſt. 


they ſet Fire to in Town, I got ſoon 
et enough out to be a melancholy Specta- 
te tor of the enſuing Deſolation, and De- 
i ſtruction. Some Time after I was haul- 

ee e 


thing in the World but what I had on 
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Some Inland Countries do gut and 
Faces for Ornament Sake, 


136 AVojoge'to Guitict.. 


«© ed out, they carried me through the 
i Town to che King's Houſe, where thi, 
<< King's General was; and though he was 
« in a great Hurry, and fluſh'd with Vic- 
& Hand, and gave me a Dram; which 
te was ſome Comfort to me, tho I knew 


* not who he was: At firſt, I took him 


<* him to be the King of Ardab's Brother, 
ce but then I admir'd at his Face being * 


cut, and the Houſe being in Flames; 


*© but I ſoon underſtood who he was. 
* When we went out, there was ſcarce a- 
te ny ſtirring for Bodies without Heads; 
« and had it rain'd Blood, it could not 
te have lain thicker on the Ground. Night 
“ being come, I walk'd among Crowds 
* of People with the General to the Camp, 

* who after giving me two or three Drams 


<< gave me in Charge to one of the petty 
% Captains of War, who was extremely 


; « kind to, and careful of me. The next 
« Day, they brought one of my Boys to 


me, gs was es Wes s Son, but 
| 4 60 Hg | 


*, "48 | * 
fy their 
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e he being mortally wounded in the Head, 
** ſp that his Brains might be ſeen, was not 
* able to let me know what they ſaid, 
«* Two Days after, the General call d me 
to come and fit with him and the Petty 
Captains of War, while they counted the 
* Captive Slayes, which they did by giv- 
ing a Booge to every one: The whole 
** amounted to upwards of two Grand Ca- 
* befs, or above Eight Thouſand in Num- 
*© ber, among whom IT ſaw two more of 
* my Boys, one of which was wounded 
e in the Thigh, and the other in the 
Knee, This Accident gave me an Op- 
“ portypity of a little more Talk with the 
“ General, who endeavour'd to hearten 
“ me up, calling for a Flaſk of Brandy, 
e he drank to me, and bid me keep the 
e reſt: He likewiſe offer d me ſome Pieces 
of Chints, Sletias, &c. which I having 
te no Uſe for refus'd, telling them, if they 
ce found among their Plunder any Shirts, or 
* Cloaths, I Mould be thankful for them, 


* being, as you may ſuppoſe, very dirty. 


« Tax People to whom my Servants 


* were Captives would never permit them 
Cc c to 
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% to come to me, without coming with 
« them; however the General bid me not 
1 be uneaſy at that, in the leaſt, for no- 
« thing ſhould hurt me till I faw the King, 
te his Maſter, who would receive me ex- 
« tremely well and kindly, which indeed 
< he afterwards did. The General gave me 
ads Kideyſoll and Hammock, to carry me 
te up in the Country, which 1 gladly ac- 
4 cepted of. Mo 8 


＋ 


* 


5 Hive ſeen ſo many Cruelties 

* committed on the Bodies of old Men 

«and Women, alſo on ſuch as were not 

: « ble to travel by Reaſon of their Wounds 
« and Burns, &c. I could not chuſe but 
labour under diſmal Apprehenſions, per- 

1 ticularly the firſt Morning when they led 

* me out, as I imagin'd, to ſacrifice me, 

i « with a Drum beating a Sort of a dead 
=! March before me, and many Hundreds 
| e gather'd about me jumping and tearing 

, * enough to rend the very Skies, with ſuch 
| e a Noiſe as would fright the Devil him- 
=: -- « ſelf. Many had drawn Swords and 
| «© Knives in their Hands, which they flou- 
. riſhed about me as if ready for Execu- 
$4 tion. 
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ee tion While I was. calling upon God to 
cc, < have Merey upon me, the General ſent 
« bring me to him, being retir d about two 
* Miles out of the Camp. His Orders were 
| e obey'd, and I brought to him, 
4:3 nh: in an rache to 100 NOS 850 

” * 5 SH np _ given you, an Ac⸗ 

« count of my Introduction to the King, 
. had not his Majeſty ſent this Minute in 
ce A Hurry to me for this Letter, which 1 
1 cannot have Time either to copy or cor- 
e rect as I intended; I therefore beg you 
<© vill pardon Tautology, and all other 
« Faults, being with I" Servies, to. all 
" * Len. Sir, 
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7 aur mo Obedien Humble Servant, . 
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Mz. Lamb continu d 18 b two 
Years, and at laſt his Majeſty, upon a Pro- 
miſe of his return ing again with more 


Whire Men, ſent him away very well en- 
rem 'd, 
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tich's, being worth « Fundred Slaves He = 


made but a ſhort Stay at Whywah, 'befbre he 
embark'd” for America,” F faw him after- 
wards at Bar badbet. The King; finding 

Aimiſelf difappointed in Lamb, e King 
ar infatiable/ Thirſt after Blood dd Con- 
queſt, made a Defcent upon Suboe; in tlie 
Kingdom of Whydah, about the Beginning 
of Fehruary 1526-7, and hid Siege to that 
evcat Town, of rather City, being the Me- 
tropolis, where the King's Palace ſtobd, 
and where the' Engiiſe, French atid Porru- 

gueſe Had Factory Houſes. Ir a few Hours 
Time; he ferv'& it exactly im the fame Man- 
ner, as he before had done to dab; only 
with this Differenge, "that his Majeſty: of 
Whydah, who is the largeſt and farteſt Man 
I ever ſaw, thinking himſelf a little too 

bulky to fight, was, upon the firſt Alarm, 
privately convey'd away by the main 
Strength of a Couple of ſtout luſty Negroes 
in a Hammock, by which Means he fav'd 
his Life. The Factories were rifled, and 
che White Men were talten Pttfoncrs; and 
carried up to tie Camp ar Ada; where 
the King of Dubumey then was: When 
"Gran" Pinker was admitted to an Au 
dienee, 
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diene, he told his Majefty, that his mo- 
| lefting che White Men could be of no 
Manner of Service to that Country, which 
was become his by Conqueſt: On the con- 
trary, it would be a Means to deter all 
Ships from coming there any more, and 
then what muſt become of his Grandeur 
The King ſaid, It was vety true, and with- 
all affir'> the Governor, that he had given 
no füch Orders to his General, but that he 
and the reft of the White Men were at Li- 
berty to return to their Forts when they 
pleas d. Accordingly, a few Days after, 
when the Engliſh and French Governors 
were on their March through Saber to 
_ Whydah, the General took Otcafion to ſer 
Fire to their Factory-houſes, which | hack 
eſtap d the Fire during the Siege, before 
their Faces, without the King's Order. This 
Misfortune was a Heart-breaking to them, 
eſpecially to the French Governor, who had 
no Deſign or Thoughts of returning ſpee- 
dily to Europe, as Governor Tinker had, 
bur rather Hop'd' to fee Sabre, or at leaſt 
ſome Part of it again _rebuilt, / and ſome 
mall Trade . o there, that ſo his 
POET might be ſerviceable as for- 


mi, 
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merly, but that Curſed General ſoon Pat 
chem out of all Hopes of ſo great a Bleſſin 
and 4 let them. march on to ſeek. Shelter, i 
their Forts, and i in order to train up the 
Youth. of his Army to a. Notion that they 
ought to ſpare no Blood for the Sake of 
Plunder; he order d all the Bo ys in the 
Camp; ſome of which. were not — Se- 
ven or Eight Vears of Age, to cut off the 
Heads of all the Aged and ee 5 


mong the e * 7 were unmereha! 
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Miles in Circumference. "Pas The Houſes 
neatly built, though only. Mud-wall. oover- 
ed with Thatch, having no Stone in all 
that Country, not even a Pebble as big. as. 
a Wallnut; nevertheleſs all the F actory- 
houſes were built after the European Fa- 


ſhion, being lofty, - ſpacious and very airy.; 


containing many neat commodious. Apart- 
ments; alſo to each a fine large open Hall 
with Ae” Balconies, Ge. all theſe upon the 
Firſt Floor. Underneath upon the Ground 
Floor were their Warehouſes. Theſe de- 


17 5 e contributed * much, 
not 
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not only to the Comfort and Satisfaction, 
but alſo to the Health of the Europeans. 
The Town was ſo exceeding populous that 
it was with Difficulty one paſs'd along the 
Streets, tho'ꝰ they were very broad. Here 
were daily Markets wherein many Sorts of 
European, as well as African Commodities, 
were exhibited to publick Sale, alſo great 
Variety. of Proviſions. Near the European 

Factories was a ſpacious Place where grew 
a Parcel of fine, tall, ſhady Trees, under 
which the Engliſh, French and Portugueſe 
Governors, Factors and Sea-Captains walk- 

ed, and tranſacted Buſineſs 1 en as on 

1 8400 * = 


1 LL . ine Places: were dard * 
Aſhes a few. Days before I arriv'd there, ſo 
that J am oblig'd to the Gentlemen at 
Mpydab for the above Deſcription of Sabee, 
as for the reſt of the Country in general, I 
ſhall give the oct my own \ Remarks ap- 
on it. Lops 


"Leh Chaney 3 
by the Dutch, Jup by the French, and 


_ Wuvpan, by the E, Portugueſe and 
O N N atives. | 
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Natives. All who have ever been berg, al- 
low this to be one of the moſt delightful | 
Countries in the World. The great Num- 
ber and Variety of tall, beautiful and ſhady 
Frees, which ſeem as if planted . in fine 
Groves for Ornament, being without any 
| Underwood, or Weeds, as in any other 
Parts of Guinea; alſo the verdant Fields 
1 are every where cultivated; and no other- 
= wiſe divided, than by thoſe Groves, and in 
ſome Places a ſmall Foot-path ; together 
with a great Number of pretty little Vil- 
lages, encompaſs'd by a low Mud- Wall, 
and regularly plac'd/ over the Face of the 
whole Country. All theſe contribute to 
afford the moſt delightful Proſpect that I- 
magination can form. There is neither 
Mountain or Hillock to hinder one's Pro- 
ſpect, the whole Country being a fine, ea- 
ff, and almoſt imperceptible Aſcent, for 
the Space of forty or fifty Miles from the 
Sea; fo that from any Part of this King- 
dom, a Body may have a Proſpect of the 
Ocean, and the farther you go from it, the 
more beautiful and populous the Country ; 
inſomuch that by endeavouring to deſcribe 


*. 1 have undertaken a a Taſk I cannot per- 
© form, 
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form, I ſhall therefore drop the Subject, 
with this one Affurance to my Reader, 
that the imaginary Beauty of Elyfan Fields 
Eannot ſurpaſs the real Beauty of this Coun- 
try, which nevertheleſs yields no Gold, but 
what they have here is brought from Bra- 

195 fie by the Portaglieſe, to purchaſe Slaves. 


+, He Nite Pere ſeem to be the moſt 
| Enki ths Negroes in Guinea, aboun- 
ding with Good Manners and Ceremony to 
each other. The Inferior pays the utmoſt 
Deference and Reſpect to the Superior, as 
N = 7 75 to 5 + Haſtands, and Children 


Se innin ng and Weavidg Cotton , : of 
which, they make Cloaths. The Men, 
whoſe cher Talent is HuszAxpRv, are 
unacquainted with Arms, otherwiſe ( being 
a numerous People). they could have made 
à better Defence or Refine againſt the 
King of Diahomtey, who ſfubdu'd them with- 
out wich Trouble and has now laid heavy 
Taxes upon them. They are all Pagans, 

ad 6d erty three Sorts" of Deities. The 

O 2 fiſt 
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| had he not ot prevented me, for he ran and 
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firſt is a large beautiful Kind of Snake, 


' which is inoffenſive in its Nature. Theſe 
are kept in Fittiſh-houſes, or Churches, 
built for that Purpoſe in a Grove, to whom 
they ſacrifice great Store of Hogs, Sheep, 


Fowls, and Goats,, &c. and if not devour- 
ed by the Snake, are ſure to be taken Care 
of by the Fittiſh-men, or Pagan Prieſts, 


' who are as great Impoſtors as any belong- 


ing to the Church of Rome, The Lai- 
ty all go in a large Body by Night with 


Drums beating, and Trumpets of Elephants 
Teeth ſounding, in Order to perform Di- 
.vine Worſhip, and implore either a proſpe- 


rous Journey, fair Weather, a good Crop, 


or whatſoever elſe they want. To obtain 
which from the Snake, they then preſent 


their Offerings, andafterwards return Home. 
They are all ſo bigotted to this Animal, 
that if any Negroe ſhould touch one of 
them with a Stick, or otherwiſe. hurt it, 


he would be immediately ſentenc d to the 
Flames. One Day, as I walk d abroad 
with the Engl % Governor, I ſpied one of 


them lying in the Middle of the Path be- 
fore us, which indeed I would have kill'd 


took 


EN 
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took it up in his Arms, telling me, that it 
was the Kind of Snake which was wor- 
ſhipp'd by the Natives, and that if I had 
kill'd it, all the Goods in his Fort, and 
our Ship would not be ſufficient to ranſom 
my Life, the Country being ſo very popu- 
lous that I could not ſtir without being ſeen 
by ſome of the Natives; of whom there 
were ſeveral looking at us that happen'd to 
be upon their March home from their Cap- 
tivity at Adrah. They came, and begg'd 
their God, which he readily deliver'd to 
them, and they as thankfully receiv'd and 
carried it away to their Fittiſn-houſe, with 
very great Tokens of Joy. 


TAEIR Scbttd be Gods are the tall 
Trees, for which they have a great Vene- 
ration. And their laſt God is the Sea, 
which they firmly believe, and not with- 
cout juſt Cauſe, is able to do as much for 
them as the Snake, or the Trees: But be- 
cauſe that no Share of the Offerings thrown 
in here, can ever revolve to the Prieſts, they 
teach the People to pay it a ſmall Kind of 
diſtant Adoration, which, as I before ob- 
| ſerv'd, may be ſeen, and conſequently wor- 
0 >  thipp' d 
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ſhipp' d in that Manner, at any Part of the 
Kingdom, but all their Offerings muſt be 
made to the Snakes and Trees. Fol 


THE Prieſthood here is not 1 
confin'd to the Male Sex, for there are 


% 


more Prieſteſſes than Prieſts ; both being | 


held in ſuch Veneration that they are liable 


to no Puniſhment for any Capital Crime 


whatſoever. The Prieſteſſes are accounta- | 
ble to their Huſbands for no Action either 


of Diſobedience or Whoredom, on the 


contrary they are uncontroulable and muſt 


be erv'd*'by the Huſband upon his Kee, 


with the ſame Reſpect that other Women, 
pay their Huſbands. If the Caſe be bad 
with thoſe of the Romi/h Church who are 
Prieſt- ridden; how much worſe mpſt it be 


with theſe unhappy Men who are Prieſteſs- 
ridden by their own Wiyes ! So.much for 


their Religion. As for the Country. in ge- 
neral, tho” J allow it to be the fineſt I ever 
ſaw, yet I ſhould never like it becauſe it is 


ſo very unwholſome, and by my laſt Ac- 


counts from thence, I am inform'd, it is 
more ſo now than when I was there, the 
ae being throw 1 the King of Daho- 


mey's 


A Voyage to Guinea. 199 
mey's Means left uncultivated, is now over- 


; grown with poiſonous ſtinking Weeds. 
The fame Accoutits inform me, that an 
Accident of Fire happen'd, ſoon after my 


Departure, to the French Fort which burnt 
all the Houſes in it, and diſmounted the 


Great Guns. The King of Dahomey, hear- 
ing of this Accident, fent a Part of his Ar- 
my, who were then encamp'd at Sabee, 


down.to take the French Fort; but the 


Engliſh, ſeeing them beſieg d in fo de- 


fencelefs a: Heap of Confuſion, and dread- 
ing the evil Conſequences that might hap- 
pen, if the Dahomites ſhould once become 
Maſters of that Fort, without farther Hefi- 
tation fir d upon them, and with the firſt 


Shot kill'd the aforeſaid wicked General 
and his Son, Ge. the ſecond kill'd two of 
the petty Captains of War and others, the 
third · likewiſe did Execution: At which 
they broke up the Siege, *_ ran confu- 
ſedly away.” | 


BE TORE the Ring of Daa con- 
quer'd this Place, the Natives were ſo in- 
duſtrious that no Place which was thought 
fertile could eſcape being planted, though 

. A 
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even within the Hedges that encloſe their 
Villages and Dwelling-places, and they were 
ſo very anxious in this Particular, that the 

next Day after they had reap'd they always 
ſow'd again, without allowing the Land a- 

wy Time for Reſt. f 


* 


HERE a Man may have from forty to 
fifty Wives and their Captains three or four 
Hundred, ſome One Thouſand, and the 
King four or five Thouſand ; . moſt of whom 
ſerve to till the Ground for their Huſbands 
only, but the moſt beautiful ſtay at home, 
and do the Work relating to the Family 
and there to wait on them. The Rich will 
not ſuffer any Man to come where their 
Wives are. They are ſo jealous of them 
'that on- the ſlighteſt Suſpicion of Inconti- 
nence they ſell them to the Europeans; and 
| ſhould a Perſon here preſume to debauch 
another Man's Wife, if the injur'd Perſon 
be a rich Man, the Offender will ſurely be 
put to Death, and his Family made Slaves. 
If any Man ſhould, though undeſignedly, 
touch one of the King's Wives, he is in 
Danger of loſing his Head, or he is doom- 
ed to as ny: TY which Ac- 


count, | 
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count, if any Man is oblig'd to go near the 
King's Palace, Notice is given of his Com- 
ing,” that ſo the Women may retire to a re- 
mote Part out of Sight. When the King's 
Wives go into. the Field to work, as they 
do daily by Droves, they cry out, if they 
ſee a Man, Stand clear: Upon which the 
Man falls flat on the Ground till they have 


ye him. 


T HE Wag: is ſo ablotine, that all the 
Virgins in his Dominions is look'd -on as 
his Property; and his Chief Captains, to 
whom the Government of his Seraglio is 
entruſted, whenever they hear of or ſee a 
Beauty, ſeize her for his Uſe, which no one 
dare contradict, When a young Lady is 
preſented to the King he lies with her 
twice or thrice, after which ſhe is oblig'd 
to live a Nun; ſo that the Women are ſo 
far from defiring to enjoy this Honour that 
they prefer Death to it; and I have heard 
that ſome Years ago, theſe Captains ſeiz d 
a young beautiful Maid, who rather than 
live a Nun's Life, made her Eſcape, and 
"ny TIE” into a deep Well, and there 
died. : 


1 
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Fo the Multiplicity of Wives-i it 1 
frequent i in theſe Parts to ſee Fathers who 
have two Hundred Children living at once, 
It is cuſtomary here for a Man ſometimes in 
one Day to have Half a Dozen Children 
born to him; for they never cohabit with 
any of their Wives when pregnant or men- 
ſtruous, which indeed are potent Reaſons 
for Polygamy. Beſides, as the Riches of a 
Man is the Number of his Children, and 
which he can diſpoſe of at Pleaſure, ex- 

cept his Eldeſt Son, and the Males being 
frequently ſold into Slavery, and this ſmall 
Spot of Ground furniſhes One Thouſand 
Slaves every Month for the Market, Wo- 
men muſt be Plenty, and each Man muſt 
have a Number. Upon the Father's Death 
the Eldeſt Son inherits all his Goods and 
Cattle, and alſo his Wives, his own Mo- 
ther only excepted. They uſe Circumciſi- 
on, which many poſtpone. till the Child is 
four, five, and 2 Vears old. 85 


TH - Natives 1 are cloath'd, but that 
of the Women is ſo very looſe, that the 
Wind often diſcloſes their natural Beauties, 

= _ 
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which the Men here fay was a Faſhion in- 


vented by the. Women for a certain Con- 


venience they found in it. Both Men and 


Women go with their Heads ſhorn, and 


uncover d, though the Sun is ſo ſcorching 


hot. They are 1 fearful of Death that 


when they are ſick they are very diligent 
in the Uſe of Medicines, and no one dares 
" 1 eak of Death in the King's Preſence, 
enalty. of undergoing the Puniſhment 


2 114" They live, as to Time by 


_ Gueſs, having no Feſtivals, no Diviſion of 
Hours, Days, Weeks, Months or Years, 


fave only that they go by Moonſhines, 


which are ſo regular that they compute 
their Sowing-time thereby. They are moſt 
accurate at Accounts, and they eafily rec- 


kon without the Aſſiſtance of Pen and Ink, 
tho' the Sum amounts to many Thouſands, 


which makes it very eaſy to trade with 


them. They are great Gameſters, and ve- 


ry. often ſtake Wife and Children, and | 


Land and Body. 


Tus Government is veſted in the King 
and the principal Men; but in Criminal 
Caſes the King aſſembles a Councih where 


he 
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he opens the Indictment, and requires cher 
ry Perſon to declare his Opinion what Pu- 
niſhment the Offender deſerves, and ac- - 
cording to the Verdi&, Execution enſues, ” 
Capital Crimes are but two, M urther and 
Adultery committed with the King's or 


| the Grandees Wives. Very few Inſtances 


of this happen, but Hiſtory hath recorded 
two for Muther : The Offenders were up- 
on Conviction cut open alive, and their In- 

trails burnt, and their Corps fix d on a Pole 
erected in the Market-place. A young 
Man in Womens Cloaths ſhut himſelf up 
among the King's Wives, and enjoy'd ſe- 
veral of them; but at laſt being diſcover- 


ed, he and the offending Lady was brought 


forth, and ſentenc'd to be burnt. The 


Vouth ſeeing ſeveral of the Ladies, with 


whom he had paſs'd many a Night very 


agreeably, forward to bring Wood to make 


his Funeral Pile, laugh'd heartily, declar- 


ing that ſeveral other Ladies were likewiſe 


guilty, but he would not accuſe them par- 
ticularly, and ſo no more than he and the 
unhappy Lady that were taken in the Of- 
fence were burnt. Moſt other Crimes are 
jud gd by the Vice-roys, and ſome trifling 

Penan =, 
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Penance, or 1 Mulct ſet upon the 
Offender. 


Tux Kine s Retinue are FE i only, 
and when he goes a Progreſs, which he 
does once or twice a-year, he is accom- 
panied by a Thouſand of the moſt beau- 

ul. His Grandees go not with him, but 
meet him at the Place where he appoints 
to divert himſelf. The King has a Cup 
which no Man but himſelf drinks out of. 
Under him he has ſeveral Vice-roys whom 
he appoints at Pleaſure, and who in his Ab- 
ſence act arbitrarily, and have each their 


Vice-royalty. He 6 alſo Grand Captains 


who likewiſe are Vice-roys over ſome Di- 
ſtrict or other. Another Sort of Captains 
are ſuch as are entruſted with the Market, 
Slaves, Priſons and the Shore. Beſides all 
which, there are a great Number of Hono- 
rary Captains. . His Revenue is very large; 
for there is no Commodity but what pays 
Toll, and the Collectors, of which there 
are One Thouſand, diſperſe themſelves 
throughout the whole Land, in order there- 
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ON the King's Death they ha Aa "1 


lainous Cuſtom of ſtealing from one ano- 
ther, and this they do openly without be- 


ing table to Puniſhment, which publick 
Vidtence and Robbery continue til the — 


EKing is inſtall d, when he gg 


kibit it, and is directly obey'd. 
Grandees cannot agree about the 9 


on, as ſometimes it happens when the King 


dies without Iſſue Male, or when they are 

for advancing his Youngeſt Son, they pub- 
liſh the Order, and tell the People they 
have a New King; but generally the Old 
King is ſucceeded by his Eldeſt Son, who 
on his Father's Demiſe gets into his Palace, 
and takes Poſſeſſion of his Wives. The 
King's Wives are the Executors of his Sen- 
tences, and tis merry enough Wien a 
Grandee has offended the King, three or 
four Hundred of them are ſent to the Of- 
fender's Houſe, which they pos: 
ſtrip and level with 8 Ground. | 


As to their Retipion; it is very ens: | 
tious. Some Years ago, it is ſaid, a Prieſt 


of the OY Order came hither to 
convert 
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convert them to Chriſtianity. Polygamy is 
an Obſtacle which they cannot get over, if 
Chriſtianity could allow this, there is. no 
other Point inſuperable. The King at- 
tended Maſs, which was perform'd by the 
ſaid Auguſtine, and ſeem d n there- 
with, EE 


ApDjoininG to the Kingdom of b 
dah, or Fida, are ſeverat Royalties, vi. 
| Coto, Little and Great Popo, Quabbe, and 
Adrah, all fituate on the Slave Coaſt, 
which are govern'd by their reſpective 
Kings, and follow much the ae Cee | 
with thoſe of Fhydeh, only that they chief- 
r ne and the Slave- Trade. 
It is their Practice to aſſure the 
Merchant, ds they: have a Number of 
Slaves in order to draw him on Shore; 
which done they fleece him, and An 
him ſeveral Months. Some Vears ago, 
they dealt fraudulently with an Eng 
is wer beſides cheated ade e of 
after, he recover'd his Damages in de fol- 
lowly 8 Manner. Rang ag appar): 
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Men, amongſt whom was the King's Son, 
came on board him; all whom he clapp'd 
in the Bilboes, bom. which he would not 
diſcharge them till he was firſt re-imbur- 
ſed, and had oblig d them to P him a 

Sum beſides. | Y 


BEFORE I leave this Country, I ſhall 
give a brief Account of ſome of the moſt 
remarkable Cuſtoms, G. — practis d by the 
Natives of Gui x RA, worthy Obſerva- 
tion, and which may be of ſome. Uſe. 5 
Eptertaiprent to the Reader. ects 


In 7 a 1 on 34 Gold 
Coat, a Cuſtom prevails. for a Woman to 
govern, who executes that High Office 
with as much Courage and Conduct as o- 
ther Countries are rul'd by Men. I dont 
know any other Kingdom in all Guinea 
where the Supremacy deſcends to either 
Sex. This Governeſs is ſo wiſe, that to 
keep the Government in her own Hands, 
ſhe lives unmarried. But that ſhe may not 
remain a perfect Stranger to the ſoft and 
pleaſing Paſſion, ſhe generally buys a briſk 


jolly Slave, with whom ſhe diverts herſelf; 
41 
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prohibiting him on Penalty of loſing his 
Head to intrigue with any other Woman. 
And when the Vouth has loſt his Charms, 
or her Majeſty's Paſſion palls, he is ex- 
chang'd for another ; ſuch is her Chaſtity 
and Virtue, ſince check'd by no Religion 
or Law ſhe is fo perfect a Miſtreſs of her 
Favours that ſhe may confer them on 
whom ſhe pleaſes, without Fear or Scan- 
dal. The next Heir to the Crown, is her 


Eldeſt Daughter, her Sons are fold for 


Slaves, or otherwiſe diſpoſed of, ſo as not 
to interrupt the Succeſſion in the Female 
Line. The Daughter is taught by the Mo- 


ther the ſame political Method of Govern- 


ment mention'd above, which the young 
' Princeſs is tutor d in very early, and like- 
wiſe, when Nature dictates, a beautiful 
Slave is purchas'd for her amorous Amuſe- 
ment. Ir is a pleaſant fertile Country, and 
under which Government the Inhabitants 


live peaceably, ſeldom or never going to 


War. The Engh/h had a ſmall Fort here 
| for ſome Time. 8 | 


Ts Negroes of ih Gold Coaſt when 


they go ou if * beat heir Enemy re- 
P joice ; 
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joice ; and if they are beaten they ſtill do 
the fame : And they are ſo very indifferent 


about the Events of Things, that they ſeem 


unmov'd at their greateſt Misfortunes. As 
to their Dreſs, that of the Men is general- 
ly very poor and mean, but Pride nh 
theſe People as well as, the Europeans has 
chiefly eftabliſh'd its Throne amongſt the 

Female Sex, who here adorn themſelves. 
with a Veil, or Shift of Silk, over which 


they wear a Garment of Red Cloth, and 


adorn themſelves with Rings of Gold, Sil- 
ver and Ivory, and fo well {kill'd are they 
in their Faſhions, that they know how to 
dreſs themſelves up ſufficiently tempting to 
allure the Chriſtians, eſpecially when there 
is no White Female to be found. 


As to the Education of their Children, 
the Mother gives the Infant ſuck for two 
or three Years, which over, and the 
Child can walk alone, than it is, Turn 
out Brutes: When hungry, the gives it a 
Piece of dry Bread, and ſends it abroad, 
and then it wanders either to the Market, 
or the Sea- ſide to learn to ſwim, or it goes 
any-where go; no Care | Is taken of it, 

nor 
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nor does any Perſon regard its Progreſs. In 
Europe when our Children can go alone, 
how many Cares and Anxieties continually 
perplex us, nor do we think that we can 
ever take enough Care of them ; but here 
they have none of this Trouble. Child- 
bearing, in this Part of the World, is at- 
tended with no Expence of long Lying-in, 
Goſſipping, &c. A Negroe Woman, I 
have been told, has been deliver'd of a 
Child in lefs than a Quarter of an Hour, 
and in their Labour they uſe no Shrieks or 
Cries ; nay, the very ſame Day it is cuſto- 
nitity fr the Lying-in Woman to go to the 
Sea-fide and bathe herſelf, without ever 
thinking of returning to her Bed. Here 
are no Proviſion of any Neceffaries for the 
new-born Infant, and yet all its Limbs 
grow vigorons and proportionate, and I 
muſt deliver it as my Opinion, that the 
contrary Practice in Europe makes ſo many 
crooked People. The Children generally 
follow that Way of Life their Parents do, 
ſo that they very early ſhift for themſelves. 
They are not extravagant in their Eating, 
faring hard, by Choice, tho they have Money 
and Plenty of Proviſions, but are * 
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in their Thirſt after Liquor, drinking Bran- 


dy and Palm-Wine in Abundance, and to 
"Exceſs. The Women alſo are addicted to 
Drinking. They live together in a civil 
Manner, and pay Reſpe& to each other. 
When they meet, they ſalute each other 
by pulling off the Hat, and then next they 
enquire after each other's Health by this 
Queſtion, How did you ſleep? The other 
replics, Very well. By which we may ob- 
ſerve, that theſe People think good ſound 
Sleep to be the moſt neceſſary Preſervative 
of Health. They viſit one another with 

great Civility, and the great Men with 
much Show, Formality, Ceremony and O- 
ſtentation. The Languages of the Natives 
of the ſeveral Kingdoms on the Gold. Coaſt 
differ ſo widely, that they are unintelligi- 
ble to any but their reſpective Inhabitants. 
They cannot read nor write, by which 
Means as to the Knowledge of their Anti- 
quity, Hiſtory, Sc. little is to be learnt, 
every Thing here being uncertain and tra- 
ditional. There is one Thing that deſerves 
: Commendation, which is, that there are no 
Poor amongſt them that beg, the Reaſon 


. . which 1 * chat when a Negroe finds he 
— 
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cannot ſubſiſt, he binds himſelf for a cer- 


tain Sum of Money, and the Maſter to 
whom he is oblig d finds him in all Ne, 


ceſlaries. , 


ron this Coalt are a Sort of People 
calld MuLLATOESs, a Race begotten by 


the Europeans upon Negroe Women. This 


Baſtard Brood is a Parcel of the moſt pro- 


fligate Villains, neither true to the Negroes, 


nor to one another, yet they aſſume the 


Name of Chriſtians, but are indeed as 
great Idolaters as any on the Coaſt. Moſt 
of the Women are publick Whores to the 
Europeans, and private ones to the Negroes. 
In ſhort, whatever is bad among the Euro- 
beams, or Negroes, is united in them; ſo 
that they are the Sink of both. They are 
frightfully ugly, when they grow i in Om 
Bars the Women. ; | 


Wh L the Natives of this Coaſt believe 
there i is one true God, the Author of them 

and all Things: They ſay, that in the Be- 
ginning God created Black as well as White 
Men; that he having created theſe two 
Sorts * Men, offer d two Kinds of Gifts, 
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viz. Gold, and the Knowledge of Art, 
Reading and Writing, giving the Blacks | 
the "wy Election, who choſe Gold, and 


the Whites was oblig'd to take the Know- 


ledge of Letters ; td God granted their 


. Requelt, but being incens'd at their Ava- 


rice, reſolv'd, that the Whites ſhould for 
ever be their Maſters, and they their Slaves. 
Others affirm, that Man was not at firſt 
ſhap'd as he is at preſent, but the Parts de- 


fign'd for Propagation were plac'd more in 


View for i its better Convenience, and that 
God has ſince alter 'd it for Modeſty Sake. 
Almoſt every Village has a Grove or pub- 


lick Place of Worſhip, to which the prin- 


cipal Inhabitants on a ſet Day reſort to make 
their Offerings, & Ic. They have Notions 
of a future Life, and imagine that after 
Death they go to another World, where 
they ſhall five in the ſame State they do 
here, and that they who have liv'd regu- 
larly, and have inviolably kept their Oaths, 
are gently wafted over a River to a Land 
abounding with all Kinds of Happineſs ; 

but on the other Hand, if he has behav'd 
amiſs, that they are drown'd as they are 
paſſing the River, Some imagine, that af. 


"ET 
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ter Death, their Souls will animate White 
Men, in, order to their farther Attainment 
in Knowledge. They give Credit to Con- 
jurers and Miracle-mongers, and ſtedfaſtly 
believe the Apparitions of Spirits and 
Ghoſts, which makes them fearful and ti- 
morous. They have a Cuſtom here of 
baniſhing the Devil, which they perform 
annually with Abundance of Ceremony at 
a Time appointed for that End. This is 
done with great Joy and Mirth, and Lam- 
poon on their Superiors for eight Days, at 
the Concluſion of which, they hunt out 

the Devil with a horrid Cry, all running 
one after another, throwing of Excrements, 
Stones, Wood, or any Thing they can 
come at, as thick as Hail at Satan's Poſte- 
| riors. This done, they return to their 
Houſes, and the Women waſh and ſcour 
all their Wooden and Earthen Veſſels very 
neat, to free them from all Pollution and 
the Devil. They have but one other Fe- 
ſtival, which is their Harveſt-time, call'd 
by the Chriſtians, their Fair. On their 
Sabbath they are forbid to fiſh, but as to 
all other Works they are allowed, and all 
| exerciſe them according to Diſcretion. 
m7: nn” 
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As to the Government of theſe Territo- 
ries ſome are Monarchies, and two are Re- 
publicks; which as to their Cuſtoms are 
much the ſame, differing only 8 in the Form 
of their Government. 


AXTM is . by a Body of 1 5 
Caboceroes, Who are the Chief Men, and 
by the Manceroes, or young Men, elected 
thereto. The publick Affairs are chiefly 
under the Conduct of the former, but 


what concerns the whole Land, as War 


and Peace, the raiſing of Taxes, &c. which 
dom happen, fall under the Cognizance 
of both Aſſemblies. The Caboceroes are 
the Judges of all Cauſes, who often take 
Bribes, and pervert Juſtice. They have no 
Lawyers, tho' they hold Courts and exa- 
mine Witneſſes, Sc. Murther, and A- 
dultery are ſeverely puniſh' d, if the Of- 
fender be poor, but if rich, he may fine, 
Robbery is commonly puniſh'd with the 
Reſtoration of the ſtolen Goods, and pay- 
ing a Fine, which is proportion'd accord- 


ing to the Penalty of the Perſon offending, 
In Caſes of Debt, the Creditor may ſeize 


the 
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the Debtor's Goods though to double the 
Value, but this islook'don as an oppreſſive Cu- 
ſtom, but ample Reſtitution is adjudg'd by 
the Judges themſelves, according to an old 
Reman Law, by which, if the injur'd Per- 
ſon has receiv'd Damage in his Honour and 
Reputation, full Satisfaction ſhould be made 
by the * 57 


Wurn they go to War, 2 is al- 
ways liberate by the General Council, 
no Man is preſs'd or compel! d; the Man- 
ceroes being young run into it for the Sake 


of Plunder, and every one prepares for it 


as ſoon as War is concluded on, which is 


many times reſolved for this Reaſon, that 
-” neighbouring Nation grows rich, and cuts 

a better Figure than they. Going to War 

is yery cheap, a neighbouring Nation may. 
be hir d to aſſiſt another for a leſs Sum than 

Two Thouſand Pounds, which is divided 
between the Caboceroes and Manceroes. As 
for the Plunder that is to bear the Expence 
of the War, but the Soldiers generally ſerve 
themſelves firſt. In Fight, each Comman- 
der hath his Men cloſe together i in a Sort of 
a Crowd, in the Midſt of which he is ge- 
* 
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nerally to be found; fo that the Attack i is 
Man to Man, or one Heap of 'Men againſt 
another, In Caſe one is ſhot, the reſt are 
ſure to fly, being very great Cowards, un- 
leſs entangl'd among the Enemy. They 
do not ſtand upright in Battle but ſtoop- 
ing, and liſtening that the Bullets may fly 
over their Heads ; others creep towards the 
Enemy as cloſe as they can, then let fly, 
and run away as though the Devil drove 
them. Wars, betwixt two deſpotic Kings, 
who have their Subjects entirely at their 
Command , laſt long, frequently ſeveral 
Years, and Wenne the Diſpute ends in 
the Ruin of one of them. Their Military > 
Arms are, Muſkets or Carabines, Guns, 
and Swords ſhap'd like Chopping-knives ; 
they wear Caps on their Heads made of a 
Crocodile's Skin, with a heavy Iron Chain 
girt round their Head. They. uſe. Bows 
and Arrows, Shields, and an Inſtrument 
call'd Aſſagay, Some likewiſe have great | 
Cannon, | 


TAE Kings do not Aitinguith Eg 
the by any State; there is no Guard at 
their Palace Gates, nor any Body to wait 
ON 
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on them, and when abroad in the Town 
two Boys attend them only, one carries the 
Sabre, and the other the Stool or Chair; 
but when they go to viſit ſome confidera- 
ble Man, ſeveral Shields are carried before 
them, and an Umbrella above their Heads, 
and are attended by the moſt beautiful of 
their Wives finely dreſs d with Gold and o- 
| ther rich Ornaments. . The Riches of theſe 
Kings, (who are hardly to be compar'd to 
the Bailiff or Mayor of a Corporation Town 
in Cornual) are his Slaves, and he that has 
many of them is conſequently rich and po- 
tent. The Grand Officers of the State are, 
Braffoes, or Enſigns 3 Tie-Tie's, Criers and 
Attendants on the King's Wives; Horn- 
blowers or Trumpeters, and Dramas, 
The Office of Braffoe is to carry the King's 
Meſſages to the neighbouring Courts, the 
Tie-Tie's Office is to cry out, Hearken, in 
the publick Council, when the Voices run 
too high, and to cry loſt or ſtolen Goods; 
the Attendarits on the King's Wives have 
the Care of their Maſter's Orchards, and 
of his Treaſury, of which they. keep the 
Keys. Beſides theſe, "PE Taye no other 

Officers, | 11 
N 
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Or the Marriages of the Natives of Gui: 5 


nea Mention has been made: Some make 
great Gain of their Wives, and tis with 
this View that they marry many; who are 
ſo faithful that when they have admitted 
a Spark, they immediately acquaint their 
Huſbands, who directly fleeces him: Some 
pretend they are not married, and ſo im- 
poſe upon the Stranger, who as ſoon as tlie 
Affair is over is undeceiv'd by the Appea- 
rance of the Huſband, in the ſame Man- 
ner claiming his Wife as the Bullies i in Eu- 
rope do. The uſual Sum for lying with 
another Man's Wife is about four, five, or 
ſix Pounds Sterling, but when the injur'd. . 


Perſon is of Quality, 1007; but in Caſe : 


the offending Party denies the Fact, then 
the Cauſe is brought into Court. The E- 
vidence of the Woman is ſufficient, who 
relates all the Circumſtances of the Action | 
in its moſt natural Terms; the Accuſed al- 
ways denies the Fact ſtrenuouſſy. In this 
Difficulty the Court, or rather Council or” 
old Men, are perplex d what Sentence to 
give, and therefore they put the Man to 
his Oath, which if he refuſes, the Verdict 
. goes 
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goes againſt him. Some, beſides Wives, 
have Concubines, whoſe Children are e- 
ſteem' d legitimate: And if he has a Child 
by his Slave, he can make it legitimate, 
which if he does not do before his Death, 
| his Heir will look on it as a Slave,, and 
treat it as ſuch. « 


Ix the . Countries the Puniſhment 


of Adultery extends to the Woman as well 
as the Man, yet this deters not the Woman 
from the Practice thereof. They miſs no 
Opportunity, and are continually contriv- 
ing Stratagems how to gain a Lover. If they 
meet with a Man they immediately ſtrip 


his lower Parts, and throw themſelves up- 


on him, proteſting that if he will not gra- 
_ tify their Deſires, they will accuſe hint to 
their Huſbands, as 7o oe oſepb's Miſtreſs did to 


Pharaoh, for nothing is more revengeful 


than a diſappointed Woman, who here are 
like ſo many. Samſons pulling down Miſ- 


chief upon their own Heads as well as o- 
_ thers. If they can come to the Place the 


Man ſleeps in, they lay themſelves ſoftly 


down by him, ſoon wake him, and uſe 


| all their little Arts to move the darling 
Paſſion, 
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| Paffion, and if he prove refractory they af- 
ſure him, they will make ſuch a Noiſe as 


ſhall occafion their being taken together; 


after which his Death will be inevitable, 
The Youth is oblig'd to comply, and the 
Repetition hereof cauſes Diſcovery, and 
conſequently the Puniſhment follows. In- 
deed, the Caſe is very hard with the Wo- 
man, efpecially one of the King's Wives, | 
who ſeldom lie with the King above three 
times, and afterwards are ſtrictly forbid the 
| Intercourſe of Men for the reft of their 
Lives, which is ſo unreaſonable, that I dare 
fay thoſe Ladies who are ſubject to the 
Goſpel could not comply with ; for here, 
in a proper Senſe, the Lady is rantaliz'd, 2 
_ taſtes of Pleaſures ſhe has the greateſt De- 
light in, and then when all her Paſſions are 
afſoat, her Gratification of them is prohibi- | 
ted by Death. I have often pitied theſe un- 
happy Ladies, and reflected what greater 
Privileges thoſe of Chriſtendom enjoy d. = 
is true, Criminal Converſation is a pecuni- 
ary Crime among Chriſtians, - but then the 
Woman is fo far from fuffering for her 
Part of the Crime, that ſhe receives the 


OO. Benefit, the * of her ten- 
der 
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der Paſſion, her ſole Delight, and with the 
Man ſhe loves, under no Apprehenſions of 
Death, and if a Divorce enſues, her Join- 
ture is unalienable, and therefore that ren- 
ders her Happineſs compleat. However, 
| theſe Negroe Royal Ladies do their utmoſt 
to gratify this Paſſion, and often twenty of 
them ſeize a luſty Youth, and detain him 
till his Strength is quite exhauſted, and 
then they ſend him away, making him 
promiſe to return to them again at a Set 
Time, of which he always fails, for he is 
ſure to ſell himſelf for a Slave. 


IN " if + Waman hos born Ten 
Children ſhe is ſeparated from her Huf- 
band, and the reſt of Mankind for a Year, 
after which ſhe returns, which is a very 
particular Cuſtom, the Reaſon of which 1 
could not learn. They have a Cuſtom of 
holding Women unclean, and of circum- 
cifing Children, which they probably learnt 
from the Jews or Mahometans. Here ſe- 
veral Marriages are made as ſoon as the 
Parties are born, by their Parents, in order 
for a ſtricter Alliance of their Punk yn; 
| Women n live long unmarried, becauſe 
they 
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becauſe whilſt ſingle they are quite free, be- 
ing at Liberty to admit the Embraces of ſe- 
veral Men, if they pleaſe. The Number 
of Women much exceed the Men, which 


obliges the Women to remain the longer 
 unaſk'd in Marriage, though this is not at 
all irkſome, for they may indulge the foft 
Paſſion without the leaſt Scandal, nor are 

" they therefore rudely accounted Whores, 
and ſtand the ſame Chance as others of ha- 
ving Huſbands. | 8 


In the Contavies of "RFA rer, 
Ancober, Axim, Ante and Adom are ſeve- 
ral Women, who are bought for the Ser- 
vice of the Publick, and moſt Towns have 
one, two or more, according to their Large 
neſs. This is a Privilege granted the Man- 
ceroes on their petitioning the Caboceroes. 
The Reaſon which they aſſign for ſuch a 
Proviſion is, that thoſe Men who have no 
Wives, will be prompted, when they are 
deſirous to gratify Nature, to run the Dan- 
ger of lying with other Mens Wives. so 
that theſe People count it prevents Confſu- 
ſion, Adultery and Death, to allow publick 


i Whores. "Theſe Women have Dwellings 
for 
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for themſelves ſet apart by the Magiſtrates, 
and having us'd their Pleaſure reward them 
aa to Cuſtom, 


1 N f 5 Elmina, = Saboe, or 
| Sabee, and Fantyn, they haye none of theſe 
publick Women, and yet a Man is not 
much put to it, for here the Women are 
very, kind before Marriage, but they are 

not oblig d to beſtow their Favours on any 
but who they like, and ſeldom without 
Reward. There are likewiſe old Matrons 
who breed up whole Schools full of the 
| handſomeſt Girls Ts can find for the Uſe 

the TR 


- N Sickneſs, as I have already obſerv'd, 
they uſe the utmoſt Diligence for a Reco- 
very, and make Uſe of Phyſicians, who 
are, many of them, as great Cheats asany 
in Europe. I muſt however ſay, that the 
Medicaments, Plants, Herbs, &c. have 
ſuch Virtues here, that they really. per- 
form very ſurpriſing Cures, After all En- 
deavours us'd to recover the ſick Party are 
found ineffectual, and the Patient expires, 
Enquiry is made into the Cauſe of his 


"WL - Death. 
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— As, Whether fe is poiſon d, er 
died through the Neglect of his Wives, 
Children, or other Perſons about him? 11 
they find nothing, then the Prieſt ſays, he 
has been deficient in his 1 dus Rites, 
and therefore died. "This d one, thet ſet 
up a diſmal Cry rying and Eamentation, | and 
runring about fill the whole Town with it, 
and the Youth,” who knew the Deceafed 
generally | pay their Refpects by firing 0 off 
a Mulket {everal times, to give Notice of 
bis Death, as we do by the Ringing of a 
| Bell. His Wives alſo run about the Streets 
in a mad Manner for ſeveral Days Iament- 

ing till the Corps is buried. Whilſt theſe 
are abroad lamenting, his neareſt Relations 
fit by the Corps making a 'diſmal Noiſe. 
The Deceaſed is put into a Coffin, with 
divers rich Things, according to his De- 
gree, and when they carry him to the 
Ground, ſeveral young Soldiers preceed and 
running continually load and diſcharge their 
Muſkets, and ſo continue to do till he is 
buried. Many of both Sexes follow with- 
out the leaſt Order, and the Corps being 
depoſited, a F eſtival enſues for eight . 
| at the Deceaſed's Houſe. - 


ON 
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00 the Death ms the King, publick 
Notice: is given, not only to his own Sub- 
jects, but alſo to thoſe of the neighbouring 
Princes, which occaſions a vaſt Concourſe. 
And indeed the Solemnity is worth ſeeing, 
for, on this Occafion, every one is richly 
habited, and the whole is perform'd with 
great Pomp and Ceremony. In ſuch Fu- 
nerals, ſeveral of the Deceaſed's Slaves are 
ſacrific'd in order to attend on and ſerve 
him in the other World, as alſo one of 
his principal Wives, and one of his prin- 
eipal Servants. But this barbarous Cuſtom 
is much diſuſed fince the Coming of the 
Eurupeans. The Natives are very fond of 
being buried in their own Country, inſo- 
much that if any one dies out of it, if his 
Circumſtances will afford it, he is remov- 


ed in order to be interr d in the Place of 5 


5 his Nativity, 


Tur greateſt Kingdom in Gaines is that 
of BENIN, by ſome call'd GREAT BE- 
NIN. Here is the famous River of Formo- 
ſa, which ſprouts itſelf into innumerable 
Branches; ſome whereof are fo wide that 
5 2 they 
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they deſerve the Name of Rivers, and the 
Banks of each of them are inhabited by a 
| particular Nation, govern'd by their reſpec- 
tive Kings, who all, except the King of 
-AWERR1, are Slaves to the King of Great 
Benin. At the · Mouth of Formoſa certain 
Pirates inhabit, who live by Robbery only, 
Whatever they ſeize, Men, Beaſts or Goods, 
they (ell to the firſt that come hither for 
Victuals, for they have none of their own. 
The River is very pleaſant, and alſo very 
unwholſome, and much peſter d with Muſ- 
ketoes, which Unwholſomeneſs is fatal to 
many of the Europeans Who come hither. 
The Natives are all Freed-Men, tho' treat- 
ed as Slaves by their King: None but Fo- 
reigners can be bought and ſold here. The 
Vice-roys of Towns have the Power of de- 
ciding Civil Cauſes, and raiſing the public 
Taxes; but in Criminal Caſes they = 
ſend to Court, which is at the Village or 
City of Great Benin, the Reſidence of the 
| King, and wait the Orders thereof. The 
Inhabitants are generally very good - natur d 
and exceedingly civil and courteous. When 
the Europeans make them Preſents, which 


on r e hither to trade they always 
<0. 
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do, they endeavour to return them doubly. 
They are very tedious in their Dealings, 
but this is manag'd with ſo many Civilities 
that one cannot be angry. The Merca- 
dors, Fiadors or Merchants, who are Fac- 
tors for the Natives in their Trade with 
the Europeans, are appointed by the Go- 
vernment, and we Pay a ſmall CRONE not 
de , 8 „ 


In the State is firſt, as Ring, Sad next 
him three Perſons, who are ſtil'd Lops, 
who are always about his Majeſty's Perſon, 
and to whom all are oblig'd to addreſs 
themſelves who ſue to the Crown for Fa- 
vours, or other Buſineſs. Theſe Lords are 
the King of Great Benin's Prime Mini- 

ſters. Subordinate to theſe are the Vice- 
roys or Governors of the Countries ſubject 
to the Crown, who are advanc'd thereto 
by the Recommendation of the three great 
Lords. To the Perſons ſo recommended, 
as fit and proper to be entruſted with 
the Office of Vice-roy, the King gives a 
String of Coral, which is the Badge or 
Enſign of their Power and Authority: It 
is continually wore about their Necks, in 


V 


, . 2 — — _ _ ce — — > * 


2 55 A Pojage to Gilneas, | 


the Manner of an Alderman's Chain, for if 


they ſhould loſe it they are irreparably con- 
deiii d to die. Whoever counterfeits theſe 
Strings of Coral, ts puniſhed. with. Death, | 
Next to theſe in Degree, are the Commo- 


nalty, out of whom: the former are choſen, 


very few of which are laborious and indu- 
ſtrious, unleſs their Poverty obliges them 
to it; the others lay the Burthen upon 
their Wives, whilſt they, if they have 


the leaſt Stock, apply themſelves to Mer- 
chandige, in which they are aſſiduous and 


As to their Manner of Living, in re- 
gard to Eatables, it is much the ſame with 
that of the Europeans. They frequently 
treat one another, and impart a Portion of 
their Superfluity to the Neceſſitous: They 
are exceeding charitable, ſo that there are 
no Beggars among them, Their Cloathing 
is neat, - and more elegant than that of the 
Natives of the G Coaſt, yet the upper 
Parts of their Bodies are naked, and they 
habit themſelves according to their ſeveral 
Circumſtances, The Women are cloath'd 
all over, and they adorn their Necks with 
| Coral: 
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Coral, Cc. Almost all their Chiliren go 


naked; the. Bays till they are ma or ke 
Years of. Agg, and the Girls till 7 ANTE 
diſcovers. their, Maturity. Hers likewi 
as in other Parts of Guinea, en i 
many Wives 28 their Circumſtances will 


admit. If 3 Man likes a Virgin, he dis. 


cmxers his Paſſion to her Parents, or near- 
eſt Relations, who, if the is not 2 50 
to angther, ſeldom denjes hig Requeſt. 
They are jealous of their Wives ith u thei 
cn Country-men, but they arg not ſo 
With the Eurygeans, When they e 
Viſits, the Women alyrays wil, bs * a 
if the Viſitants. are Exrapeqns they mak 
Part of the Converſation. | They unis 5 
dultery, if the Parties are taken in the Act, 
all the Man's Effects is forfeited to the Pe er- 
ſon injur d, and the Woman is turn'd out 
of Doors, who removes to a Place where 
| ſhe. js not known, there paſles. for a Wi- 
dow, or liyes by her Favours; but Money 
amongſt the Rich heals the Breach. and re- 
conciles the Difference, and. the offending 
Lady is treated with the ſame Endearments 
as before. The Governours, if they ſur- 
4 drin the Adulterers, kill both, and then 
1 | Q 4 throw 
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' throw their Bodies as a Prey to wild Beaſts, 
They are ſo ſtrict in the Execution of theſe 
Puniſnments that theſe Crimes are ſeldom 
or never committed, or at leaſt they are 
done with fo much Secrecy that they are 
not eaſily diſcover d; for it is to be obſer- 
ved, that the Adulterers muſt be found in 
the very Act, and by the Huſband, Suſpi- 
 cion and Circumſtances are not regarded, 
they have no Weight in this Affair. A- 
mours are not manag d here in that delicate 
Nlanner as in Eur vpe, if they have but the 
Opportunity, it is done at once; whereas 
a Man muſt figh a long Time when he ſues 
for the firſt Favour of a European Lady, by 
which the Plot is always diſcover'd. 
Preſents, Plays, Ridotto's, Sc. pave the 
"Path to Love and Enjoyment ; but here 
pure Nature, and the immediate Glances 
and Deſires of both Sexes; there is no Oc- 
caſion for a Volume of Words on the Man's 
Part, becauſe there is not the leaſt Coyneſs 
on that of the Woman. So that this Part 
of the World is not peſter'd with Co- 
quets or Prudes. They do not talk of 
Procreation in obſcene Terms, but they 
who can expreſs this e in well-mean- 
ing 


ad 6 era N 
and circumciſe both Male Md Female, and 
make little Incifions in the Bodies of their 
Infants. Twin- bearing Women are'count- 
ed a good Omen, all this Country over, 
except at Arebo, ae 
ther and Go: 
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imported or exported, but every one pays 
a certain Sum annually for the Liberty of 
Trading. The Vice-roys in every Diſtrict 


take Care of the Collection, which is with 
great Eaſe done,, -and ſend Part” of it to the 


Work, and regard neither Court nor Trade. 
The Women here manage Buſineſs, and 
are as induſtrious as thoſe of Holland, but 
much more obliging. The Son. ſucceeds 
the Father in his Trade, and all his Poſſeſ- 
Hons. _ Tl | 


| As this is the moſt potent Kingdom of 
Guinea, and more nearly reſembles an Eu- 
| ropean 
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xopean Monarchy, 1 fhall give | aer 
ſome Account of e ons ee 
Court d ee 8 
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BENIN; a iy a 1 Miles 
Pres Agatton, a Town ſituated at the En- 
trance of the River Formoſs, near the Sea, 
is the Reſidence of the King, and gives its 
Name to the whole Empire. The Coun- 
try hereabouts is flat, as i alſo the City it- 
ſelf; ee are prodigious long and 
broad, in which continual Markets ave 
kept, Aer of Kine; Cotton, Elepliants- 
Teeth, or Etirapean Wares; and notwith;- 
ſtanding, tliey are kept very clean. She 
Houſes are large and handſome, with Clay 
Walls, and cover'd-on Top with Reed, 
Straw, or Leaves. It is pleaſantly fituated 
on a River bearing its-own'Name. It was 
once a very populous Place, but ſome Years 
| fince, the King cauſing two Street-Kings, 
(ho are Uke our Aldermen, or Common- 
Council- men) to be leilbd, under Pretence 
of attempting his Life, tho the Contrary 
evidently appear'd to the whole World, and 
that he did it only to get their Wealth, 
which he did. This led the King to ſeek 
TT for 
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for a third, but this Street-King, or Alder- 
man, was ſo. well-beloy'd by his Fellow- 
Citizens, that he had timely; Notice given 
him of his Prince's Intentions, and accor- 
dingly took his Flight, accompanied with 
three Fourths of the Inhabitants of the Ci- 
ty. Upon which the King caus'd the Mi- 
litia of the Country to purſue them, and 
oblige them to return; but they met with 
a Repulſe, and was. thereupon fore d to re- 
tire. The King made a ſecond ; Attempt, 
in which. likewiſe he fail'd; whereupon 
the Alderman incens'd and fluſh'd with 
Victory, came directiy to the City, where 
he plunder d and pilfer d, ſparing. no. Place 
but the King's Palace. After which he re- 
tir d, but continu'd for Ten Vears to rob 
the Inhabitants of Benin, till, at length, at at 
the Interceſſion of ſome Europeans a Peace 
Was concluded between him and the King, 
by which he was pardon'd, and entreated 
to return to his former Habitation, but the 
Alderman would not truſt him, but lives 
about Three Day's Journey from Benin, 
where: he has as great a Court and State as 
the King, However, the returning Citizens 


were na receiv d, and many of them 
preferr'd 


* 
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preferr d to honourable Offices, in order to 
induce the reſt to return, but that was of 
no Force, for they who were with the Al- 
derman thought themſelves as well off, and 
ſo _ City has continu'd long FE: 


"Tus King 8 Galt is ſituated in a a very 
| Large Plain. The firſt Place we come in- 
to, is, a very long Gallery which is ſuſtain- 
ed by fiſty-eight ſtrong Planks, which are 
only hack'd out rough. At the End of 
which we come to the Mud-wall with 
three Gates, at each Corner one, and ano- 
ther in the Middle. At the Top of all is. 
fix'd a large Copper Snake, which is well 
caſt and carved. Entring one of theſe 
Gates we next come into a Plain, which 
is about a Quarter of a Mile Square, and 
encompaſs d with a low Mud-wall; then 
we come to another Gallery, which has a 
Gate leading to the third Gallery, which 
is ſupported by Human Figures. Going 
through a Gate we come to the fourth 
Gallery, beyond which is the King's Houſe. 
Here is another Snake. In his Anti-cham- 
ber his three Great Lords attend, who ac- 
* 


* 
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quaint the King with the Defires of his 
Subjects and report his Anſwers, for no 
other Perſon dare to come nearer to him 
than the Diſtance of Thirty Paces. The 
King appears publickly but once a Year, 
and that is at the Cox AI-F RAS Tr, as 
they call it, when he comes to the Plain 
moſt magnificently dreſs d, attended by 
his Wives, Prime Miniſters of State, and 
all the Gentry, or Vice-roys, where His 
Majeſty ſacrifices to his Gods in the open 
Air, which begins the Feaſt ; the Nobles 
and Gentry follow his Example, and the 
Day proceeds with all Manner of Drink- 
ing, &c. and concludes with great Mirth 
and Gladneſs. It is call'd the Coral-Feaſt, 
becauſe at this Time the King beſtows the 
Strings of Coral on thoſe, whom he ad- 
vances to any Preferment, or Poſt of Ho- 
nour, which he never does, but on this Fe- 
ſtival, unleſs a particular wan of State 


. e it. 


8 to Religion, they believe there is a 
God, the efficient Cauſe of all Things, but 
like the reſt of the Guineans they are ſu- 
perſtitiouſly and idolatrouſly inclin'd. 


ON 
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on Marat, the Twentieth of April, 
1727, we took the Advantage of a calm 
Day, and embark'd, from Fiydah, in the 
following Manner: Our Canoe lay afhore 
upon the Beach, with her Head towards 
the Sea, and thoſe who were Paſſengers 
ſtepp'd in, and fate down'fhug in the Fore- 
Part of her, becaufe the Aﬀer-Part is for 
the Canoe-men to ſtand to their Paddles, 
being thirteen, commonly eleven, in'N um- 
ber. When we were fix'd in our Places, 
the Negroes took hold of the Canoe, and 
having watch'd a convenient Opportunity 
they run her off upon the Back of a Wave, 
and all leap'd in, and handled their Pad- 
dles with ſuch Expedition and Dexterity, 
that before the Return of the next Wave, 
they had puſh'd her out of Danger of the 
Shore Breakers, bit that was not all; for 
about Thirty Yards -6ff lies a Bar, where 
the Sea breaks with greater Violence than 
on the Shore. However, they got her 
ſoon over there likewiſe; and about Forty 


| Yards on the Outſide 5 which, lies ano- 


ther Bar which is the moſt dangerous of 


all: Between theſe two Rows of Breakers, 
1 


3 
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which roar'd like Thunder, we Haid by on 
our Paddles near a Quarter of an Hour; 
and at laſt the Men, ſeeing x monſtrous 
great Wave break, they, on a ſudden, 

male a Puſh towards it, and darted their 
Canoe quite through the ſucceeding Wave, 
which was pretty ſmall, as they always 
are, and only wet us a little, thereby dif- 
appointing the huge Train of our Atten- 
damits, I mean the Sharks, who ſwarm'd 
about us, and waited with Tmpatiente to 
ſee the Bottom of our Canoe turn'd up- 
wards. Theſe voracious Animals dlten fol- 
low the Canoes, chro- the Breakers, quite 
athore, in Hopes of Prey. And whenever 
the Rat be hi committed to the dea, which 


happens almoſt every Day, While Ships are 


in this Road, the Sharks give ſuch due At- 


tendance that the Corps can no ſooner touch 
the Water, than it is immediately torn to 
Pieces, and devour'd before our Faces, ne- 
vertheleſs we got ſafe to our Ship: And at 
Break of Day next Morning weigh'd, and 
ſet Sail from thence, defigning for the I- 
fland of Princeſi, where we intended to 
take in Wood, Water, and Proviſions for | 
our Voyage home. Accordingly, after 


_ ſome 
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ſome contrary Winds and bad Weather, 
we arriv'd there on Swe. the * of 
May. | 


Tus isa Gall INand belonging to the 
EKing of Portugal, and lies in the Latitude 
of 1 deg. 30 min. N. It is very mountai- 
nous and woody, except where the Portu- 
gueſe Lugars, or Plantations . are. This I- 
ſland is peſter d with ſeveral Sorts of Apes, 
and I have been aflur'd by a Portugueſe 
Factor here, who is a Native of England, 
that a luſty young Slave of his was one 
Day attack'd by a Poſſe of theſe Monkies, 
who ſoon overpower'd and tore him to 
Pieces; but before they had quite devour- 

ed him, one of the Town's Men, coming 
Home that Way with a Gun, fir d among 
them, and diſpers d them; by which 
Means che Manner of his Death. was diſ- 
cover d. 

We is extraordinary good freſh Wa- 
ter, with which we ſtor'd ourſelves, alſo 
Wood enough for the Cutting. But freſh 
© Proviſions were very dear, we knew they 
Were much cheaper at St. 7 home, another 
Peortugueſi 
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Portugueſe Iſland, lying directly under the 
Line, but then their Water is not good, 
becauſe they have but one Spring upon the 

Iſland, in which the Negroes are continu- 
ally waſhing themſelves with Soap; ſo that 
by the Time this Water runs from the Top 
of the Hill down to the Sea-ſide, tis no- 
thing but Sudds, enough to poiſon our 
Men, for which Reaſon we did not touch 


Tut Houſes here are two Story high, 
. neatly built of Wood, and ſurrounded with 
handſome Balconies, after the Portugueſe 
_ Faſhion, Here is alſo a Monaſtery hav. 
ing more Black Friars and Noun. than 

eh ir ones. | 

11 . ee Stay here we bought up 

what freſh Proviſions we could get, though 
at a very dear Rate; we alſo took in 

Wood and Water, fallicjent for our Voy- 

age home, and hove down our Ship, and 


5 carden d her. Being thus fit for n 


eee e the Sixteenth * 
| As and on ie we croſs d 


. 


7 
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owe EquinoRtial Line, and paid 28 . 
On the Twenty- third about Seven in the 
Morning we had a diſtant View of Cape 
Lopez; which lies in one Degree South La- 
-titude, being the laſt Sight we had of the 
African Shore. It was there, that memo- 
rable Battle was fought between Sir C Halb- 
ner Ogle, and Roberts the famous Pirate, 
whom he took, and was knighted for 1 
doing. The Weymouth and Swallow Men 
of War carried the Pirates to Cape Cooft, 
Where they were tried and condemmid, ſe- 
veral of whom were hanging in Chains 
when I was there; others who upon Trial 
© appear'd leſs criminal had the Favour of the 
Court to indent with the Company's Agents 
for Ten Vears Servitude; one of whom 1 
lav at Cummenda, and Was s told The Wed 
very Ny and well. 
"0 "Now we are Uritert®: upon a long hd 
tedious Voyage, not hoping to ſee any Land 
for the Space of a Quarter of a Year, nor 
had we any Ship in Company with üs How- 
8 we reſolved to divert ourſelves the beſt 
we could; and what contributed in a great 
| Meaſure to my AR was the Com- 


pany 


— 


pany of Mr. Charles M beeler, ho had been 
a Factor to the Royal African Company for 


Ten Lears in Guinea, and was now return- 


„„ e e ee 


— 1. 


pe n n W reſided: in 


O a long Time, was undoubtedly ac- 
quainted with the ſeveral: Cuſtoms of the 
Guineans, and. likewiſe: with their, Paſſions, 
Anclinations, and Diſpoſitions, which ren- 
- a der'd his'Company diverting; and as the 
Subſtance of our ſeveral Converſations can- 


. «not; L believe, ber diſpleaſing to the Rea- 


Alder, SENT e 20h mw Ar e 
on. * 1 1815 11 5 5 SES — _— 


od 
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eee Fits Years, and it my innate De- 
ire of ſeeing Old England, and Londen the 
Place of my Nativity, did not urge my 
PHeparture, I might continue here, live 
ien and die in Peace. When I firſt 
eame here, I Was, as all others are, quite 

| - -uffacquainted' with. the Nature and Diſpo- 
* © Gitions: of the Inhabitants,” and of the ſeve- 
wo i Cuſtoms of the Country; but Time 
20 ome: "Obſervation ſoon.. diſclos'd them to 
e . 2 5 2 me. 
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: J thought, for Inſtance; that Poly- 
| rk or the having a Multiplicity of 
| | Wives at one Time, was a very bad Cu- 
| | ſtom, but I ſoon found that my Averſion 
| to it was only the Prejudice of a different 
| Education; for when I was a little habited 
to this Cuſtom, I found it reſembled the 

Method practiſed by the Patriarchs of the 
wy Teftament. | However, it may be ob- 
{1 "OS that a Man is not oblig'd to have 

more Wives than he pleaſes; and tis com- 
mon for the moſt prudent of the Natives, 
who live by Merchandiſe, to have no more 
1 than two, or four at moſt: The Reaſons 
1 they aſſign for this Practice are the fol- 
f ES. lowing ; firſt, That it was handed down 
to them by their Fathers; ſecondly, That 
| they never cohabit with: a Woman when 

- ſhe is pregnant or menſtruous; thirdly, 

| That two or more being Rivals for the Af- 
5 fections of the Man, they ſtudy and en- 
| deavour to pleaſe him; and fourthly, That 
1 as a Man may have Variety at Home, he is 

| not ſo prone to ſeek it Abroad, I know 
. ſeveral who live chaſtely and ſoberly in this 
Method, and have often thought that the 
05 Prachce: of too g Europeans was more 

| = - 8 
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liable to Cenſure, who beſides a Wife keep 
two or three Harlots. Nay, the European 
is really in a very dangerous Fault, for he 
is taught, that ſuch an Action is contrary 
to the Religion he profeſſes, and for which 
he is liable to Damnation; nothing of 
which the Negroe believes, or is taught to 
believe; ſo far from which, that he herein 
follows the Example of his Anceſtors, and 

treads in the Path of Abrabam the Patri- 
arch, which undoubtedly was right. Dif- 
ferent Nations have different Cuſtoms, and 
conſequently different Ideas of one and the 
ſame Thing: In Guinea, tis Chaſtity not 
to have Commerce with a Woman during 
her Pregnancy, but what European thinks 
it vicious to have? Is ſuch an Abſtinence 

for the Good, Long Life, and Health of 
Poſterity ? Of this the Chriſtian, though 
he were convinc'd, his Religion permits 
and neceſſitates a contrary Way of Action. 
For I cannot act always as I would, be- 
ing 'impel'd by Cuſtom, Education and 
popular Error, to act contrary to the Sen- 
timents of my own Mind. Nature is the 
beſt School, her Leſſons are true, and her 

Pictates are univerſal. | 

| 3% 
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IN Cubes ' you never oben of a wow 
and the Reaſon is plain, the young Ladies 
arè not taught by the Priefts, that the Gra- 
tification of their darling Puſſion is a dam 
näble Crime, as. they are by the Chriſtian 
Apoſtles in Europe, which occaſions many» 
religious Girls of tender Conſciences to re- 
main refractory to the inceſſant and paſſio- 
nate Addreſſes of their Suitors, :who'ſotne= 
times through Deceit and Force ſeize the 
long will d- for Prize: But here the Vouth 
who addreſſes the Fair proceeds: not on the 
ſame Principles; his Suit is urg'd by no o- 
ther Motives than thoſe Which ariſe from 
pure Nature; whereas there, Ambition, 
Pride, Fancy, Avarice, Spite, Malice, Re- 
venge and Hatred, are too generally and 
almoſt always the governing Motives: 1 
Europe, a Man often takes a Faney to a 
Girl for her Gait, or Affectation in Walk- 
ing, the Method of her Smiling, the Fix- 
ing of her Patches, the Ornaments of her 
Head and Perſon, the Largeneſs of her 
. Hoop, or ſome other trifling Thing of the 
like Nature; or, for the Manner of her 
ing, Liſping, Singing, Dancing; Jeſt- 


Ig, 
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ing, or T alking ; or for Late, Honours, 
Trade, Family, Wealth, Riches and Land: 
In Guinea, the Youth, when arriv'd to 
Maturity, lie under none of thoſe Incon- 
veniencies: from the Dictates of Nature, 
thoſe of Europe do, for the Caboceroes 
(or Magiſtrates) provide publick Women 
in every Town, or the young Man may 


purchaſe in the Market a Woman-Slave, | 


cohabit with her as long as he pleaſes, and 


then ſell her again: So that in this Part of 


the World, in the Nature of the Thing it- 
ſelf there can be no Temptation to com- 
mit a Rape; eſpecially if this one Thing 
be conſider d, that the Women of this 
Country make no Scruple, if they have 
but the Opportunity to meet the Embraces 


of the Man: And on the other Hand, the 


Man, if he finds his Fair not in the Hu- 
mour, leaves her for the preſent, and re- 
tires to another; it is much the ſame to 

him, who it is, ſo be his Ends are anfwer- 
ed. But in Europe we are ſo beſotted, 
that we often dance Days, Months, Years, 
ay Ages, ſpend our Prime, ruin our For- 
tunes, Health, Vigour, &c. in the Purſuit 
of one Woman, and frequently miſs the 
e = Ni ee 
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Prize, or if gain'd, generally bee 


Hatred and Miſery enſue. Suppoſe in Eu- 
rope, when a young Man ſets out in the 

World, he could purchaſe a Concubine, 
and cohabit with her during Pleaſure, and 
then either give her her Liberty, or ſell her 
again, would it not be better than, as the 
common Practice is, to cuckold their 
Neighbours, debauch their Daughters, and 
get with Child their own Maid-ſervants, 
which inevitably brings on the Parties, ö 

| Ruin and Deſtruction? | 


ALL the Time I ld s &4 _ 
once heard of thoſe deteſtable and unna- 
tural Crimes of Sodomy and Beſtiality, ſo 


much practic d among Chriſtians. Whe- 


ther i it is better to be Negroe in Morality, 


or an European, is with me eaſily decided. 


A. Guinean by treading in the Paths pre- 
ſcrib'd him by his Anceſtors, Paths natu- 
ral, pleaſant and diverting, is in the plain 
Road to be a good and happy Man ; but 
the European has ſought ſo many Inven- 
tions, and has endeavour d to put ſo many 
Reſtrictions upon Nature, that it would be 
next to a Miracle if he were either happy 
or 


nu 
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or. good. Tell the Guinean of Chaſtity, 


and of living Celibate, and he laughs at it 
as a Chimera, and fays, that there is nei- 


| th& Chaſtity nor Modeſty in living the 
Life of a Monk or a Nun, and that that 
i Religion which puts on Nature ſuch Ne- 


gatives is a Religion unreaſonable and un- 


natural. Chaſtity and Modeſty, he fays, 


conſiſts in refraining from Women when 


they are pregnant or menſtruous, and in 
not lying with Women in the Streets, or 


before another Man: For which Reaſon . 


it is, when they go to the publick Harlot, 
that they leave their Staff at her Chamber- 
Door, as a Token, and the next Comer 
does not enter till the other is gone : But 
in Europe, the daily Practice of the Rakes 
is quite the Reverſe, they lie with a Whore 
all round, in the Preſence of one another, 
and I have known this to be the Caſe 
when a Dozen has been preſent. Nay, 


the Publick Women here are fo chaſte, 
that they will not admit a ſecond Man, no 


nor a Woman, to be preſent while the Act 
is performing. So widely different is the 
Practice of theſe (whom we call ignorant) 


People from the Practice of the Whores 
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in Europe, . who, continually, lie with Men 
in the Streets, Fields, Sc. and who ad-. 


mit as many to be preſent at the Act as 
pleaſe, if they apprehepd no Danger from 
the, Magiſtrate. Another good Cuſtom 
vails which ſhews their Modeſty and 
Chaſtity, the Whores do not frequent the 
Streets, as in the great Cities and _ 
of Europe. The thinking World ma may ſee 
| how, immodeſt, how vicious, the Chriſtian 
Whores are, who daily employ themſelves 
to delude the Vouth, and who ſwarm our 
Streets, and like the Devil run up an and 
down ſeeking whom to devour. "OT 
| Some Cuſtoms among theſe — at 
their firſt Appearance ſeems very ſtrange. 
A Grandee, beſides his two Wives, has 
many Concubines, perhaps Thirty, Forty, 
or more, and he lives with them much in 
the fame Manner, as Abraham and the Pa- 
triarchs of old did, and- they in like Com- 
plaiſance call him Lord and Maſter. When 
he is viſited by another Grandee, who 
comes one or two Days Journey, and per- 
haps deſigns to ſtay there ſome Time, he 
gives. 110 Viſitant the Choice of one of his 5 
hs Concu- 
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Concubines to be his Companion, and; to 
lie with him during his Stay. This Offer 
has often been made me, eſpecially when 
I viſited a King, for it is a Compliment 
that is ul ways paid an European. The firſt - 
Time this happen d I a{k/d. their Reaſons, 
for ſueh a Practice; I Was ſoon anſwer d. 
that / it. was to keep me chaſte. and regular. 
How keep me chaſte. and regular, fai I, 
when you tempt me to Fornication. Why, . 
ſaick the King, is-it a din to lie with a Wo- 
man? Ves, I. ſaid, unleſs I was married to 
her. And did you never, faid the King, 
in your own- Country, lie with a Woman 
unmarried? Here I hefitated, and found I. 
oould ee en and iter. 
bade fad he, you eee e 
Uſe to make of her. Accordingly, one 
of the Captains of the Seraglio, preſented. 
me with a young Lady in her Prime, her 
jen mn tall, and ſhe was well propor- 
J muſt acknowledge, that the 
5 3 * produc'd ſome Emotions in 
me in her Favour. The King aſk d me, 
if I lik'd her? I anſwer d, that I did. On 
3 appointed me a 


— 


juſt by bis own Palace, and allotted us le- 
veral Slaves to attend us during my Stay. : 


As 1 had Vat to ſpekk thei Laugrage 
ſo as to be underſtood, I aſk'd my Black 
Lady, when we were retir d to our Apart- 
ment in the Evening, what was the Rea- 
ſon of this Cuſtom? She told me, that the 
Deſign of it was to prevent Adultery; the 
two Ladies you ſaw about the Perſon of 
the King are his two Wives and Queens, 
whom no Man dare touch, under Pain of 
Death on the Diſcovery ; therefore, that 
the Perſon viſiting may lie under no Temp- 
tation to commit ſo foul a Crime, it is cu- 
ſtomary to preſent the Viſitant with one of 
us for the Time he ſtays, who ſometimes. 
purchaſe or beg us of our Maſter. Hence, 
faid ſhe, you will never hear among us, 
what you relate of the Europeans, that the 
Viſitant cuckolds the Huſband, and de- 
bauches his Daughters, and Women: ſer- 
vants. During ls Converſation, and 
whilſt we were at Supper, J could not for- 
bear viewing my Fair with an amorous Eye, 
her Hair was done up in a Ringlet, ſet 
with precious Stones, from whence divers 

5 Jocks 5 
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Locks of Hair beſet with Diamonds de- 
| ſcended from behind, and looſely play'd 155 
upon her jetty Breaſts and Shoulders; her 
Neck was adorned with a String of Coral, 
beſet with Rubies; her Arms were quite 
naked, fave that her Wriſts were adorn'd 
With two Strings of glittering Stones. Her : 
lovely Breaſts, whoſe Softneſs fo the Touch 5 
othir can exceed, were quite bare, 
* was her Body to her Waſte. From T 
Necklace, or Sung of Coral, went both 
behind and before a Chain of Gold which 
were faſten'd to the Garment which went 
_ round her Waſte, . This Garment, which 
was of the fineſt Silk, reach'd A little be- 
ow her Knees. Her Legs were quite bear, | 

except her Feet, on which ſhe wore San- 


I 


no o deſpicable Fi ure, 7 though e was 
black chat was amply recompenc d by the 
Soſtneſs of her Skin, the beautiful Propor- 
tion and exact Symmetry of each Part of 
her Body, and the natural, pleaſant and in- 
= artificial Method of her Wer, She 
Was not forward, nor yet coy, when 1 ny | 
fed her lovely Breaſts, the gently ſtroak 
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te equal Ardour and Fervency. iy ought” to 
tell vou, that the- Ladies of this Country 
7 imagine it noFault to be free, no nor to be 
fond of a Man; - their Notion i is,” that they 
were made for their Diverſion as, Well as 
Uſſe, and therefore they ſay they ought to 
. excite in the Man amorous Thoughts and 
Degßres. My Lady therefore deſir d. that 
. pull: off my Coat, Waiſtcoat and 
Shirt: Which 1 did, bee ber Lady- 


7 ſhip embric'd n me ſeveral. times, ſtroaking 
me from my 7 Shoulders to 15 Waſte, both 


© behind and before. At Midnight we went 
to Bed, and in that Situation I ſoon” forgot 
the Complexion of my Bedfellow, aid o- 
bey ' d the Dictates of all- powerful Nature. 
Greater Pleaſure I never found, and dur- 


2 _ mg my Stay, if Paradiſe: is to be found i in 


the Enjoyment of 2 Woman, 1. was Pen 
mim the Poſſeſſion of i it. Hl 


' Tus E. next Wg we e our 
© Diſcourſe, and ſhe told me, that if I was 
' to ſtay here a Length of Time, Chaſtity 
© would oblige her to refrain my Company. 
How, iid I, what does your Ladyſhip 


Y x mean W that? Pray” — yourſelf. - Vou 


ſhould 


* 
i * ; 
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ſhould not, ſaid ſhe, conv TC, with me, | 


when I am either menſtruous or: pregnant. 


Pray, ſaid I, what is the Reaſon for that? 


we do not refrain in Europe. Nature, re- 
plied ſhe; forbids it. Ay, ſaid I, you ſur- 
prize me] I, will tell you, ſaid ſhe, our 
- Reaſons, - if a Child be begotten. when a 
| | that Child will be 


fl d with Diſtempets, be unhealthy; and 


Hot live out half his Days. If you White ; 
"FP do not obſerve this Rule, there are 


barten you, n Sickly, Diſcaſed, Ri- 


Truth was known, few, Children live to 
Mens Eſtate. I was greatly ſurpriz d at 
this, and begg d her Ladyſhiꝑ to inform 


me, how ſhe came by the Knowledge of 


theſe Diſtempers, which ſhe. call'd Euro- 


ul an., She told me, that fome Time ago, 
9 French Doctor, Who had fallen into the 


Hands of her Maſter, was the Perſon from 


a bem ſhe learnt, and from certain Books 7 


f Phyſick he had left her, which ſhe 
ſhew'd me. Well, but faid 1; why not 
Ihen you are pregnant? That alſo, faid 
he, 3 and Prudence have forbid. 
_ Rn 
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"Theſe Doctrines, elpecially the faſt . 


refin'd, that I could not, at firſt, ſee the 
Uſe of it, and regarded them as ſuperſti- 


tous; but her Ladyſhip ſoon convinc'd me 
dähat it was for the Good of the riſing Ge- 
neration to refrain from Copulation during 
Pregnancy. However, I could not forbear 

_ aſking her, how her Ladyſhip could re- 
frain from Copulation all that Time? She 

| faid, that when a Woman is pregnant, Na- 


ture is fully and pleaſantly employ d; that 


her Thoughts tended towards the Child in 
her Womb, and that ſhe neither deſir d 
Converſe with Man; nor wanted it; and 
that it being the Cuſtom” of the Country 
neither Party ſought its Contradiction; for 
this Reaſon, faid ſhe, the King ſaid you 
ſhould have another Concubine, if your 
Stay was long. And then ſhe affirm'd, 
that among Black People there was Chaſti- 
ty, true Chaſtity and Modeſty, but among 
White People; (for I had told her how re- 


pugnant our Practice was to this) there is 
none. She offer'd to prove, - that the Ob- 


| ſervation of theſe two Rules were the Rea- 
| ſons why the Natives of that Region were 


ſo healthy, ſtrong and long-liv'd. Indeed, 
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- ſhe faid; chat thoſe on the Sea-Coaſt had 


met with an Abbreviation from Six-ſcore to 


five, occaſion'd by the Uſe of a Life- hort: 
ning Liquor, e thither * the Rove. 


Hau. 2 


* 


natural Judgment, and I took great De- 


light in her Converſation; and had ſhe 
been White, I ſhould have begg d her of 
the King. One Day ſhe entertain d me 
with a Relation of the Juſtice of the King 
her Maſter: At the Extremity, ſaid ſhe, 
of his Dominions, on an Iſthmus, ſome 
Fears ago; there ſtood a Town, the Inhas 
bitants of which, by the Conflux of Eu- 
ropeant, of different Nations reſiding among 
them; had learnt their Vices, and particu- 


larly that deteſtable and unnatural one of 


Sodomy. It was then a large and popus 


lous Place, and the Trade thereof was of 


great Service to his Majeſty's Subjects; but 


he fearing that their unimatural Vices would 


communicate themſelves te the other Farts | 


of his Dominions, / he 
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both Men, "Women and Children. When 
ſhe had ended, I faid, I could not ſee the 
Juſtice of the Act, for according to her 
Ladyſhip's Relation, the Innocent as well 
as the Guilty ſuffer d. True, faid ſhe; and 
J expected the Objection, but had the King 
proceeded to make ſuch Inquiry, and to 
have ſeparated as you call it, the one from 
the other, he could not have eompaſs d his 
Defign ; the Ring- leaders, in ſuch Caſe, 

coul y have been punidh'd, andi that by 
Sonviction of Evidence ; and re have no 
Priſons, Judges, Lawyers; Gaolers, Cr. 
here, as you have in Europe, and it were 
fir better to deſtroy the Innocent. of this 
Place, than purpoſely to ere& Innovations, 
which in the very Nature of their Inſtitu- 
tion 1 intreduce enen, and Ty- 
eſtruction, Diſeaſe and Death. 

Ee did Bot E dbem their Crime, nor- for 
what he deſtroy'd- them; but like a wiſe 
Phyſician he eut off the mortified Part 'of 
Lots minions to ſave the Whole. In the 
ment of ſo monſtrous a Crime; con- 

ik -herLadyſhip, Juſtice and Prudence 

=: dictate that it were better to cut off many 
Perſons, ENS Lol Ry | 


eſcape; for had one Sadat  eſcap'd "the 
would have propaga 4 tho Oiled, and'thir 
might have happen'd, if a"Scrutiny had 
beg don b pz er e ee 
baue Nations in > Frag) to give her an 
. Arours, "-1rold' has," that 
when I leſt Europe, I was young, and al. 
moſt ignorant thereof. This I ſaid, Ho- 
Le for F was afraid of fort 
HG 6 ck Ber Colt $681 ufd 
the, ſaying, Pray, White ran, do ft a 
well'as you can. Compliment, Lying, 
Flattery, Deceit, Ge. are of no ger vice 
dere, and therefore I derte, . es pro-. 
teed, which F did us: cet? 

. 
chuſes a Wife ſuitable” for her Fortune! 
Fortune, fad tlie, pray, "what'& that?" K 
18 r dhe Fa- 
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rents give with their Daughter to the Per- 
Jon who marries her. So, ſays the, the 
Man is led by Gain, not Nature: It is 
odds, continu'd the, - but. among the Peo- 
ple you come from, as that is the Caſe, 
Intereſt governs in your Marriages, and the 
Man and Woman is link'd together, and 
neither with their Conſents , one Woman 
may have many  Suitors, Who, after the 
Marriage of one of them, the Woman 
may indulge: This ſeems conſequential, 
and likewiſe, that many cannot marry, a- 
grecable to their Intereſt, ambitious: Views, 
and therefore live ſingle the better Part of 
their Lives, and at length marry when they 
are old, and produce a puny Race; but 
pray proceed. Courtſhip, ſaid I, is ac- 
counted a very pleaſant Employ i in Europe, 
and we often ſpend ſeveral, Years therein; 
in which we at one Time, addreſs this 
young Woman, write to that, and keep 
a criminal Converſation with a third. How 
different, ſaid ſhe, is your Method from 
ours; the Youth here, when he is mind- 
ed to marry, fr es not to the Girl, but 
to the ne and if ſhejis. not 2 
other in Mani iage, ſhe 


ven 


8 * 
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ven to him; 1 fancy, added ſhe, that you | 
court away all the Love you have for a 
Woman before you marry, get acquainted 
with Harlots, and hate ever after; | I with- 
ed I could have concluded this Dialogue 
here; but pray, ſaid this La "proceed. 
When we are to be married, we appoint a 
Day, and the Parties are attended toChurch, 
the Bridegroom by his Parents, Relations, 
ee _ the Bride aue with 
are the Bride's Men, and their Uſe? This 
ſhock'd me, and I fin would 
have evaded the Anſwer, but though I en- 
deavour d 5 — ſtill — La9porx | 
— nn Le — 
all 3 within en 3 
were generally e, Mea, a= hs 
linquiſhing 2 to lie with - 
—— Men, of her Nei zh- 
2 — man nn 
Time they; ſeem'd 82. kD but were 
—— to add to the Grandeur of 
a 2 the 


* 
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BED nt nome luton that Binds, pus thy. 
king. She aſſur d me, there was no ſuch 
Cuſtom among the Guinaans: Every Man 
got-his'own Maidenhead, tho ſhe believ d 
according ta the Account I had. given, few 
Women in Europe preſented en Hate 
n chew Madondeadiser 1 oil 
4: Pars | | 
0 Annas is higher Calla ui sdng % 
M.,arriage practis d in ſome Parts of Guinea, 
worth Obſervation, and that is this: The 
King on a Set- Day, once every Year, aſf- 
ſembles all the young Men and Maidens in 
1 chat mou n 
Age, a enen ah they are jan d in 
Wedlock; and if it ſo happens that more 
Women come than Men, as is generally 
the Caſe, then a Regiſter is made of thoſe 
young Wamen ſo reer bf brag | 


bands firſt the next Year. - By this Method 
a young Woman is certain when the ſhall 
be married, and therefore the young Wo- 


men mo are not e with that cur- 
= 
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ſed Diſtemper call d the Green. Sickneſs, as 
en Dime; Who, many of them, 
| ammo ne 
Ne | 

5 535 iT ate 

0 pole e which 
—— of the World enjoy be- 
fore thoſe of Europe, muſt here be men- 


tioned particularly, Which is, their La- | 


bours. Theſe ate Times with chem ſo 
1 ealyy ſo kind, ſo natural and ſo good, that 
they have no Need of Mid wives, Doctors, 
er- and I have tay my £0 
ag de-ubroad — er. The 
aſorememion d Lady aſſur d me, that this 
was owing to the following Cauſes: Firſt, 
Their Chaſtity; in refraining from Caition 
during Pregnaney, Sc. Secondly, To the 
Manner of their Cloathing, which was {6 
eontriv'd as to confine no one Part of the 
| Body... And Thirdly, To the natural and 
ſunple Way, of their Living. She found 
un ray eee ee from thence, 
va we as from the Multitude of other Di- 
„ 
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ſtempers and damnable Inconveniences our 
Women, thror agh their Pride and uxury, 
| had brought 3 themſelves. ' 


\ As s to the Education of . Children | 
that alſo differs widely rom the Method 
practis d among the Europeans. The de- 
ſpotick and arbitrary Power of the Parent 
is very ſerviceable; it keeps their Vouth in 

f Awe, and makes them obedient. If a Son 
proves untowardly, (which, by the Way, 


| bilbre the Caboceroes, alledging his Fault, 


Sc. when the Youth is admoniſh'd. to be 
dutiful for the future: Which if he is not, 
he is a ſecond Time brought before them, 
and reprov'd and admoniſh'd ; but if he i ls 
brought a third Time, then he is immedi- 
ately order'd to be fold, which accordingly N 
is done in the Slave-Market the next Mar- 
. ket-Day. The Son is early bred to the 
fame Employ his Father exerciſes ; ſo that 
the Son's Ambition is to ſucceed his Fa- 
ther, whoſe Death he never once deſires, 
| mo too ant Children i in Europe vey and 
the 
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the Reaſon. is plain; becauſe; no As 
ence ariſes to the Son. ATA 
ſer at a particular Age, has ha: Hil Wife, or 
Wives, Houle, and Slaves of hig own,. gi- 
ven him, with which he is always content. 
In this Situation, the Parent has no Power 
to ſell the Child, unleſs the Child ſhould 

be found in an Attempt againſt the Life of 

| es. ; 3 is b 
no Wil but that of Hot Panini zi all her 
Endeavour is to pleaſe them, who, in the 
Caſe: of her Marriage, put no Negatives up- 
on her, but take Care that 3 a Huſ- 


1 Ed f 5 1 | „ 5 
band, when ſhe is by Nature to 
/ #0 4 7 3 - * 
5 >: ® s | : 4 3 — 
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As to the 8 wed 3 
nerals, many of them are very ridiculous: 
We in Europe think that Crying and How- 
ling about the Street for a Week is abſurd, 
ing for a Twelve- month, equally ſo. But 
there is one Cuſtom, which they obſerve, 
very beneficial to Society; and that is, that 
wy never bury in their Towps and "bes 
t 
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but carry their Dead four:or be Miles Di- 
_ _ gs Fane in the Sand, o. uß· 
in the ſame Manner, if it were not for the 
following Reaſons: The Gain of the Pa- 
iſh Prieſt, and che abſurd and ridiculous 
Notions uf the Efficacy of Chriſtian Burial, 


we Chriſtians introduc'd the Traffick: * 
Slaves, and that before our Coming they 
he d in Peace; but, ſay they, it is obſer- 
' vable, that where-ever Chriſtia 
there come with it a Sword, G * 
der and Pall. And indeed thus n gay 
right, for the hy ta | 


War one walk greg W aa ett . 
«pv ihe Whole; Whether ies 8 


ner of Action in this Country is ſo good as 
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F 


that Harp. ought 40 be judg'd, by ring 
ts. And 1 doubt not eee 
Examination of the Premiſea, 
it would be found, that we Chriſtians have 
as many idle ridiculous! Notions. and Cu- 
ſtoms as the Natives of fee hoes; i 
mee Thus far Mr. Mbecle. 
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Rr tet in South . 

He ſhap'd gur Courſe North-Nor 

elt crolling the Line, on n Ng the the 
F. 725 5 F Fane, The — 4 e we {ell i into 
the Cams that are always under, or near 
the Line at theſe Times of the Yeat, elpe- 
cially between the North-Eaſt, . and $12 
Eaſt Trade Winds. This Weather pro 
very s comfortlels to us, being dark, = 0 
rainy that the Men, who were oblig'd to 
= the Deck, had not Changes enough of 
| Cloaths to keep them dry, and tho under 
the Line it appear'd to be cold and raw. 
Once a Day we were fure of 2 Turnadoe, 
by, the Affitance of which we at. laſt got 


Si and ficer'd a 55 We 5 r, four 
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fairly into the true North-Eaſt Trade, and 
with a good cheerful Gale, held ii Werte | 
about North-North-Weſt, till Saturday the 
Firſt of July, being in the Latitude of 13 
deg: 19 min. North, our Ship ſprung a 
Leak; and finding that ſhe made more 
Water than both Pumps could diſcharge, 
we could not chuſe but be under ſome Con- 
ſternatiop, ve being ſo far from Land, und 
having n ho Ship i in Company with us. How- 

_ ever che "Captain, with a great deal of Wn 
rrepidity, ſarch'd* 'every Place he could 
l in the Hold b. ip find the Leak, 
and at laſt diſcover d a ſmall one cloſe up 
by her Stern, 'abotit a Foot under” Water, 
which being impoſſible t to come at, on the 
| Outſide, ' by Reafon of . the Ship 8 pitching 
or dipping under Water; we therefore. re- 
mov d Part of our Cargo, which rais'd her 
Bow à little higher out of the Water, and 
conſequently caſed the Leak. However, the 
Water ſtill encreaſed flowly upon us, fotha 
the Pains we had hitherto taken ſcem'd: but 
ineffectual; yet we reſolv'd- to bear away 
before the Wind, which mightily eaſed the 
Strain the Ship labour'd under, when cloſe 
haul d, infomuch that we found we could 
| Juſt 
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keep her juſt at a Par, and-diſcharge the 
Water with both Pumps as faſt as it came in. 
| We then conſulted what was beſt to be done, , 
and according to the Captain's Propoſal a 
greed to make the beſt of our Way for the 
Weſt-Indies, being then in the N orth · Eaſt 
Trade Wind, and as 1 before obſerved i in 
the Latitude of 13 deg. 19 min, North, 
Weſterly Courſe would carry us directly — 
on the Iſland of Barbadoes, which lies in 
| the fame Latitude, Our Diſtance, by Com- 
putation near 700 Leagues, tho“ that was a 
great Way for a ſinking Ship to run, yet 
we were reſolv'd (by God's Permiſſion) to 
keep her above Water as long as poſſible, 
with meer humane Strength; and accord- 
ingly took upon us the following Employ- 
ments. The Captain vvas to ſtand at Helm 
four Hours, and the Chief Mate four Hours 
more, and ſo relieve each other alternately 
in their reſpective Watches. Mr. Charles 
Wheeler before mentioned was to be in one 
Watch, and I in the other, to dreſs all our 
Victuals, and make hot Punch for the poor 


Men at the Pumps, ho were allow /d three 


half Pints each, every Watch, or four 
Hows, to > keep up tet HRS, that la- 1 
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divided i into two Watches, p plied the 
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270 rwepage to G Wikies) 
. boroueWork. Every Body aſe ab airy - 


with the utmoſt Vigour, ' except two bh : e 


black Boys, one of whom was a Preſent, 


from a Factor in Africa, to his Friend in 
England, the other was my Slave who help'd 
Ms Whether and I to make our Fires, to 
clean the Knives, and lay the Cloth, Sr. 
When we had been about Nine or Ten 
Days i in this Extremity, our Men began to 
grow tired and faint with exceſſive Labour, 
and ſome in a diſpairing manner murmur d. 
notwithſtanding they had every Day freſh 
Proviſions Blt'd for them. But we cndea- 


'vour'd to ſooth and humour them tlie Belt 


we could, afforing thera that their Labour 


ett u End, and that we ſhould 
ſoon ſte the Iland of Burbudbes. Our 


Yaul which was a good large five- bar d 
Boat was upon Deck; but our Long- boat 
was ſtowed between Decks, and ſeveral 

were very deſirous to have her brought up, 
and to pur the Sails, Maſts and Oars aboard 


| her and the Yaul ; alfo alt other Neceſſa- 


ries, ſuck 25 Compaſſes, Proviſions, Water, 
Sc. to be ready to take to our Boats in caſe 
of the” worſt. Others of us were very 

much 


much againſt chat Propoſal, Fearing that 
fſome of 6ur Men, who were now grown 
defperate, would take the Advantage of the 
Night to fun away with the Long-boat be- 
ing thus equipp'd ; and leave the others to 
ift for themſelves, who muſt certainly 
| have periſhed, had one Hand been want- 
ing to keep both Pumps inceſſantly at work; 
we therefore conſented that the Long-Boat , 
ſhould ftill remain under Hatches. In theſe 
unhappy times all our curious foreign Ani- 
mals aboard died Tor Want of We At- 


FN 


A, + þ 


rn r At Day, | of our Men, 
* had the L 0 Watch from Four 
o'Clock tiff Eight, dropp'd down dead, or 


more properly ſpeaking fainted away at the 


Pumps, and were carried down like dead 


Men off the Deck; which occafioned our 
| Starbord Watch to be call'd out before the 
Bell rung for Eight. This brought Horror 


and Confuſion into every Body's Counte- 
klance; however being reſoly'd to live as 
tong as we could, Thad provided ſomething 
for Breakfaſt, and whilſt we were eating 


il one of the Men at the Pumps up 
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and roar'd. out as loud as he could bayl; 
Land! Land ! and ran fore and aft the 
| Deck like a Madman, We ne; glecting our 
Food, all look'd out ſharp, 45 preſently 
faw the Land plain enough, which \ was the 
moſt welcom Breakfaſt to us that we ever 
had taſted. It was almoſt Nine o'Clock; 
Sunday Morning, the Sixteenth of July, and 
the — proved to be the Iſland of Bar- 
bvdoei. About Four in the Afternoon we 
anchor d ſafe in Carliſle, Bay, being then 
N full of Ships. That Night, TnOMAS | 
Leaxe, Eſq; who was Agent for the Royal 
MùMmican Company) in Barbadoes, came off to 
| relieve our wearied Men at the Pumps. 
| | The next Morning; {being invited by Mr; 
T.eale, ) I went aſhore, and finding ſcyeral 
| of my old Acquaintance upon the Iſland, I 
Eh was very courteouſly received and kindly 
: entertained among them, during my Stay; 
which was about two or three ung. e | 
1 * = Wy 


| | Ax. TER 1 ho refreſh'd_ 1 5 1 a 
| few Days, I went to pay my Reſpects to 
his Excellency Governor Warfiley, being i in- 
| 
| 


troduced by my learned and | ingenious 5 
os Friend 


Atwage 4 Guinea. 273. 
Friend Doctor Warren, who was a parti- 
cular Favourite af the Goyernour's, and by 


juſt a arrived ed from. 4 rica, ſeem 4 defirous. to 


; 2 Accounts of Guinea? 1 gave 
him a ſhort verbal Deſcription of it, and 
thew 1d bim ſome of 1 ona ws 


rupted. by. an Expreſs which. on. priory 


With the News re 
ene F 

3 no Time yas loft to 
fit and repair, our Ship, for on Tuęſday, the 
Seventeenth they haul'd her a long Side a 
Hulk, which lay in the Bottom of the 
Bay, and while ſome were employ d in 
putting out the Goods aboard the Hulk, in 
order to heave her down and arch her 
Bottom; the reſt kept both P HS. | 
ally at Work, which were now ſcarce able 
8 the Ship. above eee the 
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ters 9 19 e Tat kn, Mr. 
Valle arid other Gentlemen were one 


Day abroad, the Men pump'd a ſmall half- 


conſum'd young Dolphin without either 
Head or Tail, being about three Inches and 
Ralf long; which Captain Living lone cauſ- 
ed to- be put up in Spirits of Wine to bring | 
Home, as being very ſure "that this "its 


*Fiſh had lain ſome Time in the Leak,” and 


Kept out a great many Tons of Watet, to 
the miraculous Preſervation of all our Lives; 
and this ſeemid the more probable bees 


that, {as I before obſerv'd ,) the was now 


grown ſo leaky that they could ſcaroe keep 


her above Water, and were therefore oblig- 


ed immediately to heave her down, Keel 
out of Water alongſide the Hulk, and not 
till then diſcover'd a large gaping Leak with- 
in two ftreaks of her Keel; where ſhe had 
loſt about four Foot of her Sheathing; they 


| ſtripꝰd off all the reſt from that Side of Hen 


Bottom, but found no other Leak of any 
Signification, till they had ſtrip'd the other 
side, where they found a few ſmall ones. 
Her Plank was all ſound and good, nor dict 
her Seams 5 anf Where want Oakam, except 


as. Ma 


T2472 * ; about 


all this was doing I took my Pleaſure aſhore 


3 


about Seven Inches of the aforeſaid Seam, 
where the Piece of Sheathing was loſt. 
The Captain did not think it worth while 
to have a new ſheathed in Barbudbes, on- 


Y well called, and her Bottom well paid 92 


over with a god Coat of Pitch. Whilſt 


upon that rieh fertile, and well inhabited 


Hand, which will be needlefs in me here 


to give any further Deſcription of, being al- 
ready ſo well-known” to moſt Europeant, 
rom the many and true Accounts of it by 
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7 Murata d. Wy our e Ship, and 


taken in all the Goods again from on board 


the Hulk. I took Leave of all my Friends 
upon the Iſland, and on Friday the Eigh- 
teenth of Auguſt we ſet Sail for London, 


When we had croſs d the North-Eaſt Trade, 
and come into the Way of che variable 
Winds in the Latitude of 29 Deg. North, 


we had the good Fortune to meet with briſk: 


Sales of Weſterly, and South Weſt: Winds, 


which ſent us along at the Rate of nine, 
Knots, or nine, ſome times ten Miles an 


Hour. On Friday, the e een of 
* * 
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Cee came 3 
= 5 an Obſerati, . 


ſound. ourſelves; in the Latitude of t the Eu. 


876 Channel. On Monday, M 
Nine /o'Clbek! we made che Lizard, - 


*: _ * 


having a er Gale at Such Welt we made 
the beſt oi aur Way up Channel. 
Day- break the next Morning wo were w. 
the 


* 


breaſt. of che J6.01- Wight, but then. 
Wind chap'd about to-the-Bouth-Eaſt, and 
blewa n , fo that w were o: 
_ bligd to beer up for Portſmouth, and cho 
we hung out a Wiſt, and fired three ſeveral 
Guns, yet no Pilot- Boat wauld venture off 
to us; enter ee ee ec 

1 to carry in the Ship, — be did 
ſaſely, and at Eleven o Clock we anchor d 
in Portſmoerh Harbour, being Tweſday the 
Twentyfixth of September 159277. AsJoon as 
I went afhore, I took a Place in the Stage 
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ſed a particular Cuſtom there 
"0, relating c n Woman who 
bad had Ten Children 222 
ee 1 1 eautiful —_— 
- defer A, N 
3 5 Company's Tin 
n= BT «© 124. 12 -/ gaiſt,) 75 5: 3; Bis: Examination, 
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nt Pen . Ants deferibed,. 191; nematk- 
„* 2 alle Stary of theſa Gentry, 
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man, 208 3 her fs. ob 
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Alderman eie the Ci- 
of Benin, 234» and . 1143 and indutyions, ious 2 
5 ew, eee the King of 3 f 
| «ile A f er Way o — 
Cborbro, | 


237, and Manner 
* the River of: 3 
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7 en ene 5 TONE 
"i the Magitrates al- Fr % 28 0 1 - 7 915 7 
bow of Publick Women, 224 | 3 ES 
- Antober, ths River ²˙ . [aB wy is 
Name, deſerib'd 115, 116 ; | 
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* Nin, „„ Cocodile . 
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| Ballafee, à Kind of Muſical 


Inſtrument uſed by the _ 
cans, deſcrib'd, ; 
Barra, King of 20; his Pa- 
lace e 213 his 


Speech 223 is viſited by Go- 


vernor An Fo 0 


his Excellency 20 
N 
ce, 


Barra Point de 
Beaſts TEN deten d. 
Net 146, 147 
Beais the City \deſcrib'd, 
8 ant its Trade, ib. deſtroy d 
235 
8 or Great Fal the 
* pwn of, deſerib'dʒ 227 ; 
. its River, 228; its Govern- 


ment, 228, 2293 Natives of, 
Cape eee deſcrib'd 100 


Cape Monte deſctib'd,: 101.3 
its Inhabitants induſtrious 104 


live much after the Europeas 
Manner, 2303 puniſh Adul- 
- tery ſeverely, 232, 2333 
talk not obſcene, 232; pay 
no Duties, 2333 King of, the 
. - moſt potent in all Guinea, ib. 


his Court deſcrib'd, 236 
Bauſe iſland, the Fortification 


there deſcrib'd, 40 
Birds, Tropick, deſcribed, 
Boggoe, a fort of Cub deſcrib'd, 


Be 


ſail'd to Guinea in 


| Booges, a Sort of ere | 
»: bers 109 


! Cheri ſtiant, their 8 | 


52 ger 25 


Beſnan, his Miſtake, 5 1 
» Breakers, certain Waves ſo 


called, 94 3 yay dangerous, 


9 
Bucks very {mall in Guinea, 
1 


— e Point deſcribd 15 
— rn King of, his Power + 
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53 
Benerta, the Ship the Author 
6 govern'd by a King, 0 

0 


1 3 can arm Four thouſand 
len * 6 ib, 
6h | C 


I arne Fil [Kind * Kid, 


87 
Callabaſb, a Kind of Plan, 
deſcribed, 

Camelion, how they live, 1 156 
Cape Coaſt, the Fort deſcrib'd, 
1223 e —— 2 us, 
1233 on of the In- 
ae, ib. fine 2 
there * $5 92126 


Cape Palmas deſetibd, 110 
ſavage Nature of the Inhabi- 


tants, 111; ve 5 5 


Caper 8 yy gideſcrib'd - 
of chem, f 
2 | 
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building their ng uſes; 107 ; 
Mr. Harris of Lan | 


Chaſtity, what it is, in Gur: 
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255. 266, 253 | 


Children, the anner of their 


Education, 2103 * er 


6 ent, ſold os 
| Circumciſion, * among ths 
; People of hots: B24 
8 Civet- Cat deſctihd * | 


' Cogkeroch, 
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Eockroch, a Kind of Animal 
deſcrib'd ts 
Cole, a Sort of Tax, 60; a 
Diſtu about it ib. 
ä „ the Women there 
| "very kind A SW i 
Commenda, the Fort” there de- 
ſcribd e e 
Coopers, none wanted in Cam- 
bia, and why 29 
1 5 Caſtle, a Conteſt about 
117 
Coral-Feaſt hüt, and why in- 
ſtituted 237 
Crocodile, by Nature rapa 


ous, 1 devours a 
Crmbe, Kin gdom of, bake 
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Guinea, is 
Lug e and . +l 1843 
of, his Power, 169; 
— Great Ardgh, 170; is 
very vain and proud, 173; 

and generous,” 179 is a 
of Underſtanging,' 182; his 
Wives how dreſs'd, 183; 
very civil to Women, 184; 
lis Chief General very cruel 
and barbarous 188, 189 
Deities,” _ in what Man- 
ner worſhipp'd by the _ 

bitants of u 

Devil annually baniſt'd in 
Guinea” 215 
Dixcove, 1 the Fortideation de- 
{crib*'d 5% 23S 
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Ert he Pirate, is | 

'd, 113 refuſes to 
ſtrike, 12 % ö =: 
Elephant deſcrib'd, 48; the 
— of his Teeth not at 
all ſurpriſing, 49 his Car- 
_ Caſe excellent Food, 515 
ſwims with exceeding Swift- 
neſs S ib. 
Elnina, ' a Dutch Fort, very 
! the Country deſeri- 


ad 2% r 
90 1 Wh. 6 
nag, its Uſe, and what 
it u 1 
Fittiſn-· men, are certain Pagan 
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Flying -F im deſerib co 
Fonia, the hoy: hang of, his 
State, &fc. ; 9 
Fort-Royal os by the E. 
gls 127 
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their Names 2 
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Anbia deſcrib'd, 24 firſt 
diſcover'd by the Portu- 
gueſe, 25 iti Fertility, 333 
and Engl; Factory there, 32; 
Proviſions very cheap here, 
313 the true Analthea, © 
. Cornucogia, ib. abounds wi 
ll Kings of Beaſts, &c. 32 4 
ee Fertility, 33. 343 
ie River deſerib'd, 2 — 3 
its ſeveral Branches 
ans, their one 


many and diferent, ib. of 
t Uſe oo” Fm. 

| whole Ships Yown, 

5b. ee lazy, 28; Why, 
the ex of er Liv- 
2 t the Exgliſb 32 

Foy): ile, a Town on the 


Maine, 133 the Coaſt 45 


very muddy 
GOD, the Negroes Noti 
of thee Supreme Being BN 


Gald Craft, Met ; of indi 
Gold there, 138, 139; 


e- 


thod of travelling, 158 ;-Ve- 


tables of the, ſcrib'd, 


58—166;z Natives of the, 
il and reſpectful to one a- 


ther, 212; no Beggars a- 
—— them, ib. believe a 
the Creator of all Men 
ad — 2133 their reli - 
| xn Notions, '' 214; their 
| $,. 2301 very timo- 
rms when beck, 228 4 their 
- Funeral Rices 226 
Grometta, a Kind of Servant 
ſo call*'d 91 
. Guanoe, a Kind of Animal 
I's = 2 155 


anc of them 36 
: 5 L Lamb, 


Lu, « Kind of Wolf ar 
ſcribed * | 


109 
Famaica Town deferib'd, 88; 
the Author how receiv'd there 


Fames-Iſland, the E 15 have 
"2 Caſtle here 
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155 Mullatoes, their true Chara 
Lord, three Great, prime ter, 213; the Women pub- 
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